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If you’re looking to stitch up a new 
dress or two for the festive season, 

then you’ve come to the right place! Our 
FREE pattern is a fantastic New Look 
dress, with four vintage-style looks. Fancy 
yourself as a demure Audrey Hepburn? 

Check out the boat neck style, or if you aspire 
to the Holl 3 WTood glamour of Marilyn, the 
sweetheart neckline will flatter a more ample cleavage. Plus, it 
includes a great pattern for a clutch bag, too - just add heels, and 
you’re ready to set the dancefloor alight! 

If you’re in need of more style advice, then celeb stylist Alex 
Longmore shows you how to get an A-list look on a lemonade 
budget! See psi for the top pattern and fabric picks. Christmas 
make list longer than your arm? Don’t panic! Head to p68 for 
10 quick stitch kits and gifts for friends and family. Or why not do 
a Stuart Hillard and treat your loved ones to a kit, and pass on the 
stitchy love. Find out more of our favourite home stitcher’s plans 
onp73. 

If you have guests visiting over the holidays, our floor cushions 
make handy pews for younger family members to perch on while 
pla 3 dng with all of those new gifts! Made with a simple pinwheel 
block, the look is so effective (pSs). We also have lots of festive 
decs if your tree could do with an update, including clever felt 
baubles. Why not pop on a Christmas film and make them with 
the little ones, for something to keep year after year (p94)? 

I hope you all have a wonderful time, from all at Sew HQ. 

Happy Christmas! ^ If 
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All projects from this Issue and the 
FREE online patterns are for personal home 
use only and cannot be sold or used for commercial 
purposes. All patterns that are featured In Sew 
are reproduced In good faith that they do not 
Infringe any copyright. 

The publishers are not responsible for any safety 
issues arising from any items created from projects 
contained within Sew magazine. 

While all possible care has been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of all projects, we are not responsible 
for printing errors or the way in which individual 
work varies. Please read instructions carefully 
before starting construction. 







Lorraine Luximon, Editor 



How to download the 
tennplates for this issue 

1 To download full-size tennplates for this issue’s projects, visit 
www.sewmag.co.uk then click on the Templates tab to view our 
archive of templates. 

2 Select the December issue’s templates, log in, then click the 
Download Template tab. The pattern folder will automatically 
transfer onto your computer. Follow the instructions to print all or 
selected templates. 

3 If you haven’t already registered, you’ll need to create a log-in 
for our website to allow you exclusive access to all of our free 
downloads and templates. 



Subscribe 

TODAY! 

Check out 
our fantastic 
subscription offer 
on page 50! 



GetiritCfudil'Hnx.% in and share 
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Kids 



In Every Issue 

03 Welcome 

Say hello to the Sei^/ team. 

06 Want it now! 

The best news, products, 
shows and more. 

08 What you’re saying... 

We look at what you’ve 
been making and sharing 
this month. 

22 Q&A 

Our experts answer all 
your stitching questions 
and queries. 

48 Machine spotlight 

We take a look at quilting 
machines. 

50 Subscriptions 

Never miss an issue of 
Seiw - subscribe today 
for exclusive offers, gifts 
and more. 

55 Workshops & courses 

Our course picks to help 
develop your sewing skills. 



56 Bumper giveaways! 

Enter today for your chance 
to win prizes worth £4,000! 

98 January preview 

Next month we have a 
FREE New Look 6340 
pattern, plus plenty of new 
year projects! 

100 Need to know 

Get the practical 
information and advice 
you need on all aspects 
of needlework. 

105 Reading room 

The best new titles for 
your bookshelves. 



68 The ultimate festive 
gift guide 

Don’t panic! We have the 
best kits and gifts for your 
loved ones. 

106 My sewing room 

We chat to Mama Lunt 
about her inspiration. 



96 Santa sack & bunting 

Make something to keep all 
your presents in. 



73 Stuart Hillard 

Stuart reveals his festive plans. 

74 Home trends 

Put a modern twist on your 
festive prints and trims. 

76 Susie’s stitch school 

Learn tent stitch to make a 
needlepoint cushion. 

78 Advent calendar 

Create an alternative 
countdown to Christmas. 

80 Quilter’s corner 

Get the latest patchwork, quilt 
news and products. 

83 Block of the month 

Make a pinwheel block and 
some handy floor cushions. 

86 Love that fabric... 

New releases from Riley Blake 
Designs and Art Gallery Fabrics. 



89 Merry kissmas hoop 

Sarah Bracken’s design is 
perfect for smooching under. 

92 Festive wreath & bird decs 

Stitch pretty adornments for 
your home. 

94 Concertina baubles 

Quick-make additions for 
your tree. 

Extras 

53 British sewing awards 

Get your votes in for your 
favourite shops and people 
of the stitchy world. 

58 Sew Saturday success! 

We hear all about what you 
got up to on the big day. 

71 Janome giveaway! 

Enter for a chance to 
win a fabulous Janome 
Memory Craft 500E 
embroidery machine. 

102 Templates 

Find all the templates to 
make Aly owl and our festive 
wreath & bird decs. 
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FREEBIES & OFFERS I 



11 5-in-l dress and 
clutch combo 

Tips and advice for 
using your FREE New 
Look pattern. 

15 50% discount on 
Simplicity 1156 

Get sizes 20-28 for 
half price! 

24 20% Ella James gifts 
and home decor 

A fab discount for you. 



26 50% discount on 
Simplicity 1012 

Stitch up a vintage 
dress with our special 
discount. 

31 50% discount on 
Simplicity 1105 

Sew an on-trend tent 
dress, skirt and top 
from Cynthia Rowley. 

71 Janome giveaway! 

Enter for a chance 
, to win a Janome 
embroidery 
machine. 
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Your FREE New Look 
6723 pattern is perfect for 
stitching that last-minute 
party dress. With four 
variations to try, you won’t 
have to worry about wearing 
the same frock as anyone 
else! Choose between a 
sweetheart or boat neckline, 
plus three sleeve options, 
and there’s a bonus clutch 
bag pattern! 












11 5-in-l dress and 
clutch combo 

Use your FREE gift to 
stay on trend around 
the clock. 

16 Winter wrap 

Stitch a stylish cover 
up in no time. 

18 Pencil skirt 

Make a must-have 
wardrobe essential. 

^20 Fashion forecast 

We look at purple 
shades and hues. 

25 Lauren Guthrie 

Lauren talks about her 
highlights of 2015. 

26 Simplicity style 
school 

Discover dressmaking 
tips for the perfect fit. 

28 Learn with... 

Make a shift dress 
with Tanya Whelan. 



31 A-list looks for less! 

We show you how to 
bring red carpet style 
to your dressmaking. 

34 Love that fabric... 

Get a luxe look with 
printed silks. 

36 Pattern picks 

May Martin helps us 
with comfy wide leg 
trouser patterns. 

38 Bow apron 

Stitch the perfect 
accessory for all your 
festive cooking. 

41 Deborah Simms 

Deborah talks speedy 
sewing. 

42 Liberty tie 

Sew the ideal gift for 
the men in your life. 

44 Bucket bag 

Whip up the perfect 
carry-all for your 
essentials. 
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46 Indie pattern news 

We bring you the latest 
in the pattern world. 



Gifts 



60 Aly owl 

Stitch up your very 
own mascot. 



f FREE NEXT 
1 MONTH 

' New Look everyday 
■f dresses pattern 
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Want, 

Things we Ve coveting in the 
world of stitching this month 



Includes 
two mntojge 
patterns 
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<’ CASHMERETTE PATTERNS 






APPLETON DRESS, £14 
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Play up curves with the new sewing pattern lir 
fronn Cashmerette blogger, Jenny Rushnnore 
The classic Appleton wrap dress features 
a flattering crossover front and comes in 
S sizes 12 to 28, with cup sizes C to H. 

^ Visit www.sewbox.co.uk 



SEW VINTAGE 

A real blast from the past, this fabulous Sew Vintage 
bookazine is bursting at the seams with features, patterns 
and projects fit for a true fashionista. Covering styles from 
the 1920s to the 1960s, you’ll learn about authentic vintage 
dressmaking and classic trends, plus it comes with two free 
original Vogue Patterns designs. Priced £9.99, find it in all 
major supermarkets or at esubscriber.subscribeonline. 
co.uk/bookazines 






SCREEN GODDESS 

Curl up this winter 
under a screen printed 
quilt by London-based 
designer, Georgia 
Bosson. Made in the UK 
from screen printed linen 
and organic wadding, 
the cover features a 
hand embroidered 
edition number and 
there are plenty of 
other accessories and 
designs in the collection 
to coordinate. Prefer to 
make your own? The 
crosses print fabric is 
available to buy for £65 
per metre. Visit www. 
georgiabosson.co.uk 
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Strapless scuba dress, £75, www.simplybe.co.uk 



sew shopping 




HABBY CHRISTMAS 

Looking for a last minute 
Christmas gift? Take a peek at 
Jane Foster’s new and colourful 
haberdashery range. You can now 
find the Devon-based designer’s 
whimsical screen printed 
illustrations as plush sewing kits in 
a range of sizes, plus handy 
storage baskets and fun knitting 
bags. View the full collection at 
www.makeinternational.com 



DIARY 

DATES 



Until 10th 
January 2016 

THE FABRIC OF INDIA 

V&A Museum, London 

26th November 

HOUSE OF HACKNEY: 

21ST CENTURY iNTERIORS 
& FASHiON 

Fashion and Textile 
Museum, London 

3rd-6th December 

COUNTRY LIVING FAIR 

Harrogate International 
Centre, Yorkshire 

3rd-4th December 

SELVEDGE WINTER FAIR 

Chelsea Old Town Hall, 
London 



AT LIBERTY 

The perfect stocking filler 
for fans of the famous 
department store and TV 
series. At Liberty: From 
Rehab to the Front Row 
(£20, Michael O’Mara 
Books) is Ed Burstall’s 
inspirational memoir. 
Sharing stories from his 
first job as a spritzer at 
Macy’s to taking the reins 
as MD at Liberty, it’s a 
witty must-read when 
you’re taking a break 
from your sewing 
machine. Find it at 
www.mombooks.com 



\ AT LIBERTY 











fD BURSTEU 
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Sponsored by Minerva Crafts 



www.mmervacrafts.com 




Whatypu^c 

saying,,. 

Share your crafty makes and stories with us to be in 
with the chance of winning a fantastic prize! 




"Zfs so affOcL h 

Carolyn Kirkpatrick 
Editorial Assistant 
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www.pinterest.com/sewhq 

What we ’re pinning 
right now! 
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“There was a time when 
I made everything! wore 

I have been sewing since I was ii years old. There was a time when 
I made everything I wore, and I have been doing what you call 
pattern hacking for many years. I once made a skirt from an old 
1980s asymetrical pattern I already had. People thought it was 
wonderful and IVe even been asked if it was shop-bought! Here are 
some of my latest makes, the hrst is the top from issue (if). 1 made 
it as a birthday present for a friend and 
embellished it with some jewellery and a 
rosette I made by hand. The second picture 
is me in the summer dress from issue 70. 1 
also want to make the jacket from New Look 
6035 for my next project, but have yet to 
hnd the perfect material. I think sewing is 
such a good alternative to watching TV in 
the evening! 

Marion Davis 

You've certainly been busy making 
beautiful things, Marion! 





‘Tm proud of my 
’60s style” 

I wanted to share 
a picture of one of 
the many dresses 
I have made, as 
I’m very proud of 
it! I’ve had a lot 
oflovely 
compliments on 
my vintage look. 

The pattern is 
Simplicity 1609, 
and I have sewn it 
in a few different 
colourways. I even 
had a lady take a 

photo of me, as she said I looked hke I came 
straight from the ’60s. I love wearing my makes 
to work at my shop. Breakfast at Tiffany’s 
Boutique in Kent. 

Laura Dickson 

You're a talented iady, Laura. We love 
your ' 60 s vibe! 




“I gave a charity shop 
buy a new lease of life 



This is a picture 
■f my latest 
■ipcycling project 
I found a wrap m 
•i charity shop, 
i'ut decided to 
'ive it a new 
lease of life. I 
i ut my sewing 
machine into 
action and 
this easy style 
kimono top 
IS the result. 

.'that a 

bargain! I look 
forward to 
each issue of 
the magazine 
as it gives me 
so much inspiration 

Pauline Hull 



This looks super comfy and stylish, 
Pauline, well done. 
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Hew you 



WIN this bumper 
selection of fabrics! 

This month our Star Letter winner will reeeive 
a bumper seleetion offahries from Minerva 
Crafts worth £50. We also have £10 worth for 
the runners up. For more stitehing goodies^ 
visit WWW. minervacrafts. com 




Star Letter 

“This was easy to 
make and feels 
wonderful to wear” 

I got back into dressmaking after 
watching the first series of The Great 
British Sewing Bee. The pattern I used for 
my latest creation is Butterick 6244 and 
the fabric is a beautiful wool/cashmere 
mix. It was easy to make, although I lined 
the sleeves, and it feels wonderful to 
wear. My next project is the dress from 
the same pattern which has faux leather 
insets, it will be the first time I will have 
attempted to sew with leather-type 
fabric! I love stitching and look forward to 
your magazine each month. 

Jeanette Parker 

We love everything about this 
Jeanette, from the coiour to the cut! 




“I made seven waistcoats 
for my son ’s wedding!” 

I was taught to sew by both my grandmas. 

I studied fashion design and when my boys 
were little I made wedding dresses and 
special occasion wear. I am now a design 
technology teacher speciaHsiug in textiles 
and food tech. I also make bags and viutage 
dresses m my spare time. I stitched aH the 
waistcoats for my son’s weddiug this July. 

They are aH made from a brown flecked 
t weed, which was lovely to work with. The 
gro( >m’s version had special golden buttons 

to set him apart, he’s standing at the front of my picture. I also made bunting to decorate the 
venue, my own dress and the weddiug cake. It was an amazing day, and worth ah my hard work. 

Nicola Walsham 

What a fab job, Nicoia. They aii iook very smart 




Get in touch Write in and share your creations, tips and views 



Cheryl Philipsz 

I’ve been sewing 
Santa sacks for 
Christmas. 





Kathy 

Triywell 

My doorstop, now 
proudly propping 
open the door of 
he food tech room 
at school. 



Sherry Todd 

I made a felt doll with a 
little bunny for each of 
my daughters. It was a 
nice change of pace to 
hand sew. 





@Barley 

Massey 

My favourite pics 
from our sewing 
challenge on 
#sewsaturday 
@SewHQ 



@amheriii8 

(o)SewHQ Sunday 
crafting with sew 
magazine 





Carolyn. kirkpatrick 
(o)aceville.co.uk 
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sewhq 
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What You’re Saying, Sew Magazine, 
1 Phoenix Court, Hawkins Road, 
Colchester, Essex, C02 8JY. 
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FABRICS 




1 



Ranges of ex-designer, “ , 
and fashion, fabrics, 





View ouf^ online shop at 
www.dttt^bric^co.uk 



21 Kensington Gardens, Brighton, BN1 4AL 
01273 603771 www.dittofabrics.co.uk 




Sewing & Bag-making Supplies 

% m 

Fabrics | Patterns | Supplies | Hardware | Interfacing 



www.susieddesigns.co.uk 



W: 

Get 10% off 
with code: SEWNOW 
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SpeciaCxsts tn tfie technique of Cutting, fitting db 
finisfitng 

Individuafone 2 one tuition 
Students can enroCtfirougfiout tfie year 
^0 speciaf quatficatUms required 
fu(C Time db Tart Time Courses 



i 3 VoBr €4 Av 4 nu 4 , Vt^xdtn, London jo 2AI T tC (020) ^451 7174 

yryrettkndenOQOdm^^om T: xnfoUondonaoadtfn^xom 
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DAWN CAMERON DICK 



SUE HAZELL' 



ALISON SMITH 
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NOW MAKE IT YOURS! 



Leading Sewing Professionals choose Amann Group Mettler Quilting, 
Sewing and Embroidery threads. Fabulous quality, huge colour range 
ft extensive product offering. Ask for it by name at your local store. 
To find your local stockist wsit - wwwamann-mettlerxom 
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O to u p 



Thread. Colour. Imagination. 





Your free gift 



PATTERN 



NEWLOOK*6723 

5 m i dress and 
clutch combo 



''It's not too 
late to stitch 
yourperfect 
party dress!' 




Your free gift 




NEWLOOK6723 



Oh-so „ 
versatile! 

Your FREE New Look 
6723 pattern is 

perfect for stitching 
that last-minute 
party dress. 

With a fitted bodice featuring 
princess seams and a 
hip-skimming flared skirt, 
opt for a sweetheart or boat 
neckline and three sleeve 
options, plus it includes a 
bonus clutch bag pattern 
for effortless coordination! 



Nip in 
wa ist w i t 
tie or buckle 



CreMeyourownglam look 



Style A - 

long sleeves 

• Vintage-inspired 
style with a 
boat neckline. 

• Three-quarter 
length sleeves 
are perfect 
for winter. 




style B - 

boat neekline 

• Channel Audrey 
Hepburn with a 
sleeveless LBD. 

• An elegant boat ^ 
neckline is simple ^ 
to sew. 



style C 

puff sleeves 

• Pretty puff 
sleeves create 
a feminine look. 

A sweetheart 
neckline enhances 
the bust. 





style D 

sweetheart 

neckline 

• Sleeveless 
style with 
shaped neckline, 

• Cinch your 
waist with an 
easy tie belt. 
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‘Set in sleeves 



zuithease 



Simplicity explains 



how to use gathering 



st tches to nsert s eeves 



Gather up 



Makeal 



^m'dinatina 

Wclutcti] 



— )'?' 



The top of a sleeve is known as the 
crown, cap or head. Patterns with inset 
sleeves have a higher sleeve head 
that’s often 2cm bigger than the 
armhole and it’s this excess fabric that 
requires easing. To do this, loosen the 
top tension of your sewing machine 
and using a 4mm stitch length, add 
two rows of gathering stitch to the 
head of the sleeve between the 
notches using contrasting thread. This 
should be done within the seam 
allowance and leaving long thread tails. 



Pin placement 

If the sleeve has a side seam, machine 
sew it first. Place the sleeve right side 
out and place into the dress bodice 
wrong side out. Match and pin the 
notches at the underarm and continue 
each side of the underarm seam until 
you reach the gathering. 



Perfect fit 

Pin the top of the sleeve head to the 
shoulder seam matching the notches 
with pins at right angles to the fabric 
edge. Start to pull the gathering 
threads to ease and distribute the 
fullness evenly. Do this until the sleeve 
fits. Tack in place with contrasting 
thread if desired. 



Setting in 

Slowly machine sew between the lines 
of gathering stitch, using matching 
thread. Keep rotating the fabric as you 
work so that it remains flat. Remove 
the gathering stitches and press the 
seam towards the sleeve. 



sleeve essentials 



SET IN THE PERFECT SLEEVE WITH THESE 
SEWING CUPBOARD MUST-HAVES 



Hemline glass headed 
pins. £3.12 



Sew Easy curved 
ruler. £10.80 



Gutermann 
tacking thread. 
£1.13 per 200m 



Sew Easy 
tailor’s 
sleeve roll 



All available from 

www.sewessential.co.uk 



READER OFFER 

To celebrate the launch 
of Sew Essential’s 
brand-new website, Sew 
readers can get 10% off 
everything at 
www.se wessentia I .co.uk. 
Simply quote 
SEWMAGIO at the 
shopping basket screen. 
Discount valid from 
20th November to 
31st December. 
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Your free gift 




HOW I MADE IT 

Dressmaker Vie Millard 

test runs New Look 6723 

• Before using expensive material, it is an 
idea to find a silk garment in a charity shop 
and alter it to get used to sewing with the 
fabric. If you are lucky enough to find silk 
curtains, you could use them to make your 
party dress! 

• Once you have your body measurements, 
cut your fabric carefully on the straight 
grain. This really does make a big difference 
to the look of your finished garment. 

• Princess seams go together easier if you 
snip into the seam allowance around the 
curve of the bust shaping on the centre 
front panel. This allows the curve to open 
to fit the side front piece. 

• When attaching the facing to the boat 
neckline, leave the machine needle in a 
down position, raise the foot and pivot at 
the shoulder seam. Snip carefully into the 
seam after layering and understitch 

all layers towards the facing. 



_ ALL THAT _ 
GLITTERS 

ADD SOME ICE TO YOUR OUTEIT 
WITH THESE DIAMANTE BUYS 






U Steve Madden 
■ ' p sandals, £85, Dune 






.%• 



Bea crystal 
earrings, £15, 
Phase Eight 



Bernadette 
clutch, £59, 
Dune 





the haberdashery 




shot silk 

For true vintage 
elegance, try this 
shot silk dupion in 
Red and Royal Blue, 
priced £20 per 
metre, www.truro 
fabrics.com, 

01872 276820 




Lovely lawn 

This Retro Berries 
cotton lawn is ideal for 
making a cute clutch 
bag to complement 
your outfit. Priced 
£14 per metre, 
www.truro 
fabrics.com, 

01872 276820 
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Audrey Hepburn 
inspired! 




NEED AN 

ALTERNATIVE SIZE? 




1 

I 



If you like the sleeved 
style of New Look 6723 
but require a larger size, 
we’re offering Simplicity 
1156 in sizes 20-28 for the 
special price of £4.08 (RRP 
£8.15) plus 85p postage by 
quoting SEW1156 at 
www.simplicitynewlook. 
com upon checkout. 
Offer available from 
20th November to 
18th December. 



style 





Whip Up an easy 
swing dress with 
your FREE 
New Look 6340 
pattern. The trapeze 
shape makes it simple 
to fit and there are 
a range ofneekline^ 
poeket and sleeve 
variations to try. 
On sale 18th 
Deeember. 



NEXT 

MONTH’S 

FREE 

PATTERN 
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Sandals, £25, Debut at Debenhams 



Essentials 

• Wool fabric, 2m 

• Medium weight fusible 
interfacing, 20cm x 25cm 

Dimensions 

70cm X 195cm 



Stitch a shawl 

I Cut a 10cm wide strip from one short edge 
of tweed fabric to leave a 75cm x 2m 
rectangle for the shawl. Set the strip aside. To 
hem, press under 1cm then 1.5cm on the short 
edges and stitch. Repeat on the long sides. 

2 Cut two 8cm X 20cm rectangles from 
the fabric set aside and medium weight 
interfacing. Press the interfacing to the reverse. 
Pin and stitch the pieces together around the 
outer edges, right sides facing, using a 1cm 
seam allowance and leaving a gap. Turn out 
and press. Slipstitch the gap closed. 

3 Slip the shawl over your shoulders with the 
short edges level, right side facing out. Fold 
back the inner long edge at the centre back 
8cm to form a collar, pin in place. Remove the 
wrap and secure with a few stitches. 

4 Referring to the diagram, pin the strap 
to the left-hand end of the shawl. Stitch 
in place close to the short edges then again, 
6mm in. To wear, slip the right-hand end of the 
shawl through the strap, folding the fabric to 
lay in pleats. 



winter wrap 

Sew a stylish accessory 
to vamp up your wardrobe 

Made from a length of fashionable checked wool, minimal stitching is 
needed to make Cheryl Owen’s shawl wrap. With a hint of vintage, it’s 
just the thing to take a roll neck and skirt to whole new levels. 

Pair with leather driving gloves for old-school glamour at its best! 





sevf style 
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Download pattern online 







pencil 

skirt 



Turn heads in this 
chic midi style 

This versatile skirt by Amanda 
Walker is a wardrobe must-have this 
season, with its midi length and 
striking print. It’s simple to sew, 
with just three pattern pieces, and 
features a subtle slit at the centre 
front and a concealed zip side 
closure. Make in a statement cotton 
and team with a cami for an evening 
out, or choose a plain crepe or 
lightweight wool to match with a 
sweater for boardroom chic. 



style 



Essentials 

Stretch cotton, 1m 
Fusible interfacing 
Concealed zip, 9” 
Hook and bar 



Dimensions 



Finished 

Measurements 


Small 


Medium 


Large 


Waist 


68cm 


72cm 


87cm 


Hip 


91cm 


95cm 


101cm 



Use a 1.5cm seam allowance, except for the centre 
front seam which is 2cm 



sew a midi skirt 

1 Visit www.sewmag.co.uk to download 
and print the pattern. Cut out the pieces 
from fabric and neaten the side and centre 
front seam edges by overlooking or zig zag 
stitching. Sew the darts at the top of the front 
skirt pieces and press them towards the centre 
front. Repeat on the back skirt and press the 
darts towards the centre back. 



2 Stitch the centre front seams right sides 
together from the waist edge, as far as the 
notch for the split. Back tack to reinforce. Sew 
the front and back skirts right sides together 
at the side seams. On the left side seam, stitch 
as far as the notch, leaving a gap at the top for 
the zip. Press all the seams open. 



3 To insert a concealed zip, fold and press the 
seam allowance along the side opening. Open 
out the seam allowance and with the right side 
of the fabric facing up, place the opened zip face 
down matching the teeth to the crease line in the 
seam allowance. Pin in place. 



4 If you are using a concealed zipper foot, 
place the teeth of the zip into the groove 
and as you stitch, the foot will uncurl the teeth 
and the stitching will appear alongside. If you 
are using a normal zipper foot, you will need 
to uncurl the teeth with your fingertips. Stitch 
to the top of the side seam. Back stitch, then 
sew the other side of the zip in place. Carefully 
thread the zip pull through to the right side 
and pull up to close. 



5 Fuse interfacing to the wrong side of the 
waistband using a pressing cloth and 
plenty of steam. Pin the waistband to the top 
edge of the skirt with right sides facing. Pin 
in place leaving the hook and bar extension 
protruding from the back top side seam. Fold 
the waistband in half lengthways, right sides 
together, then stitch the ends. 



6 Turn the waistband out, press the waist 
seam allowances up into the waistband, 
then turn in the 1.5cm seam allowance on 
the inside and match the folded line to the 
stitching line. Pin, then hand slip stitch in place. 
Add a hook and bar on either side of the 
waistband tab. 



7 Overlook or zig zag stitch the hem of the 
skirt, then folder under 4cm and press. 
Hand stitch the hem from the corner of the 
front split with a hemming stitch, finishing 
on the opposite side of the slit. 




the haberdashery 




Stretch cotton 

Make a statement 
with this eye- 
grabbing Aztec print 
stretch cotton, priced 
£12.99 per metre, 
www.minervacrafts. 
com, 01254 708068. 



Jvze^ nUlMcTD 

Choose your pattern 
size using your hip 
measurement and alter 
the waist if required. 
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Purple velvet dress, £40, www.bhs.co.uk 



sew style 




PURPLE HAZE 



A party dress in luxe fabrics and rich colours is a must-have for the festive period. 
When it comes to choosing the right shade, purple is the hue of the season, and it 
will bring opulance to your handmade garment. Be ready to wow in a sumptuous 

velvet or a winter floral! 




FABRIC PICKS 




1 Plain polycotton 
dress fabric in Purple 

2 Floral print microfibre 
fabric in Purple & Orange 
by John Kaldor 

3 Ta Dot poplin in Violet 
by Michael Miller 

4 Cotton velvet 
dress fabric in Purple 

5 Floral stretch 
cotton by John Kaldor 

All featured fabrics 
are available from 
Minerva Crafts from 
£2.99 per metre, 

www.minervacrafts.com 
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MINERVACRAFTS 

f(C?r 6ver^il\in^ €6i/oin^. Knitting & Craft... 




SEWIO AND GET 

10 % 



Janome Sewing Machines 

Available at John Lewis Stores 

www.Johnlewis.coni 



At John Lewis stores you will find o great 
range of Janome sewing machines and 
helpful advice, so you'll soon be working 
away at your new project. 

Janome machines are known for ease 
of use. excellent quality and reliability 
to make sewing easy ond fun. 

Know your own style, create your own 
fashion, furnishings, quilts and other 
craft items \wth your own 
sewing machine. 




OFF YOUR ORDER 

WWW.MINERVACRAFTS.COM 

C>w • (Ml F«bro • BridM Fobna • Rtftarrv • AooenorlM • «nd rojct) rrut) rnor*.^ 



One use per oistomer. Canrx>t be useci in cx)oiunctk)n with any Other c^fer 






j 



JANOME 




whatever your sewing 
problem^ our experts 
have the answer! 

Send your queries to Stephanie. 
durrant@aceville.co.uk 



T here are lots of PDF patterns I’d 
love to try but don’t have the 
confidence. Any advice please? 

Laura Porter 



Guestexpertf Clmstmesays 

The first thing to consider when 
printing a PDF pattern is the scale. Most 
patterns will have a test square, typically 
on the first page, where you can check to 
y make sure that the scale is set correctly. 

^ If the test square is too big, every piece of 

the pattern will be the same, and likewise 
if the test square is too small. You want 
the dimensions of the pattern to be 
correct, so be sure to set your printer 
to print at 100% scale, and be sure to 
uncheck the button that says ‘scale to fit’ 
so it doesn’t make everything too large or 
too small. 



Christine 

Haynes 

is a US-based 
sewing author, 
teacher and 
pattern designer 
with her own 
line of vintage- 
inspired sewing 
patterns. Find 
out more at 
www.christine 
haynes.com 






Be sure to set your 
printer to print at 
ioo%seale 



Once you have your pages printed. 

I suggest trimming the right and bottom 
of each page to the border, which will 
allow you to easily overlap the left and 
top edge of the corresponding pages 
to create your entire pattern. In order 
to avoid doing this again in the future, 
consider tracing off your pattern onto 
Swedish tracing paper. This will allow you 
to make alterations and changes to the 
traced pattern and will keep the original 
intact. From there, just use the tracing 
paper pieces to cut your fabric and make 
your muslin. 



Emery Dress 
PDF pattern, $14 

www.christine 

haynes.com 



‘‘ T.- 
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sew advice 




hat exactly is a toile and how do I go 
about making one? 

Ronnie Bateman 




Lisa 

Co mf ort 

set up the Sew 
Over It sewing 
cafe in Clapham, 
London in 2011 
and recently 
opened her 
second store in 
Islington. She 
has also penned 
books, including 
Sew Over It 
Vintage (£15, 
Ebury Press). 
Find out more 
at WWW. 
sewoverit.co.uk 



Lisa says 

A toile (or muslin) is a practise garment made from 
inexpensive fabric to test the fit of a pattern. Toiles 
allow you to make adjustments to the pattern before 
you sew the real thing. For this reason, it is important 
that the fabric has a similar weight and drape to your 
final cloth. For anything structured I tend to use calico 
(a cheap unbleached stiff cotton), and for drapey 
garments I’ll use a lightweight polyester. Sometimes 
several toiles have to be made before the fit is spot on, 
but usually making just one will give you an idea of 
what alterations you need to do. 

Toiles can typically be made faster than the finished 
garment because there is no need to finish the seams, 
or add buttonholes or decorative details. I like to use 
a longer stitch length when I’m sewing toiles as it 
makes ripping seams a lot easier if I have to make any 
alterations. Annoying as they might be though, it does 
help to properly insert a zip if required; don’t skimp 
on this! 

Once you have sewn the mock-up, you can try it on 
and identify any fit problems. Are the darts pointing in 
the right direction? Are the side seams straight? Is the 
garment gaping at all? Are there drag lines? Is fabric 
pooling at the hollow of your back? The beauty of a toile 
is that you can draw any adjustments directly onto it as 
you’re wearing it, before transferring these adjustments 
to your flat pattern. 



Find out 
which 
direction 





A re there any special 
considerations when 
cutting out patterns from 
knit fabrics? 

Emily Cooper 



Claire-Loiiise says 

The most important thing to consider 
when laying out pattern pieces on a knit 
fabric is working out the direction of the 
greatest stretch. Some fabrics will stretch 
only on the straight of grain or only on 
the cross grain, known as two directional 
stretch. Your pattern will have an arrow 
that needs to be lined up along the 
direction of greatest stretch. Other knits 
will stretch on both the straight of grain 
and the cross grain, these are known 
as four way stretch fabrics. Again, you 
need to find out which direction is the 
stretchiest. 

When cutting out your pieces, you 
may find it difficult with the fabric folded, 
especially really elastic types like Lycra. 
Try laying your pattern as a single layer 
and cutting each piece out separately. 
You’ll need to ‘mirror’ all your pieces so 
you get a left and right side. 

Make sure there’s no fabric hanging off 
the edge of your table as you cut. The 
weight of the over hanging piece will 
distort it as you cut out. 







Claire- 

Louise 

Hardie 

trained as a 
costume designer 
and has been the 
sewing producer 
on all three series 
of the Sewing 
Bee. She also runs 
workshops at her 
sewing school The 
Thrifty Stitcher in 
Stoke Newington, 
www.thethrifty 
stitcher.co.uk 
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20% OFF AT 
ELLA JAMES 

FOR ALL SEW READERS 



Here at Sen/ HQ, we have arranged a 20%* 
discount at Ella James for all our readers - 
just in time for Christmas! Ella James is a 
treasure trove of must-have homeware and 
party accessories, so you’ll be sure to find the 
perfect gift or check out their new Christmas 
collection and decorate your home in style 
this festive season. Have a browse at 
www.ellajames.co.uk - enjoy! 











HOW TO CLAIM: 

Simply visit www.ellajames.co.uk 
and enter the code SEW20 to 
enjoy 20%* off 

T&Cs: *This offer is only available until the 
1st January 2016. Offer is only available online. 
Delivery charges are not included in the discount. 
Previous purchases are not eligible for this offer. 
Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. 
Open to UK residents only. 
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“I can’t wait for all the exciting new 
things that having a baby will bring! ” 



T he past year seems to have reaUy 
flown by for me. After having my 
shop for over two and hah* years, 

I And that I’m always thinking 
ahead so much more and 
planning new things, which seems to make the 
months pass quicker. Last winter I reaUy 
enjoyed taking time to stitch a warm wooUen 
coat and the change of sevdng pace that is 
involved in a more complex project like that. 
This vdnter I’m making a Papercut Patterns 
Milano Gape and I'm going to take my time and 
avoid rushing hke I usually do. I’m hoping that 
it will make me slow down a bit in general! 

Running my own business has been 
a huge learning curve for me. I’ve never 
done anything hke this before and And that I 
have new chaUenges to work out ah the time. 
Over the past year I’ve been spending a lot of 
time on making sure that it continues to run as 
smoothly as possible. I’ve been working behind 
the scenes and thinking of ways we can do 
things better and more efficiently. We are now 
open six days a week, which initiahy felt hke 
a lot of extra work, but it actually means that 
we can keep on top of things better. I’ve also 
expanded the team and have more help to run 
the shop and teach workshops, which makes 
things much more manageable in the long 
run for me. That’s going to become even more 
important over the next six months - because 
I’m pregnant! 

Ayaz and I are thrilled and can’t wait 
for ah the exciting new things that having a 
baby will bring! I’h try to not go on about it too 
much, but I’ve got lots of maternity pattern 
adaption ideas and I know I won’t be able to 
resist making super cute baby clothes! 

Other highlights for 2015 for me 
have been putting together blog posts. Back 
in May I wrote a whole series on the Simple 
Sleeveless Top from my book. Learn to Sew 
mth Lauren, and I’ve reahy enjoyed seeing 
so many different variations of it online. My 
favourite was the one with flne pin tucks. I love 
adding neat httle details hke that to the things 
I make. Summer Dress Season in July was also 
a lot of fun! Who wouldn’t want to make and 






PAPERCUT PATTERNS 
MILANO CAPE, £14.90, 

www.guthrie-ghani.co.uk 



On my 

Christmas list 

A Prym 
Bobbin Ring 

- to help keep 
my sewing box 
more organised! 

Scissor sharpener 

I’ve been cutting out sequins 
a lot and this will be great for 
keeping my shears in tip 
top condition. 

A Scissor brooch 

I have my eyes on one 
by Naomi Greaves at 

www.notonthehighstreet.com 





Lauren Guthrie on her 
highs 0/2015 and 
festiveplans 

i lave,; 



wear lots of dresses? The party we had at the 
end of the series was also fantastic and it was 
great to see so many of our lovely customers 
inspired to make their own frocks. 

Recently we have had a shop refit 
and we now have much more space for fabric. 
We are literally bursting at the seams with a 
much bigger selection of dressmaking ones! 

With the festive season in full swing 
I’m really looking forward to our Christmas 
Party Night on 3rd December. Tickets are 
on sale now and include mulled wine and 
refreshments, a visit from Santa, a fantastic 
raffle and lots of special offers. We also still have 
places left on some of our seasonal workshops, 
including Make a Patchwork Quilted Stocking 
on Saturday 5th or Wednesday 9th December 
and my favourite so far. Make a Sequin Party 
Top on Friday 27th November. 



' 4 . 



Visit www.guthrie-ghani.co.uk 
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advice 



SimpficHy* 

STYLE SCHOOL 

Look fabulous whatever your shape 



We all want to look our best 
for party season, and the joy 
of making your own frock is 
you can create something 
to fit you perfectly! When 
pattern shopping, colour blocking 
options are worth looking out for, 
as they are flattering for all figures. 

This month, we have 50% off 
Simplicityiois, a retro style which 
has a colour block option to cinch 
the waistline, which we just love! 




Based on a genuine vintage pattern, you 
ean head baek to the 1960s with this 
vintage dress whieh has neeldine and sleeve 
variations to suit your style. Make it retro 
in eolour bloeked panels, or go elassie in 
a single fabrie and eolour. Best of all the 
pattern is available up to size 28, allowing 
eurvy ladies to look swinging too! 



50 % 

OFF 



Buy Simplicity 1012 for the 
special price of £4.08 plus 85p 
P&P (rrp £8.15) from 

www.simplicitynewlook.com 

and quote SEW1012. Offer valid 
20th November to 18th December. 



I 



Simplicity 1060 

features panelling 
for a flattering 
silhouette, as 
well as inset 
piping detail for a 
streamlined look. 
It also includes 
individual pattern 
pieces for slim, 
average and 
curvy figures, 
and a range of 
cup sizes for 
your best fit 
ever! £8.15 



ArtMfVWdBl 



Simplicity 1537 

is a versatile 
pattern worth 
adding to your 
collection, 
featuring three 
length and sleeve 
variations. With 
princess seams 
to contour your 
curves, and a 
drop waist to 
elongate the body, 
it’s great for all 
shapes. £8.15 




aiuT 








Shop more great patterns at www.simplicitynewlook.conn 
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Calico Kate 

36 High Street, Lampeter SA48 7BB 
01570 422866 

Nominated for British Sewing Awards 2015 
Best Independent Haberdashery Shop. Wales 
Best for Customer Service 




www.calicokate.co.uk 




Tl L TM E SU N GOES DOW N 

mSPIKKD BY THB ^92or3 - 19bO*8 



j Divine Dressmaking Fabrics 

Sewing Patterns & Treasures 

Unique Designs in Vintage Style 
On Silks, Cottons and Viscose 
www.tilthe8ungoesdown.com 
infb(@>ti] thesungoesdown.com 
Tel: 07803 482650 



sewbcx.co.uk 



On-line stockists of Liberty fabrics - Including Liberty 
Tana Lawn, Poplin, needlecord and Lifestyle. 




‘Indie’ dressmaking and crafting patterns - Hot Patterns, Colette, 
Serendipity Studio, Sewaholic, Gather, By Hand, Christine Haynes, 
Kwik Sew, Bluegingerdoll, Cake, Victory, Vogue, Modkid, Tilly & 



the Buttons, Simple Sew, Eliza M, Papercut and more .... 
For amazing offers go to 

WWW. sewbox.co.uk 




r WINTER^ 
^ OFFER ^ 

15% Off 

for SEW Readers 
L Qt/ofe ‘SEW A 



World Wide Shipping - Credit Cards Welcome 

www.sovintagepatterns.com 




Sewing classes available. 

The Fabric Stash - A beautiful 
collection of cotton prints available 
from our shop. 

1 s\ Floor, 7 Middle Row, Stevenage Old Town SGI SAN 

<Tel: 07534173663/ 
- 01438 311095 

www.snippetsneedlework.com 

facebook/ snippetsneedlework 




LflCESTEPSHIPE 

CRAFT 

CENTRE 



New range of Craft Kits 




©LeicsCraft 

It Leicestershire Craft Centre 
© Leicscraft 



Visit us at: www.leicestershirecraftcentre.co.uk 



Silk£> © Cry 

One of the finest Dress and 
Furnishing Silk collections available 
in the World. 

Our stunning collection includes 
but not limited to, Dupion, Chiffon, 
Crepe, Duchess Satin, Lace and 
Velvet 

01445 712203 




(?§^sewcreatTve 



I- II u ■ ' /"H iv , h,ii.;fi (1(1 sill 'ly 

Sewing & textile workshops 
Shop and Online sales 

www.sewcreatjve.org.uk 




sales@silksandcrystals.com 

www.silksandcrystals.com 
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Download pattern online 
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LEARN WITH... 






BOI\D GIRL DRESS 



You will discover countless design possibilities with this elassic fitted bodice and straight skirt which 
make up into a chic fitted wiggle dress fit for a Bond girl. Depending on the fabric you choose, it is 
versatile enough to transition from day to night. These instructions are for a dress with a side zip. 
For a back opening, add 1.5cm to the back bodice pattern. 



Dimensions 

12 sizes (see 
pattern for 
size chart) 
Use a 

1.5cm seam 

allowance 

unless 

otherwise 

stated 



1 Visit www.sewmag.co.uk to 

download the pattern. Trace 
and cut out the front and back 
bodice, and the front and back 
straight skirt patterns. Then 
trace the armhole and neckline 
of the front and back bodices 
to make the patterns for the 
bodice facings. Make them at 
least 5cm wide, plus seam 
allowances, and trace to within 
1mm to 3mm of the edge [ 1 ]. 

2 Cut the pieces from main 
fabric, facing material, and 
interfacing. Sew the darts on 
the front and back bodice. 
Press the waist darts towards 
the centre and the bust darts 
downwards [2]. With right 
sides together, sew the front 
bodice to the back bodice at 
the shoulders and one side 
seam. The zip will be inserted 



at the other side. Press the 
seams open. 

3 Apply interfacing to 
the wrong side of the 
facing pieces. Sew the 
armhole facings with right 
sides together at the 
shoulder and the side seam 
of one pair. Press all the 
seams open. Sew the front 
neck facing to the back neck 
facing with right sides 
together at the shoulder. 
Press the seams open. 

4 With right sides together, 
sew the neck and 
armhole facings to the 
bodice [3]. Grade all seam 
allowances, clip the curves, 
and understitch the armhole 
and neckline seam 
allowances to the facing. 
Press the facings to the 



inside of the bodice. 

5 Sew the back skirt darts 
and press towards the 
centre. Overlook or zig zag 
stitch the straight edge of the 
vent extensions. Sew the front 
skirt darts and press towards 
the centre [4]. Right sides 
together, sew the back skirt 
pieces together from the 
centre back waist and along 
the top edge of the vent 
extension. Cut a notch as 
shown [5]. Press the back 
seam open. Press the vent 
extension to one side and 
stitch diagonally along its top 
edge to the skirt. 

6 With right sides together, 
sew the back of the skirt to 
the front along one side seam. 
Sew the other side seam, 
where the zip will be inserted. 



to within 20.5cm of the 
waist. Press the seams 
open [ 6 ]. 

7 To attach the skirt to the 
bodice, make sure all 
seams are pressed open and 
the darts are pressed 
towards the centre front and 
centre back. Place the 
bodice inside the skirt, right 
sides together, raw edges 
and side seams aligned. Pin 
and stitch. Insert an invisible 
zip at the side opening. 

8 Unfold the vent extension 
and press the hem to the 
inside by 2.5cm. Repeat and 
sew close to the folded 
edge. Make a few hand 
stitches through the edge of 
the folded vent extension 
through one layer of the fold 
of the hem to secure. 




sewmagxo.uk 



sew tutorial 







Curve 
hugging 
wiggle 
dress 





''Ifseasyto 
become the 
designer by 
teaming the 
bodice with a 
different skirt'' 



Steph Durrant, 

Sew Deputy Editor 




Mix and match bodice and skirt 
patterns with Sew Many Dresses, 
Sew Little Timeb)} Tanya Whelan 
(£21.99, Potter Craft). Visit 

www.thegmcgroup.com 



next , 
month... 



Mary Abreu’s collared girl’s dress. 
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brother 

at your side 
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October - December 2015 



XR27NT 

Sewing machine 



• 27 



SMch bngei A Mdih ad^utrar* 
1 flap automate Mon holt 




LEOatwtnglgN 
Fiat arm oomanaon 
inatrudorel OVD 
3 yaar aa r ra n fy 



Innov-is 20LE 

Computerised sewing machine 



• 40S 

• Saiyiaaolauiomoaci atapbunonhola 

• Automate na a cla iNaadar 

• VanaMa 8Mch langti arid aadti ooraroi 



SlBrtSK>p button 

Naadto atop poaaion aaoinQ up or down 
Drop load 
Twin naadia aetnng 
3 yaai warranty 



Innov-is 1300 

Computensed sewing machine 





182 buR-p aaichaa 






Automatic 1 alap button hole. 10 iRtaa 






SF06 - Square Feed Onva SyaMm 






Long aim S3*|2l0mm| aowmg pta 






Ar^ronoad aitomatc naadN Ovaadar 






Saich NngOi arxt mcRh oontoi 






Steialop button 






Slida apaed oonaroi 






Lodi atdch button 






Combae and mamoiitt dttchaa 






Auiompic 9vaad cutter 






Latlaring 5 Blylaa upper and lower caaa 






Knee Ml 






Mult-drectionM aawaig 






FtRy aulomtac tvaad tanpon 






3 year warranty 





Innov-is 955 

Sewing and embroidery machine 



129 uMty A daoor«iva fiachaa 
70 ambroKtary daaiona. 
paja120onCOA 100onUS8Stct 
0 ambroidary A 3 aeMMiQ lorta 
LCD touch a a o an 
tOOmm 1 100mm ambroidary area 
Advanced tuiomaac naacta tvaadar 
Quiet aat drop in bobtan 
Drop lead 
3 year wa r r a nty 
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SeoUmnd 

OaWdOnamwidEdinburgfh EHI2 SHO 
BCKwm ABS5 5HF 
KanAa Houaa lid Perih%h»e PHIS 3LS 
N J Poanont FK2 OUF 

“ - . ,si*i*ioFKeiMA 






Nofth £aaf 

Ongar Sawaig Oanta Whitlay Bay NE2A 2SY 
OTbay A ewtigMa c hi n aa Sunderland an 1 3JQ 
Tha FatOuarlara MawcaaUa vawn lyna NC17 7TN 
UK AiPwirv aaacttrwa t>afiinoton CIU 

Northern kwirntd 

Saw n Kna Baifaat BT4 1 AB 

Norm Wear 

AMcatteta Sawav Wirraa CH4A OQA 

BantMT Sawtig MaiMnaa Lht EccIm M9Q THY 

HotAIrte Sa«a« MaohM IJmtMl Biackbum BB7 2AJ 

HoidUrtw Aawirie MKltnaa IMad Bury BL9 OLO 

i^^ooea Chaatar CHI 4LT 

Lardy Saw KnB Oanta Accrmgfton B85 306 

MAS Sawaig MKiWwa Maywood otto 4NN 

RAT MaeWnaa pomaaic Sdad Biackbum B81 2AL 

IwnpMtona 0«n4ham LA2 THO 

Ntw Oanaraton teia of Man tM9 SAG 

SawtiQ Macttnaa Oraol Wraaham LL12 OPJ 

Yofkshin A The Humber 
QeaaFdbnoaYorti V01 8SW 
QnmabySaaangAKnattnoGrtm»oy 0N32 90R 
yy hBrb ia NS awjHgMac h i r waLidSrieftiWkiSaORV 

Midbmde 

Baddar Ftbrtoa of Itaatnd MP4 08U 

Brawara Worvartampion WV2 3AF 

Btndani Sawrir^ Cartaa PatarborcMgh P61 S8A 

Coutaig Sawirig MHhinaa Unco^ LM5 6AW 

Ondl Cartnd Slaiaa Lid Bwlon on Trant 06 1 4 3QZ 

Cwatia Handa 2 Worcaafr WR1 3tU 

DC Nut Sawing MMchawa WaM WS3 338 

6 L Grain Sawaig Madwiaa LM Nofbngham NG6 8UY 

Frarii Nut S awing Maohtnaa Bwmingihwn B14 7AA 

OS UK Lid Nottvighjan NQ2 30€ 

OUR Sawaig MMNnaa B^mw^nam 8 1 9 3QN 
LaanWigtan Spa SawtiQ MKhhwa lid CV32 4RA 
SawiigMBOhawCantaSrvewaCury SYt 1XJ 
Tha Lama Knight S awa ig Ac a dwnyLaait 8T13 7NX 
LAMNutSutonCoidrwid B73 SBS 

Ernst Anglis 

Baooiaa Sawa n i Machawa B aoc i aa NR34 9TB 
BadMSawAKnaUmtadBadtOfdMKAl 7L6 
FhaMna Qrnai Lamtad Colchaalar 002 7DU 
RanMna Group Lintadipaw«:h PI 3& 

Rwttna Group Umtad Ciwimttford CM2 OLG 
Sawing Mechaw StbiM Kjnga Lyrm PEX SeX) 
SawNortwmplonNonhamoi o nNNI 40X 

Wjitt 

dtlarda Saa«ig Madanaa Swanaaa SA 3JY 
JAB Sawtng MacMna Co lid Nawpod NPt9 4SY 
Swaaig Maohaw OaacI Wroxham U.12 OPJ 
'Mar Mada Rho« on Saa LL26 4RS 

South Best 

Aahtofd Sawing Cwttv Aanfwd TH23 1JH 
SnmMn Sawing CanlroBrK^itonBNI tVO 
BobaiAiong W j rb w i u BNII 360 
C A A Supply Co lid Cramaigh GU9 ONE 
OCSSa^ tMc t w w a Rochatw ME1 1HS 

' ' ehinaa Lid Bonmamwood WD6 IFJ 
W<:<dord 8SI1 SYJ 
Ca diiigti S awa ^ Canta SOSO SLD 
F andiam S awi n g Fararwn POlA 06H 
HaaengaSawaigCania TK34 1R6 

Lawtaaan A Oiptowl SAMoa London 868 3NT 
MrottonaSaw^OareaMaa Mt or w ME14 IB) 
OwlASawtr^CatEasqxKwBhgi 46J 
Ragani Sawing and Knasng lid Mo«d 101 2AO 
Rona Sawaig Maohlnaa Wanruvn Croat Bdl 78X 
Saw Oadna n«wcV^ RQA UQ 
8taio4SS)B4tencav CM11 2UO 
ThaSawa^OmtaBanarMa SW11 3BP 
Tha S awi n g Shop CarHartxjrv CT1 2HX 
TVaotw S awi n g Ma cttn aa limAad Southal UBI 30A 
INbIWig Sawing A KAK Canta Viewing KT 1 5 3NY 
IhaBhHdot S awdngTunbndpt lANts TNI 2QP 
ThaWarld of Sawing Oprtgion BR6 750 

Southwest 

AndSawloKnATaumon 1A1 1NZ 

Brodorw TMton TA1 3NB 

Caflla Ondto WMlon Supar Mara BS24 8S6 

Eaaaw SawaigMadWia Company Eaalar 6X1 2L0 

RanMrw Group LanAHt SaiiUxiry SP2 78U 

Sawerat Swindon SN1 ISO 

Tha Sawino Sludb Redruth TRt$ 3BY 

Sodal Fabric Toinaa TQ9 580 

Slewarfy Houaa of Fdale WPaham BH20 4AO 



01315397 786 
01S42 887 000 
018S7822 Q27 
01324 711333 
01786 482 983 

0191 2525 825 
0191 5687 995 

01207 566 728 
01325463 830 

07799 288 258 

0151 677 7758 
0181 707 7786 
01254 683 558 
0161 784 4450 
01244 384 099 
01254 389 171 
01706 366 843 
01254 52063 
01524 281 868 
01824 836 301 
0800082 6215 

01904 626 244 

01472 343 921 
0114 255 2822 

01432 379137 
01902 458 888 
01733340449 

01622 521841 
01283 568 857 

01905 249 40 
01822 497 003 
01159271156 
0121 443 5685 
0115844 8000 
0121389 5336 
01926 427 572 
01743 343 902 
07970345628 
0121 373 8497 

01502 714 234 
01234 217 098 
01206 583 955 

01473 221 188 
01245346 300 
01563 773 382 
01604 637 200 

01926427 872 
01633284 846 
06000925215 
01492 544 118 

01233620 948 
01273 621883 
01900200 771 
01483 287 777 
01604 A41 507 
02082361520 
01268562 022 
02380860 808 
01329 234 841 
01424 423 106 
02086921 077 
01622670 254 
01323 325342 
02064 780 669 
01902 640 250 
01180 208 664 

01208 523 700 
02072283 022 
01227 467 723 
0208 5741 750 
01832 362 956 
01882 533 188 
01680838 630 

07547006 618 

01623 272 450 
01934 838 327 
01302 275800 
01722 564 488 
01793 530 778 
01208218 842 
01803 866144 
01929 561 191 
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Offers valid from 1st Oct to 31st Dec 2015 
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Stitch a red ^ 
carpet-ready 
outfit in time for 
party season, d\ 
whatever your 
age, shape ,^ 4 *' 
or style 
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CELEBRITY STYLIST 
; ALEX LONGMORE 

. HAS DRESSED 

iM ^ ^ ICONS INCLUDING 

IBt JOANNA LUMLEY, 

'ffV ' TWIGGY AND 

^ ^ CLAUDIA SCHIFFER. 

HERE SHE SHARES HER TOP TIPS 
FOR ACHIEVING STAR STATUS 
FOR THAT FESTIVE SOIREE. 

The party season is the most 
glamorous time of the year, when 
we have the opportunity to get 
dressed up like our favourite A-list 
celebrities. I’ve noticed lots of 
sparkly numbers hitting the shops 
and the key trends for this season 
seem to be sequins and the little 
black dress. Both of which I love 
to style my clients in as they can 
be super flattering if worn in the 
right way. 

Remember a little goes a long 
way with sequins, so opt for 
separate pieces which are much 
easier to mix into your wardrobe. 

A sequinned skirt, vest or bolero 
jacket can be worn with just about 
anything from chiffon skirts to slim 
cigarette pants. Sequins are also 
the perfect option for revamping 
an outfit you’ve had for some time. 
Why not add some to the hem of 
a dress, or the neckline in place 
of a statement necklace? 

“Most of ns will 
have an LBD which 
just needs a bit of 
revamping” 

Thank goodness the little black 
dress is such a trend again! Most 
of us will have one lurking in our 
cupboard already which could just 
do with a bit of revamping (cue 
that sequinned bolero jacket). 

But if you do decide to make one, ' 
there are plenty of options to 
suit your body shape. As a rule, 

I would go for a tailored style cut 
just above the knee. 

Add some celeb sparkle with the t| 
right jewellery, which should be 
lighter in colour than your outfit. 
Dainty pieces don’t work so well 
with a completely black dress, so 
go bold. You could also team with 
a brightly coloured coat or jacket 
in a pillar box shade to ensure you 
look tailored, elegant and red 
carpet ready! 



MOI 



nowtv 



VOHfTV 



Casual elegance 

Emma Willis 

Presenter Emma Willis has gone for a 
flattering trapeze dress which is a dark 
colour on top with a flash of colour 
at the hem, drawing your eye in that 
direction. The loose-fitting shape is 
perfect for disguising a bigger tummy 
and broader hips. Stitch yours in a 
flowing satin or crepe. 



STITCH IT WITH., 
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Cynthia Rowley 1105, 
£8.15, www.simplicity 
newlook.com 



\ 



READER OFFER 

Order Cynthia 
Rowley 1105 for 
£4.08 (normally 
£8.15) plus 85p 
postage. Visit 
www.simplicity 
newlook.com 
and enter code 
SEW1105 upon 
checkout. Offer 
valid 20th 
November to 
18th December. 



John Kaldor 
Geometric print 
crinkle satin, £12.99 
per metre, www.minervacrafts.com 



WEAR IT WITH... 



Carlton London 
Kyna court 
shoes, £34.99, 

www.stylistpick.com^ 



Hollywood glamour 

Jennifer Hudson 

This strapless dress flatters singer Jennifer 
Hudson’s curves in all the right places. 

A peplum style teamed with a waist belt 
creates that coveted hourglass figure. 

Try stitching in a plain cotton sateen for a 
subtle sheen to your outfit and add a few 
statement accessories. 



jgglQIlIQBffl 

McCALLS 



Stretch cotton 
sateen in Yellow, 

£7.99 per metre, 
www.minervacrafts.com 



1 



For more style advice 
from Alex, visit 

www.alexlongmore.co.uk 



McCall’s 6894, £8.75, 

www.sewdirect.com 



WEAR IT WITH... 



CREATE 
A SLEEK 
SILHOUETTE 



Chandelier earrings, £10, 

■5 www.next.co.uk 
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CHOOSE 
A BOLD 
PRINT 



Vintage inspired 

Helen Mirren 

The 70 year old actress wears this bold 
midi dress with confidence. The quirky, 
painterly print adds a fun juxtaposition 
to the vintage-inspired shape, and 
the full skirt skims hips and will create 
movement on the dance floor! 



STITCH IT WITH... 



Gather The Mortmain, 

£ 14 , www.gatherkits.com 



Bond girl style 

Monica Bellucci 

Achieve fashion 00-heaven 
just like Spectre actress Monica 
Bellucci in a sumptuous 
full-length velvet gown. The 
V-neckline and mock-wrap 
bodice with pleated detail are 
ideal for those with an apple 
shape and it’s worth conquering 
sleeves for a winter-friendly 
dress that’s perfect for showing 
off at the Casino Royale. 
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Printed silks 



“Create the 
ultimate occasion 
gomi in a striking 
silk print” 

Steph Durrant, 5eiv Deputy Editor 











FABRIC 

SHOPPING 

1 Silk crepe de chine, £38 per yard, 

www.spoonflower.com 

2 Circles in White/Multi silk/cotton blend, £6.50 
per metre, www.textileexpressfabrics.co.uk, 
01691 670562. 

3 Silk 7mm ribbon in rosey mauve, £1 per 
metre, www.craftyribbons.com, 01258 455889. 

4 Summer Flowers Orchid in Powder Blue 
polyester satin, £6.50 per metre, 

www.croftmiii.co.uk, 01282 859281. 

5 Meadow Sweet Cherry Blossom crepe de 
chine, £24.50 per metre, 

www.beckfordsiik.co.uk, 01386 881507. 

6 Tree Blossom Pinks satin, £24.50 per metre, 

www.beckfordsiik.co.uk, 01386 881507. 

7 Half ball bridal satin buttons, from £1.19 each, 

www.myfabrics.co.uk 

8 Green floral digital print silk, £22.50 per 
metre, www.guthrie-ghani.co.uk, 

01214 498419. 

9 Berries & Leaves in Beige vintage silk, £16.99 per 
metre, www.dittofabrics.co.uk, 01273 757286. 
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Sewing machines for beginners to experts from £99 to £1500 

^ SINGER' 

Synonymous with sewing since S 
Join us on Focebook and Twitter @singersewinguk 
www.singerco.co.uk 



A Christmas Gift from Singer 

Forget the needles on your tree, we'd like to give you o FREE pock of Singer needles os a stocking 
filler on us (while stocks lost). To claim your gift, go to www.singerco.co.uk/xmos and complete the 
form using the promotional code SE1115 





SemrigBeejiidge 
May Martin shares her 
dressmaUrig seerets 

T rousers are a staple garment in your wardrobe and finding 
a pair that fits weli can be a challenge. The size you buy in 
ready-to-wear garments wiii not match the pattern size 
that you use. it is therefore essentiai to take your measurements 
before seiecting your pattern pieces. 

Measure up 

Start by tying a piece of tubular elastic or fine cord round your 
nniddle. This will help you find your natural waistline. Measure 
your waist along the elastic, then your high hip, which is taken 
round the body across the top of your hip bones. Also nneasure 
around the fullest part of your hips. Record your crotch depth 
by sitting on a hard surface and nneasure fronn the surface to 
your waist with a ruler. Your crotch length is nneasured fronn 
the waist point at the centre back round to the centre front on 
the waist. Measure your thighs around the fullest part. Put on 
the shoes that you are going to wear and nneasure fronn your 
waist at the side to the desired henn length. 

choosing a pattern size 

Look at the measurements for each size; these are usually on the 
pattern envelope. Find the waist size that matches yours, then look 
at the hip measurement. If the difference is 5cm or iess, you can 
easiiy make adjustments to the side seams. If it’s more than this, 
choose the pattern size by the hip measurement and adjust the 
waist to fit. Once you’ve adjusted your pattern pieces, it is always 
worth making a mock up or toile out of an inexpensive fabric to 
make final adjustments on your body. The fashion this season is for 
looser fitting styles which are much easier to fit. 

Until next month, 

ffiar<h*i 




For more dressmaking 
advice, pick up May 

Martin 's Sewing ^ . . 

Bible: 40 Years of ^ | 

Tips and Trieks (£25, 
HarperCollins). 
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Excliiswe style admce 



COMFY AND STYLISH WIDE 



Drawstring waist 



A drawstring waist and 
relaxed fit make this a really 
good pattern to start your 
trouser making journey. Loose 
and comfortable, they are a 
fantastic style for travelling 
or lounging in. 
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New Look 6271 
Sizes 10-22 ^ 



OPTIONS 
TOO 
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SKIRT AND' v<: 
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why 
not try? 

New Look 6710 
Sizes 1 0-22 _ 

ELASTICATED 
HEM VARIATION 







sewmag.co.uk 




sew style 




xmthMayMartin 



LEGGED TROUSERS 




Simplicity 1017 
Sizes 6-22 




Best of 
the rest 

Colette Patterns 
Juniper 
Sizes 0-18 

CLASSIC FLY 
FRONT 





STOCKIST INFORMATION 
For Simplicity and New 
Look patterns, visit www. 
simplicitynewlook.com, 
0161 480 8734 . 
For McCall’s patterns, visit 
www.sewdirect.com, 
08448801263 . 
For Colette Patterns, visit 
www.sewbox.co.uk, 
01787 269366 . 



Just for knits 



These trousers can be made 
from jersey and the elastic 
band round the waist 
breaks up the mid-section, 
creating detail on 
a long body. 



New Look 6381 
Sizes 8-20 



Most patterns feature international sizes which differ from 
ready-to-wear sizing. It is essential that you take your exact body 
measurements and compare with the sizing charts on each pattern 



You may 
also like 

McCall’s 6748 
Sizes XS-XXL 

MAXI SKIRT 
OPTION 



sewmagxo.uk 



H/lMc 4 



how 

apron 

Stitch a pretty pinny 
with fenninine frills 



You’re sure to look the picture 
of domesticity in the kitchen 
this Christmas with this fancy 
apron made by Stuart Hillard. It’s 
stitched in a cheerful floral repeat 
designed by Kaffe Fassett, and 
features lovely pleated details and 
a useful front pocket. The contrast 
waistband is long enough to tie 
in a bow at the front to ensure it 
doesn’t slip off during crucial oven 
to table manoeuvring! 



* 
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Dress, £24.99, TK Maxx 



style 




Essentials 

• Floral print fabric, 50cm x width 

• Plain cotton, light pink, dark pink, grey, 

50cm of each 

Dimensions 

48cm X 98cm (excluding ties) 

make an apron 

I Fold 50cm x width of printed cotton in half, 
selvedge to selvedge, and press lightly. Tie 
a length of string to a pencil, then pin at the 
top of the folded fabric, with the fold on the 
left. Position the pencil at the bottom fold and 
mark a quarter circle. Cut on the line and open 
out to make a semi-circle. Do the same with 
light pink lining fabric. 

2 Create a pocket in the same way as for the 
apron, using 20cm x 40cm each of floral 
print fabric and grey cotton for the lining. From 
grey cotton, also cut three 10cm x width of 
fabric strips. Join two of them together for the 
apron frill and set aside. 

3 Make the pocket frill by folding the 
remaining strip in half, wrong sides 
together, and press. With the right side of 
the pocket in front of you and starting at one 



edge, create 5cm pleats in the strip and pin 
to the lower curved pocket edge, right sides 
facing. Trim off any excess length and tack the 
frill in place. Pin the outer pocket and lining 
right sides together, with the frill inside. Sew 
the curved lower edge using a 9mm seam 
allowance. Turn out and press. 

4 Cut a 5cm strip of bright pink cotton and 
use it to bind the pocket top. Sew with right 
sides facing to the lining side, then turn the 
strip to the front and topstitch neatly in place, 
tucking the raw edges in at each end. Pin the 
pocket to the apron front, 8cm down from the 
top raw edge. Stitch in place by sewing 5mm 
either side of the frill and the pocket. 

5 Fold the longer frill strip in half, wrong 
sides together, and press. Create pleats 
as before, 8cm apart. Pin, then tack to the 
lower curved edge of the apron, right sides 
facing. Pin the apron front and lining right 
sides together with the frill inside. Sew the 
curved edge of the apron using a 9mm seam 
allowance. Leave the straight top edge open. 
Turn out and press. Topstitch the seam 9mm 
from the curved edge. 

6 To make the waist tie, cut three 16cm 
X width of fabric strips from bright pink 
cotton. Join them together to make one 



continuous piece. Press the seam allowances 
open. Fold the strip in half lengthways, right 
sides together, and sew down the long edge. 
Turn the strip out and centre the seam along 
the back. Press. 

7 Turn the short raw edges of the strip in and 
press. Fold over the top raw edge of the 
apron by 2cm and press. Tack in place. Centre 
the waist tie onto the apron top edge, wrong 
side to right side. Make sure that the tacked 
top edge of the apron is 5mm down from the 
top of the waist tie. Pin then sew the waist 
band in place along the top edge. Remove the 
tacking, then topstitch all the way around the 
waist tie. 

the haberdashery 

Floral fancy 

Stuart chose this 
classic Big Blooms 
in Duck Egg print 
by Kaffe Fassett for 
FreeSpirit, priced 
£13 per metre, 
www.trixielixie.co.uk, 
07432 408509. 
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OHusqvarna 



VIKING 



The New DESIGNER EPIC 
Sewing and Embroidery 
Machine 



TM 



VMC 



Designer [pfC 
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Thoughtfully created with: 

Over 100 New and Improved features’ 



Over 35 Best-In-Class features vs. all other 
Top-of-the-line machines” 



Over 30 Features Only found on DESIGNER 

EPIC"*” 



Sign up today for more information at 
www.husqvamaviking.con9&pic 
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“What a year! I think it warrants 
a pat on the back!” 



I t’s at this time of the year that most 
of us become reflective about the 
past 12 months, thinking over our 
achievements. For the sewing 
community this can mean 
retrospection at favourite items to the biggest 
stitching fails! I try to avoid too much looking 
back, as I like moving forward. But in the case 
of 2015, 1 think it warrants a bit of a pat on 
the back. What a year! 

I can’t believe that the Sewing Bee 
aired this year, it feels like such a long time 
ago now. It is one of the most exciting, 
interesting and extraordinary achievements 
of my life and I would encourage anyone to 
give it a go. It has brought so many wonderful 
opportunities, the chance to try on a variety 
of different hats, and enjoy meeting more 
wonderful sewists. 

The opportunity to teach has been my 
favourite thing to come from the Sewing 
Bee. I love encouraging disheartened or 
newbie sewers, or just to have a chat with 
someone who loves this craft as much as I do. 
The inspiration that comes from these 
lovely people is amazing. I want to help 
encourage that individuality, and am 
continually impressed with the unique ideas 
of others! I can’t wait to continue my 
teaching next year. 

My second great achievement of 
the year (not in order) is the birth of my 
beautiful daughter. I’ve now been taking 
care of her for two months and am beginning 
to settle into my new life. I am very excited 
about Evelyn’s first Christmas, and plan 
to make her a special red tartan dress, 
something very traditionally festive. 

Going into 2016, 1 will be adapting to this 
lifestyle change, and with this the change in 
my sewing habits. In that vein, I have begun 
#sewspeedy in order to document my five 
minute bursts of sewing. How much can you 
achieve in such short periods? Recently my 
husband gave me a break and took our 
daughter out for the afternoon. He was away 
for two and a half hours and I managed to 
complete a sweater knit adapted Coco. 





Make your own Coco, £12.50, 

www.tillyandthebuttons.com 



Deborah Simms on 
her aehievements 
and plans for 2016 



I kept imagining that they would 
appear at the door any moment, and 
therefore managed my time in five minute 
chunks. T’ll just do this hem’ and so forth. 

I am confident that by splitting up my sewing 
into small tasks, I will still be able to achieve 
my sewing goals, and acheive a mini win 
every day. 

It is a time of change in my life, but it is 

one that I intend to enjoy. Sadly this is my 
last column for now, as I want to spend as 
much time as possible with my family. But 
don’t worry, I plan to keep up the momentum 
that I have built in the past year and I will 
stay true to myself; sometimes I just need a 
little sewing time, and that’s ok. I hope you’re 
having a wonderful festive season, and that 
you have a fantastic New Year! 



! 



ij 

Quick-fire round 

This year I’ll be spending Christmas... 

At home for the first time 

Top Christmas tradition... Presents 
under the real Christmas tree 
I’ll be spending Boxing Day... 

Watching festive films, then 
karaoke with the family 

My top last-minute gift idea... 

Simple zip purses, 

I great for fabric scraps! 







For more from Deborah, follow her blog at www.dfabricate.blogspot.co.uk 



◄ 
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^jf^ownload pattern online 



Essentials 

• Cotton lawn, 75cm square 

• Lightweight cotton lining, 
25cm X 30cm 

• Lightweight fusible interfacing, 
75cm square 

• Coordinating thread 



OdeaJi 



Liberty tie 

This easy accessory is a great gift 
for the man in your iife 



Making a man’s tie was one of the challenges on the final of 
The Great British Sewing Bee series two, however this step-hy-step tutorial from 
The Makery’s Kate Smith makes stitching this smart accessory a doddle. It’s the 
ideal handmade present for that tricky to huy for father, brother or partner, so pick 
a fabric he’ll love in either cotton or silk, and get practising your hand stitching. 





stitch a tie 

1 Visit www.sewmag.co.uk to downioad 
and print the templates. Trace all the 
pattern pieces and cut them out. Lay cotton 
lawn fabric out in front of you and press. 
Place the upper pattern pieces on the bias 
grain (45° to the selvedge), pin and cut 
out. Iron lightweight interfacing onto the 
back of the tie upper pieces, following the 
manufacturer’s instructions. 



2 Join the three upper pieces, right sides 

together. Pin in place, matching the notches 
and sew together with a 1cm seam allowance. 

T rim the ends of the seams that poke out at each 
side, so they are flush with the edges [1]. Open 
out and press the seams flat. 



3 Press lightweight cotton fabric, then lay 
the lining pattern pieces on top, on the 
bias. Cut out. Fold up the points of each lining 
piece by 1cm towards the wrong side [2]. Fold 
in the two sides by 1cm to mitre [3]. Pin in 
place and press. 



4 Repeat these folds on the two ends of the 
upper fabric, and pin and iron as before. 

At both ends, use ladder stitch to hand sew 
the two edges of the hem together where they 
meet at the point, to ensure it is crisp. 



5 Lay out the upper fabric, wrong side up. 

Position the larger lining triangle, right side 
up, on the point of the larger end of the tie, 
leaving a margin of 2mm from the end. Ladder 
stitch the lining in place along the bottom edge 
V shape. Repeat with the smaller triangle at the 
other end of the tie. 

6 Turn both long edges of the tie in by 1cm, 
towards the wrong side, and press [4]. Fold 
both of these edges in towards the middle of 
the tie so that they meet in the centre. Hand 
sew the two sides together using ladder stitch, 
all the way down the length of the tie. 

ladder stitch 

USE IT TO JOIN TWO PIECES OF 
FABRIC TOGETHER 

1 Thread a needle and knot the end. Bring the 
needle up through the fabric on one side, 
where you’d like your stitching to begin. 

2 At the same point on the other side of the 
gap to be closed, push the needle in and 
then out again, in the direction of stitching. 

3 Keep working your way along the fabric, 
from one side to the other. 
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the haberdashery 



Paisley print 

Liberty Tana 
Lawn is a perfect 
lightweight cotton 
for this project. Try 
Felix and .Isabelle 
D, priced £14 
per metre, www. 
alicecaroline.co.uk 
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The bias of a 
woven fabric runs 
diagonai to the 
grain. If you try to 
stretch it, you’il 
notice it has quite 
a lot of give in it. 
Fabric cut this way 
hangs more softiy." 






Essentials 

• Striped fabric, 120cm 

• 2oz quilt wadding, 50cm 

• 6mm wide cord, 200cm 

• 4cm wide webbing, 100cm (optional) 



Dimensions 

40cm X 41cm 



bucket bag 



Sew up the perfect 
tote for all your 
essentials 



This brightly coloured bag by 
Gorinne Bradd is just the thing 
for packing up all your must- 
haves for the festive holiday. Easy 
to stitch and with a drawstring to 
close, it will look stylish and 
come in handy. It could even 
py, double up as a sack filled with 
presents under the tree! 



Blazer, £24.99, H&M, top from a selection at Uniglo, shoes, £19.99, New Look 





style 



Stitch ahag 

I Cut a 85cm square from striped fabric and crease in half 
across the stripes. Trim a 42cm x 85cm piece of wadding 
and lay on one half of the wrong side of the fabric so one 
edge lies along the crease. Cut a 90cm length of cord and 
place along the crease. 

2 Fold the other half of the fabric over the crease line, to 
cover the cord and wadding. Pin the layers together 
under the ridge made by the cord before pinning the layers 
together at regular intervals. 

3 Use a zipper foot to sew directly along the side of the 
cord to make a piped top edge. Quilt the rest of the 
fabric along the stripes every 5cm to 7cm to hold the layers 
together and provide structure. Trim the edges of the fabric 
square if necessary and zig zag stitch along them. 

4 Cut eight 5cm x 8cm rectangles from striped fabric. Fold 
each one in half lengthways, right sides together, and 
sew along the long edge to make a tube. Turn each one out 
and press so the seam sits in the centre. Fold in 5mm on 
each raw edge and topstitch 2mm from the fold. 

5 Pin the flattened tubes to the bag, 3cm down from 
the piped top edge in a landscape position, at regular 
intervals, leaving a 1cm back seam allowance at either end 
of the quilted fabric. Topstitch them to the bag, on the long 
edge of each, to make cord channels. 

6 Fold the quilted fabric in half widthways, right sides 
together, and sew up the back seam with a 1cm seam 
allowance. Trim the ends of the piping and cover with a short 
length of bias binding or scrap of fabric slip stitched over the 
raw ends. 



7 Cut two 23cm squares from striped fabric for the bottom. 

Lay one piece face down followed by a piece of wadding 
the same size, with the second fabric square on top, right 
side up. Pin them together and zig zag stitch around ail 
four edges. 

8 Find the centre of two opposite sides of the square and 
mark them with a pin. Match one mark to the back seam 
of the bag and sew the edge of the square to the bottom, 
stopping 1cm from either end. Find the centre of the front 
and stitch the opposite side of the square to this in the same 
way. The two remaining sides of the square can now be 
sewn to the rest of the quilted panel. 

9 Cut a 10cm x 100cm strip of striped print. Fold in 1cm 
on the short edges and tack. Fold in 1cm on each long 
edge and crease. Bring the long folded edges together and 
pin to make a 4cm wide strap. Iron fusible webbing inside 
the folded fabric to strengthen it, if required. Topstitch along 
both long sides, 2mm from the edge. 



^ Pin to either side of the bag, 4cm below the cord 
I channels. Topstitch the bottom 4cm square of strap 
end to the bag, closing up the tacked ends as you go and 
reinforcing with a cross shape in the centre. Remove the 
tacking stitches. 



^ ^ Create two small tabs from 5cm x 10cm rectangles, 

I I folded in half, right sides together and stitched down 
each side. Turn them out, fold in 5mm along the top edge 
and slip the ends of the remaining cord into each one. 
Topstitch them closed over the cord. Thread the cord 
through the channels at the top to finish. 
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Stripey fabric 

From the Kabloom 
collection from 
Camelot Fabrics, this 
print comes in two 
punchy colourways! 
Priced £14 per metre, 
www.minerva 
crafts.com 
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SeMj tov€4. 



Introducing Wren, a feminine, a wrap style knit 
dress that definitely caught the Sew team’s eyes! 
Perfect for creating a glamorous silhouette that 
can be styled up or down, it’s the ultimate go-to 
dress. Version i is a sleeveless style with a gathered 
neckband and htted skirt, perfect for the festive 
period, while version % features sleeves and sweet 
A-line skirt for staying stylish this holiday season! 



NDIE 

attem 

news 

The new releases from 
thesetopmdependents 



IfUiie. Cev 
[e^Stof fdr 
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Wren. £12. 

www.sewbox.co.uk, 
01787 269366. 




latest 

PATTERN! 

Feast your eyes 

on Orla, the latest 

pattern from Tilly and 

the Buttons; a styhsP 

semi-fitted shift top 

with a deceptively 
simple design. Classic 
at first glance, a 

closer peek reveals a 

wealth of details to 
develop yonr sewing 
repertoire, including 
curved French darts, 

flattering dipped 

hem, and optional 
snowdrop collar. Wear 

over skinny jeans or 
leggings for everyday 

or with slim ht 
trousers for the ofhce. 




New collaboration 

We love a good collaboration at Sew HQ^ 
so when we heard The Maker’s Atelier 
had joined forces with Cloth House 
to create the perfect modern kimono, 
we were super excited! The result 
is a modern shape created to work 
beautifully with Cloth House’s Japanese 
kimono crepe fabric. Available as a 
limited edition Making Kit, containing 
everything you need, including the 
pattern, fabric, coordinating trims and 
matching sewing thread, get it on your 
Christmas wish-list pronto! 

The Modern Kinnono Kit. £90. 

www.themakersatelier.co.uk, 
01273 673724. 



Orla, £12.50, 

www.tilly9i^^^fi® 

buttons.com 



SPECIAL DELIVERY! 

Following their successful 
expansion into paper patterns, 

Liesl + Co has launched two new 
ones. These feminine dresses are 
some of the most popular designs 
from the digital pattern collection, 
and are ideal when treating 
yourself to a cappuccino or festive 
trip to the movies! The Cinema 
Dress is relaxed, comfortable, and 
easy to wear, while the Cappuccino 
Dress + Tunic features a flattering 
V-neck and crossover neckband. 
Which will you stitch first? 

Cinema Dress and Cappuccino 
Dress + Tunic. £13.50 each. 

www.backstitch.co.uk 
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Sales and Service Specialists 



1 



01 522 521841 53 High St. Lincoln LN5 SAN 




Couling Sewing Machines 

Bernina Brother Etna Horn Janome Pfaff Singer Toyota 



_www. cqu I i ngse wing rriach ines_xo . 



OIRFPT 0117 9778 216 

M ^ ■“ I. Sales - Service - Tuition 

sewing machines 

www.direct -sewingmachines.co.uk 



, INTERNET 
: PRICES 

in shop j| 






Established 1963 



46 Sandy Rark Road. 
Brislington. Bristol BS4 3PF, 
FREE PARKING 



JANOME SALE NOW ON 



Bernina - Janome - Singer - Pfaff - Frister Rossman - Horn 



lIimton >>> 



DIRECT 




Linton Tweeds design ond weave luxury fabrics for the 
world's rriost exclusive foshion houses 



> > > 

See our website for the Linton Direct collection 

www.lintondirect.co.uk 











MACHIN 





Make light work of 
quilting with these 
specialist models 

Quilts make fantastic heirloom gifts, 
and if you’re planning to stitch them 
regularly, purchasing a model designed 
for the j oh may he a worthwhile 
investment. Look for machines with 
an extra large sewing space, adjustable 
presser foot pressure and 
a knee lifter. Additional 
accessories are often also 
included such as a walking foot 
for consistent, even stitching. 

Add one to your Christmas list 
before it’s too late! 



MUST-HAVE MACHINES 




^ 899 * 







BROTHER INNOV-IS 1800Q BERNINA 550QE 



JANOME ATELIER 5 



Add your own creative flair to your sewing and 
quilting projects with the Innov-is 1800Q. There 
are 232 built-in stitches, including 133 decorative 
and five fonts, all selectable at the touch sensor 
keypad. My Custonn Stitch lets you design your 
own creative stitches and save thenn to nnennory. 
The Square Feed Drive Systenn provides strong, 
snnooth feed and the ICAPS fabric sensor systenn 
autonnatically adjusts pressure to ensure even 
stitch quality. An advanced needle threading 
systenn, knee lift, and a presser foot 
up/down button nnake stitching hassle free. 



The sleek Bernina 550 Quilter’s Edition offers 
434 stitches with a nnaxinnunn speed of 900 
stitches per nninute. There are 11 needle positions 
for ultinnate sewing precision and the included 
walking foot is ideal for even feeding. Get creative 
by nnaking and saving stitch connbinations in the 
long and short ternn nnennory. Take advantage 
of the adjustable presser foot pressure, built-in 
needle threader, needle stop up/down and slide 
speed control. The bobbin can be wound while 
sewing/ennbroidering and the 550QE can be 
connected to the PC through the USB interface. 



This computerised model from Janome is 
ideal for all your home sewing projects. It is so 
versatile that there are three option kits available, 
one for quilting, one for home furnishings and a 
third for fashion. It’s ideal for big projects, with 
a total arm length of 31cm, however it is equally 
suited to precision sewing, offering 91 needle 
positions. It has a superior feeding system and 
an easy change needle plate. The sky’s the limit 
with 170 built-in stitches, including 10 styles of 
automatic one-step buttonholes and five times 
stitch elongation. 



KEY FEATURES: 


KEY FEATURES: 


KEY FEATURES: 


/ Large LCD screen 


/ 434 stitches 


/ Fully computerised 


/ Knee lift 


/ Knee lifter 


/ 170 built-in stitches 


/ Touch sensor keypad 


/Drop feed 


/ Memory facility 


/ Square feed drive system 


/ Walking foot 


/ Auto needle threader 


/ Advanced needle threading 


/ Seven year warranty 


/ Easy set bobbin 


www.brothersewing.co.uk, 0333 777 4444. 


www.bernina.com 


www.janome.co.uk, 0161 666 6011. 



'Usual price £1,299. Offer valid for limited time only. *Usual price £999, quilting kit £169. Offer valid for limited time only. 
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Hew shopping 



My machine andL„ 



1 ^ 



Sew Over It’s Lisa 
Comfort shares her 
early maehine memories 

“I still remember the day 
I got my very first sewing 
1 machine when I was ii. 

It was a second-hand 
Bernina I got for my 
birthday and is still one 
of the best presents I’ve ever had. 

Now I am in love with my Janome GXL-301 
(nicknamed Betty!). It’s a digital model and 
I love it so much that we use them in all of our 
classes at Sew Over It. Together Betty and I 
have made about fifteen Betty Dresses and 
we have just finished working on some pretty 
capes for my bridesmaids to wear at 
my wedding!” 



MODEL./,*. MONTH 



SINGER 8500Q 

This brand-new model from Singer is a must-have for quilting enthusiasts. It has a huge 215 
built-in sewing stitches, including 17 quilting, nine essential and 176 decorative. There are 
also six one-step buttonholes, plus an endless buttonhole with no size limitations. You can 
easily manage quilts and other oversized projects with the extra-large sewing space and 
the knee lifter allows for hands-free raising and lowering of the presser foot. Another handy 
feature for quilters is the extra high presser foot lifter, offering 6mm more clearance for 
placing multiple layers or bulky fabrics under the presser foot. The speed can be controlled 
by a slider at the front of the machine and the drop in bobbin means there’s no need to pull 
up the thread manually. The 8500Q also 
offers a Swiftsmart threading 
system and there are six LED 
lights to help you see your 
work more easily. 





L 






HUSQVARNA VIKING OPAL 
690Q 

The Opal 690Q from Husqvarna Viking is a fully 
computerised model which offers extra-efficient 
features. The exclusive sewing advisor optimises 
stitching with automatic settings, while the sensor 
system technology automatically senses and 
adjusts as you sew any thickness of fabric for 
perfect feeding. There’s an extra-large sewing 
surface and long arm and there are 208 stitches 
included for endless creative opportunities. Other 
innovative capabilities include a start/stop button, 
automatic thread cutter and touch screen. 

KEY FEATURES: 

/ Fully computerised 
/ Exclusive sensor system 
/ Touch screen 
/ Generous sewing space 
/ Automatic thread cutter 

www.husqvarnaviking.com 



KEY FEATURES: 

/ 215 built-in stitches 
/17 quilting stitches 
/Automatic thread cutter 
/ Knee lifter 

/ Extra-large sewing space 

PRICE: £700 

www.singerco.co.uk, 

0207 336 7986 . 



SHOP,/,*. 

MONTH 

“Having started out as one of the original 
Singer franchise shops, offering service 
and machines to local customers, we 
have grown expediently and supply the 
full range of sewing and embroidery 
machines from all manufacturers through 
our high street and online stores. We 
carry an extensive range of haberdashery, 
fabric and machine accessories, 
and pride ourselves in securing our 
customers’ with the very best deals, 
giving free advice and workshops as well 
as running quilting classes three days a 
week. We also offer authorised repairs 
and servicing by trained technicians.’’ 
Colin Mills, Sewing Machine Sales 



'‘TheSsooQisa 
must-have 
for quilting 
enthusiasts” 



£700 




WHAT'S ON OFFER? 

/ Full range of sewing and 
embroidery machines 

/ Fabric, haberdashery and 
machine accessories 

/ Free advice and workshops 
/ Repairs and servicing 

FIND OUT MORE... 

Visit Sewing Machine Sales, 219 Whitley Road, 
Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear, NE26 2SY. 
Alternatively, log on to 
www.sewingmachinesales.co.uk or 
www.singermachines.co.uk, 0191 252 5825. 



m , 
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY... SUBSCRIBE TODAY... SUBSCRIBE TODAY... SUBSORIBE TODAY... 




reasons to subscribe! 




• BE INSPIRED! Sen/ is 
brimming with fashion- 
inspired projects for 
clothing, home decor 
and accessories 

• REGULAR FREE 
covermounts 



• FREE DELIVERY 

straight to your door 
before it hits the shops 

• SPREAD THE COST 

with a Direct Debit 



• SAVE over £12 off 
the cover price 



• FREE* 6m festive 
fabric bundle 




PAY JUST £29.80 EVERY 6 ISSUES! 



r 



"Treat yourself every month 
icith exelusive patterns, 
expert tips and stitehing 
inspiration with Sew. Make 
.sure you never miss an issue 
by signing up to subseribe today!” 

Lorraine Luximon, Seiv Editor 




DIGITAL 

EDITIONS 

Are available" 




OTHER 

SUBSCRIPTION 

OPTIONS... 

YOU CAN NOW 
PAYFOR SEW VIA 

PayPal 

just visit WWW. 
sewmag.co.uk/ 
subscribe 



COMING UP 
NEXT ISSUE... 

• New year, new skill in 60 minutes 

• Make a dress in a day! 

• Behind the scenes of Angels the costumiers! 

• Expert advice and tips 



LOVE 

THIS GIFT... 

...but already 
subscribe to Sew? 

RENEW TODAY! 








SUBSCRIBE TODAY... SUBSCRIBE TODAY... SUBSORIBE TODAY... SUBSORIBE TODAY 




6M FESTIVE 
FABRIC BUNDL 



With six metres of 

gorgeous Christmas 
fabric the project 
ideas are endless. 
Handmake your 
Christmas decorations 
or something personal 
for a family member or 
friend. Time is running 
out, so don’t delay 
and get stitching! 



WWW. sewmag.co.uk/subscribe 

QiyQc: Quote: SEW1215 

/ Lines are open Monday-Friday 8am-8pm, Saturday 9am-lpm 



* Terms and conditions apply, see online for further details. Instructions not Included. 



Subscribe & Renew 
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The Stratford upon Avon Sewing Emporium 




We really appreciate the nomination for 
Best Onlint Retaiter in the 
BKinSIl AWARIISaiir* 



Shop onlir>e or In person at our fabric 
filled warehouse before December 31st 
& enjoy a 15% discount with code 
AWARDS1S 




Pree Postage ♦ Free Returns ♦ Loyalty Points ♦ >ame Day Dispatch 



Share with us n)plushaddict 

OO®#© 



n -PLCSH 

aJBWCT 

0MS5194422 



N/E\Ai St^ Mfc So>v\e4u*i^g 




Fabrics, patterns, yarn, 
haberdashery, workshops 



3 The Minories. Strafford upon Avon. CV37 6NF 01789 330588 

www.sewmesomething.co.uk 




[Wools 



10% off* your order with code SEW79 



Hand picked by experts for you! 



\ Spinning 
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VOTE ONLINE NOW! www.sewmag.co.uk/awards 



e 



EXPERT JUDGES 



2015 



BRITISH 

SEWING 

AWARDS 



[ VOTE TODAY! 



May Martin: judging the 
Best Haberdashery Brand 

This year The Great British Sewing Bee 
judge and Sew columnist May Martin wi 
be taking to our prestigious panel for a 
second year and will be nominating the 
Best Haberdashery Brand. 

Matt Chappie: judging the Best Cutting Tool Brand 

We’re pleased to be welcoming The Great British Sewing Bee 
series three winner, Matt Chappie to the team to judge new 
category Best Cutting Tool Brand to recognise which product 
range is a cut above when it comes to precision and ease of use! 



GIVE YOUR FAVOURITE STITCHING 
BRANDS, PERSONALITIES AND 
HABERDASHERS THE RECOGNITION 
THEY DESERVE IN THE BRITISH 
SEWING AWARDS AND YOU COULD 
WIN GOODIES - WORTH £500! 




Thank you for all your nominations for the 
British Sewing Awards 2015. You’ve let us know 
your best-loved sewing products, brands and 
personalities and now it’s time to cast your final 
votes. So show your support for your favourites 



by simply voting on the form overleaf or by 
visiting www.sewmag.co.uk/awards. Not only 
will you get to have your say, but you will also 
be in with the chance of winning a bumper prize 
worth more than £500. So get voting! 



THREE EASY STEPS TO VOTE... 




GOODIES FROM 
YOUR FAVOURITE 
SEWING BRANDS! 



Image for illustration purposes only 
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VOTE ONLINE NOW! www.sewtTiag.co.uk/awards 



Send your completed 
form to: 

Marketing Department, 

British Sewing Awards, 21-23 
Phoenix Court, Hawkins Road, 
Colchester, Essex, C02 8JY. 



Voting form 

PRODUCTS: 

Best thread brand 

□ Aurifil 

□ Coats 

□ DMC 

□ Gutermann 

□ Madeira 

□ Mettler 

□ Other 

Best fabric brand 

□ Art Gallery Fabrics 

□ Liberty 

□ Makower UK 

□ Michael Miller 

□ Moda 

□ Other 

Most innovative product 

□ Aurifil AuriFloss 

□ Brother Innov-is V7 

□ Brother ScanNCut 

□ Clover Jumbo Wonder Clips 

□ Fiskars Combo Rotary 
Cutter and Ruler 

□ Janome Memory Craft 1500 

□ Multipom 

□ Other 

SEWING MACHINES: 

Best entry level sewing 
machine brand 

□ Bernina 

□ Brother 

□ Janome 

□ Singer 

□ Toyota 

□ Other 

Best quilting sewing machine 
brand 

□ Brother 

□ Bernina 

□ Janome 

□ Pfaff 

□ Singer 

□ Other 

Best embroidery sewing 
machine brand 

□ Brother 

□ Husqvarna Viking 

□ Janome 

□ Bernina 

□ Singer 

□ Other 

Most desirable sewing machine 

□ Brother Innov-is V7 

□ Brother Innov-is XV 

□ Janome DKS100 

□ Janome DXL603 

□ Janome Memory Craft 
15000 v2 

□ Other 

ONLINE: 

Best sewing blog 

□ Colette 

□ Fabric Godmother 

□ Guthrie & Ghani 

□ Handmade Jane 



□ Minerva Crafts 

□ Sew What? 

□ So Sew Easy 

□ Tilly and the Buttons 

□ Other 



Best online retailer 

□ Backstitch 

□ Cotton Patch 

□ Fabric Godmother 

□ Minerva Crafts 

□ Plush Addict 

□ Other 



RETAILERS: 

Best UK chain store 

□ Abakhan 

□ Fabric Land 

□ Hobbycraft 

□ John Lewis 

□ Remnant Kings 

□ Other 



Best independent 
haberdashery shop 

IRELAND 

□ Moores of Coleraine, Coleraine 

□ The Spinning Wheel, Belfast 

□ Windmill Fabrics, Saintfield 

□ Other 



MIDLANDS 

□ Guthrie & Ghani, Birmingham 

□ Karen Delahunty Sewing and 
Knitting Centre, Kenilworth 

□ Sew Me Something, 
Stratford-upon-Avon 

□ The Sewing Cafe, Hinckley 

□ Other 



NORTH OF ENGLAND 

□ F rom Rags to Stitches, 
Doncaster 

□ Just Sew, Penrith 

□ Liberty Bell, Chester 

□ Minerva Crafts, Lancashire 

□ Waltons Fabrics, Barnsley 

□ Other 



SCOTLAND 

□ Mandors Fabric Store, Glasgow 

□ The Peacock and the 
Tortoise, Perth 

□ Purely Patchwork, Linlithgow 

□ Sew Materialistic, Ayr 

□ Other 



SOUTH OF ENGLAND 

□ Backstitch, Cambridge 

□ Material Needs, 
Burnham-on-Sea 

□ Needlecraft, Hemel Hempstead 

□ Sew Creative, Petersfield 

□ The Sewing Studio, Redruth 

□ The Village Haberdashery London 

□ Other 



WALES 

□ Aberdashery, Aberystwyth 

□ All Sewn Up, Swansea 

□ Calico Kate, Lampeter 

□ Lee Mills Fabrics, Swansea 

□ Sew Lovely, Penarth 

□ The Bon Marche, Porthcawl 

□ Other 



Best pattern house 

□ Burda 

□ Butterick 

□ By Hand London 

□ Colette Patterns 

□ Sew Me Something 

□ Simplicity 

□ Vogue 

□ Other 

Best for customer service ; 

□ Calico Kate 

□ John Lewis 

□ Mandors Fabric Store 

□ Remnant Kings 

□ Sew Me Something 

□ Other 

RESOURCES AND 
ACTIVITIES: 

Favourite sewing 
personality 

□ Debbie Shore 

□ Jennie Rayment 

□ Kirstie Allsopp 

□ May Martin 

□ Patrick Grant 

□ Tilly Walnes 

□ Other 

Best sewing book 2015 

□ Half Yard Christmas by 
Debbie Shore (Search 
Press) 

□ May Martin’s Sewing 
Bible by May Martin 
(HarperCollins) 



□ Sew Over it Vintage by 
Lisa Comfort (Ebury 
Press) 

□ The Great British 
Sewing Bee: Fashion 
with Fabric by 
Claire-Louise Hardie 
(Ouadrille Publishing) 

□ Other 



: Best for sewing 

workshops/courses 

□ Backstitch 

□ Craftsy 

□ Plain Stitch 

□ Sew Creative 

□ Sew Me Something 

□ Other 

i Best exhibition/event 

experience 2015 

□ Alexander McOueen: 
Savage Beauty, V&A 
Museum, London 

□ The Festival of Ouilts, 
NEC, Birmingham 

□ The Knitting & Stitching 
Show, Harrogate 

□ The Knitting & Stitching 
Show, Alexandra 
Palace, London 

□ Ouilts UK, Malvern 

□ Sewing For Pleasure, 

NEC, Birmingham 

□ Other 



Please complete your details in BLOCK CAPITALS 

Title: Forename: 

Surname: 

Address: 



Postcode: 

Contact number: 

Email: 

Date of Birth: DD/MM/YY.. 



Signature: 



.Date:, 



../ /.. 



CLOSING DATE: 20th DECEMBER 2015 FOR VOTES 

Send your completed voting form to: 

Marketing Department, British Sewing Awards, 21-23 Phoenix 
Court, Hawkins Road, Colchester, Essex, C02 8JY. 

Terms & conditions of entry and data protection 

All entries must be received by 20/12/15. The competition is open to all UK 
residents aged 18 and over, excluding employees or agents of the 
associated companies & their families. One entry per household. The prize 
will be given to the first entrant drawn at random. Entrants must be made at 
www.sewmag.co.uk/awards or on the coupon provided (no purchase 
necessary). Photocopies are NOT accepted. Illegible entries and those that 
do not abide by the rules will be disqualified. No responsibility for entries 
lost, delayed or damaged in the post, proof of posting is not proof of 
delivery. The decision of the judge is final and no correspondence will be 
entered into. Winner’s name and county will be available by sending an SAE 
marked British Sewing Awards 2015 to Marketing Department, 21-23 
Phoenix Court, Hawkins Road, Colchester, C02 8JY. 

Your details will be processed by Aceville Publications Ltd (publishers of Sew) 
in full accordance with data protection legislation. Aceville Publications Ltd. 
and sister companies may wish to contact you with information of other 
services and publications we provide which may be of interest. Please tick 
here if you DO NOT wish to receive such information by Post □ Phone □ 
Email □ SMS □ . From time to time Aceville Publications Ltd. will share 
details with other reputable companies who provide products and services 
that maybe of interest to you. Please tick here if you DO NOT wish to 
receive such information by Post □ Phone □ Email □ SMS □ . 
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sew learning 




ES 



Wrap up your festive stitehing by booking a seasonal elass 



workshop of 
the month 

SEW A COUTURE ACCESSORY 

On this three-day course you will be walked 
through the techniques required to make 
your own leather handbag, from the design 
process to pattern cutting and construction. 

The perfect treat for you or a loved one 
this Christmas! Create any style you wish, 
simply bring a selection of images with you as 
inspiration for drawing a design for your own 
unique accessory On the second day, you will 
cut and sample your bag, adjusting the pattern 
if required, before cutting your materials, and 
assembling your bag in the final session. It’s 
recommended you already have some sewing 
experience and you will have the opportunity 
to work with domestic or industrial machines, 
depending on the material you choose. You 
will leave with plenty of skills to use for future 
projects. The course is priced £330, and a 
materials package can be purchased for an 
extra £35 if desired. All sessions run in unison, 
so a selection of dates are available. 




LEATHER HANDBAG MAKING 



Rebecca-Jane, Surrey 
Price: £330 



Why book? 

/ Learn to sew with leather 
/ Create a couture accessory 



To book, visit www.rebecca-jane.com 





THREE MORE GREAT GLASSES 



PERFECT 
PARTY STY 



MINUTE GIFTS 



■“ festive 

FUN 



CREATE YOUR OWN 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

Make Do & Mend, Essex 

Get stitching those last minute Christmas 
gifts over three sessions at Make Do & Mend. 
Throughout the day on 13th December, you 
will have the opportunity to join like-minded 
stitchers to make either a Christmas apron, 
bunting, stocking, gift bag or cushion cover. 
Just bring your favourite festive fabrics and 
you’ll be taught how. Priced just £15 per hour 
and a half class, you can book onto one or all 
three, and there will also be tea and mince 
pies to hand. No experience is needed! Secure 
your place at www.makedomend.com 



SEW YOUR OWN 
WIGGLE DRESS 

Ministry of Graft, Manchester 

Flatter your curves by stitching up a sassy 
wiggle dress in this two-day workshop at 
Ministry of Graft. Inspired by Joan from 
hit TV series Mad Men, you can choose to 
make either a sleeveless shift or a flattering 
mid-length sleeve style. You’ll learn to use a 
pattern block, sew double point darts, insert 
sleeves or add facings, and put in an invisible 
zip. Priced £89, you’ll need to bring along 
your own fabric, thread and zip. The next 
course starts on 5th December. Find out more 
at www.ministryofcraft.co.uk 



CHRISTMAS FUN 
OPEN SESSIONS 

Owl and Sewing Gat, East Sussex 

Need some help creating your festive 
makes? Join one of Owl and Sewing Gat’s 
open sessions in Eastbourne and stitch up 
anything from a Ghristmas stocking, apron 
and bunting to table runners, decorations 
and other present ideas to get you inspired! 
Bring your own fabrics and materials to 
make your projects unique. Each three-hour 
session is priced £20 and dates available 
include 28th November, 12th and 19th 
December. Book now to avoid disappointment 
at www.owlandsewingcat.com 
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You can enter online at www.sewmag.co.uk 



^ just tick 
the boxes! 

To enter our giveaways, just tick the box that 
corresponds with the prizes you want to win and 
send your entry to us no later than 01 . 01 . 2016 . 
Mark your envelope: Sew December Giveaways, 
PO Box 443, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP2 8WG. 

□ GfflNELO BALLY □ MILLILMOON 



y 




□ IVY PRESS □ STASH D MAKE IT 
D SEWING BEE D SEWBOX 

What made you buy this month’s Sew? 

[~~] FREE New Look pattern 
I 1 1 subscribe 

□ other 



What’s your favourite project this issue? 

□ Bucket bag 

I I Christnnas wreath & decs 

□ other 



Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Other. 
Name 



Address, 



Postcode 

Daytime phone. 

Mobile 

Email 

Date of birth 



Only one entry per household please. 

This competition is open to all UK residents aged 18 or 
over, excluding employees or agents of the associated 
companies and their families. One entry per person. The 
prizes detailed in each competition cannot be exchanged 
for goods, or towards the purchase of goods at any retail 
outlet. Entries must be on the coupon provided. It cannot 
be exchanged for cash, or replaced if lost or damaged. 
Illegible entries and those that do not abide by these 
terms and conditions will be disqualified. Prizes must be 
taken as stated and cannot be deferred. The decision of 
the judge is final and no correspondence will be entered 
into. CLOSING DATE 01.01.2016 Winners will be notified 
after the cover dated month, a list of winners will be 
available in writing on request from Rachel Tudor, 

21/23 Phoenix Court, Hawkins Road, Colchester, 

Essex, C02 8JY. 

Data Protection 

Your details will be processed by Aceville Publications 
Ltd (publishers of Sew) in full accordance with data 
protection legislation. All entries become the property of 
Aceville Publications Ltd, publishers of Sew. Aceville 
Publications Ltd and sister companies may wish to 
contact you with information of other services and 
publications we provide which may be of interest. Please 
tick here if you DC NCT wish to receive such information 
by Post Phone Email . SMS . From time to time 
Aceville Publications Limited will share details with other 
reputable companies who provide products and services 
that may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you DC 
NCT wish to receive such information by Post Phone 
Email SMS 




Entermncfor your chance 
to win these amazing prizes! 



CH/.v 



itowin! 



freehand 

^^lON 




MillieMoon 

children’s 

patterns 



We have the entire range cf 10 
Anna Vickery’s sewing patterns 
fcr children’s cicthing, exclusive 
tc Millie Mccn, fcr cne lucky 
reader tc win! The latest three 
patterns are multi-sized and 
easy tc fcllcw, and twc cf the 
styles gc up tc an age 12. Try 
ycur hand at unisex pyjama 
bcttcms, a bey’s waistccat cr 
even a sweet tunic dress. Tick the 
‘MILLIE MOON’ bex tc enter 
Visit the new-Icck website at 
www.milliemoonshop.co.uk cr 
call 01373 464650. 



Ghinelo Bally book 

Five lucky winners will receive a cepy cf Chinelc’s first 
beck Freehand Fashion (£20, Pavilicn). Based cn a 
traditicnal Nigerian technique, Chineic has develcped 
her cwn freehand cutting methed. The emphasis is cn 
the individual’s cwn bedy measurements, and getting 
the perfect fit. The beck cevers everything frem teps, 
skirts and day dresses tc stunning eveningwear. Tc enter, 
tick the ‘CHINELO BALLY’ bcx. Visit www.pavilionbooks. 

com fcr stcckists and a full range cf titles. 





Patchwork and 
crochet booles 

We have five copies of /\ Block a Day by 
Lucinda Ganderton (£19.99) and /\ Square a 
Day by Tracey Lord (£19.99) from Ivy Press, 
to give away. Both books are easy to use and 
provide tonnes of inspirational patterns for 
you to try. Tick the ‘IVY PRESS’ box to enter. 
Visit www.ivypress.co.uk for all their other 
great titles. 



5 

sets to 
win! 
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Hew shopping 




Stitchy stash booster 



We have three bundles, worth over £80 each, for the stitching 
enthusiast. Each set contains ribbons, embroidery scissors, 
needles and much more! To enter, tick the ‘STASH’ box. For 
stockists, email groves(o)stockistenquiries.co.uk, clover(o)stock- 
istenquiries.co.uk or gutermann(a)stockistenquiries.co.uk, or call 
01453 883581. 




Makeltand 
Knit & Stitch 
It show tickets 



This year, for the first time, 
the two shows are taking 
place over two days from 
the 26th-27th February 
2016, in Five, Farnborough, 
with extended opening hours, so 
there’s plenty of time to experience 
all the shows have to offer, including 

workshops and demonstrations. 
To enter, tick the ‘MAKE IT’ box. 
Visit www.make-it.org.uk for 
tickets and more information. 










to win! 

Scxemg 
Bee books 

We have a whopping 
40 sets of The Great 
British Sewing Bee: 

Seiv Your Own Wardrobe by Tessa Evelegh (£20, 

Quadrille) and The Great British Sewing Bee: Fashion with Fabric 
by Claire-Fouise Hardie (£25, Quadrille) up for grabs. Create 
garments from the popular show, and get lots of tips and tricks 
for your dressmaking projects. To enter, tick the ‘SEWING BEE’ 
box. Visit www.quadrille.co.uk for a full list of titles. 





more than 

worth of prises! 





Appleton 
Or«i‘ 

Appleton dress 

Meet the Appleton Dress from 
Cashmerette, your new wardrobe 
staple! This classic wrap style is 
designed to play up your curves 
with a crossover front, a built-in 
waist tie, and a deep V-neck. We 
have two to give away from Sewbox, 
plus all the essentials you’ll need to 
make it, including black jersey fabric 
and matching Gutermann thread. 

To enter, tick the ‘SEWBOX’ box. 

Visit UK stockist www.sewbox.co.uk 
to see the full range of products. 
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Enter online at www.sewmag.co.uk 



◄ 
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SUCCESS! 

what a day! Here are 
some of our highlights 
from Sew Saturday ^15 

Earlier this year we announced the launch of Sew Saturday, 
a new campaign specifically aimed to raise awareness and 
customer support for bricks and mortar sewing and fabric 
shops around the UK. The event took place on 17th October, 
with shops hosting in-store events to celebrate, including 
demonstrations, workshops, competitions, tea and cake, 
discounts and more, all to share the stitchy love! 

Over 200 stores took part, with leading names such as 
Sewing Bee May Martin, plus Lauren Guthrie, Stuart 

Hillard, Jenniffer Tayor, Heather Jacks and other stars out in 
force to support the campaign. We loved seeing all 
the special celebrations and merriment! Here are some 
of our favourites. 




''Our Sew 
Saturday event 
was a great 
success! We 
hadlots 
* of lovely 

ivstomers come along and 
join in our workshops and 
demonstrations. It was 
(freat to get people together 
to have fim stitehing!” 

Lauren Guthrie, Guthrie & Ghani 




THE SEW TEAM 



The Sew team joined our 
local haberdashery, the 
family run Franklins in 
Colchester, for a day of 
Aly Owl make & takes, 
competitions, goodie bags, 
a special Sew Saturday 
cake and live music from 
singing duo. Hat Check 
Honeys. It was great to see 
so many readers enjoying 
the event! 




sewmag.co.uk 






Picture co^rtes;, of ReddiK Standard 



Saturday 






“Sew Busy in Fleet was ^ | V 
a hive of activity on Sew *' ' 

Saturday. It was such a | ‘ 

pkasurerneetirigarLd ^ ' 

exchanging tips of the 
trade with so many 
enthusiastic stitchers!” “ 

May Martin, Sewing Bee judge 




“For Sew Saturday, I spent the 
day at the Haberdashery Boutique 
inFareham, Hampshire. The 
constant buzz of talk, the till 
and laughter provided a great 
background to my reversible 
bog workshop. The different 
fabrics the Mies chose resulted 
in a stunning collection!” 

Wendy Gardiner, sewing personality 




. WANT TO GET , 
A INVOLVED^V 



We had so much fun we want 
to do it all again! The date for 
your diaries is Saturday 15th 
Oct 2016. If you’re a retailer 
who would like to register 
your interest, email 
Saturday^ 
sewmag.co.uk 



“I ran one of the six workshops 
and events that were held at 
Inkberrow Design Centre to 
celebrate Sew Saturday. It really 
was a hub of sewing and fiibric fun. 
The people who attended my 
workshop were a eomplete pleasure 
and everyone walked away with 
made to measure ouffits. 

Viva #sewmgrevolutkm!” 

Jenniffer Taylor, 
www.jenniffertaylor.co.uk 



joined in throughout the 
day with sewing projeets. Stuffed 
toys, tote bags, skirts and tops. The 
support from everyone was terrific, 
and it brought out the occasional 
sewers as well as the die hard addicts! 
Let’s moke it an annual event!” 

Heather Jacks, Sewing Bee series 
two winner 



NEXT MONTH... 



Did you enter our retailer competition? Next month we will be 
announcing the winners in the following categories; Best Window 
Display, Best In Store GompetitionAVorkshop and Best Overall Sew 
Saturday Event. Stay tuned to see how you or your local store fared! 



MEET YOUR 
SEW SATURDAY 
AMBASSADORS 2016 

I We’re pleased to have 

May Martin, Lauren Guthrie and 
Stuart Hillard back on board, 
and new for 2016 is Sewing Bee 
winner. Matt Ghapple! 

MAY MARTIN 

“The creative process 
feeds my soul and 
there is nothing quite 
like getting together 
with a group of 

like-minded enthusiasts to share 
the sheer joy of sewing. We loved 
Sew Saturday. Gome and take 
part in the fun next year by 
visiting your heal fabric shop” 

LAUREN 
GUTHRIE 

“Fabric shops are all 
about the customer 
experience. Having 
a seheduled event 
that has national support, like 
Sew Saturday, is a great way to 
create a buzz and raise awareness 
of the value these stores bring to the 
stitehing community” 

MATT CHAPPLE 

“What do I hove 
about my heal 
haberdasheries? 
Being able to touch 
the fabric, the sewing 
chatter that goes with apurehase, 
the ability to grab those lost 
minute materials...the list goes on! 
Support your heal haberdashery, 
support Sew Saturday!” 



STUART 
HILLARD 

“Tm proud to he an 
ambassador for Sew 
Saturday and to 
give a shout out to 
all the fabric shops, sewing eqfes 
and haberdashers throughout 
the UK! You do an amazing job 
encouraging a nation to find joy 
in sewing, andlapphudyou!” 
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Turn to page 1 02 for templates 
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Alyowl 

Have a hoot making a sweet pincushion 

Our sewing room friend, Aly owl was a popular character at Sew 
Saturday events, and now everyone can make this cute critter! The 
perfect scrap buster, using less than a fat quarter of fabric plus some 
felt, stuffing and a few buttons, one can be made in less than an hour! 



Essentials 



• Main fabric, 20cm 

• Contrast fabric, 8cm x 20cm 

• Coordinating thread 

• Buttons, two 

• Toy filling 

• Felt, scrap 



Dimensions 



7cm X 8cm 



Stitch an owl pincushion 

1 Using the templates provided on pl02, cut a body from a 
main fabric and a tummy from contrasting cotton. With 
right sides facing, pin and stitch the tummy to one straight 
edge of the body, then join the other side to make a cone 
[ 1 ]. Turn right side out. 

2 With a double strand of coordinating sewing thread, 
work a line of small running stitches around the open 
edge. Stuff with toy filling, then pull up the thread to close 
the gap [2]. Fasten securely. 

3 Ease the filling away from the point at the top and fold 
it over to the centre of the tummy. Catch down with a 
few stitches, then sew on two round buttons for eyes. Cut 
a pair of feet from felt and attach these to the base [3]. 



the haberdashery 



Liberty print 



We made our owls super luxe with 
Liberty’s Bloomsbury Collection, Garnett, 
in colourway C, priced £3.50 per quarter 
metre, www.sewbox.co.uk 



v>\'.sevMiiau;.co.uk 
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Shop local! 

After the resounding success of Sew Saturday, here at Sew we think there is 
nothing better than shopping at our local fabric and habby store. 

So, why not pay one of these great stores a visit today! 

PLUS Coming soon details for Sew Saturday 2016 ... stay tuned! 

/n association with SimpncHy 

WWW.S6WTnH^.CO.uk BEimiNA^OHusqvama JANOMEkJUICI' PFAFF © singer 




BATH 



BRISTOL 



CHESHIRE 



CHESHIRE 



Mark Pickles 



Sewing Studio 



27 Charles Street, Bath, BAl IHU 

01225 482413 

• Sewing Machines 

• Haberdashery 

• Workshops 

• Fabrics 

• Expert Advice 

www.husqvarnastudiobath.co.uk 




BEDFORDSHIRE 



ftotionbenr^ 



Sewing and Crafts Cafe 

• Workshops • Tearooms 
•Drop-in sessions •Private parties 
• Haberdashery 
10 High Street, Toddington, 
Bedfordshire LU5 6BY 
www.notionberry.co.uk 
info@notionberry.co.uk 
01525 874253 



BIRMINGHAM 




* Sewing tuition for all levels. 

F Private Tuition. 

» Schools and Colleges welcome. 

* Embroidery software training. 

* Machine training. 

- ' • Pattern Drafting. 

WORKSHOPS 

Run by 

Maria Breslin Sewing Tuition 

based in the 
West Midlands 

01543 480822 

maria@breslinsewingcourses.co.uk 

www.breslinsewingcourses.co.uk 






BIRMINGHAM 



Sew Happy School 
of PatcTwuorh 

rachel@sewhappy.co.uk 

07970 698825 

www.sewhappy.co.uk 

Established in 1994, and based in Birmingham 
Rachel Warren specializes in teaching Patchwork & 
Quilting. 

We have an extensive range of creative workshops 
that are for all levels of ability, tailored to suit your 
needs, either to help you get started with a new 
hobby or advance your skills. 

Classes are kept small and informal, so why not 
come along, learn a new skill and meet new friends? 







A- 

fahrixy, rthhony, 
huttovw... 

83 Sandy Park Road, 
Brislington, Bristol 
I www.mymakeanddo.co.uk I 



BRISTOL 



DIRECT 

sewing machines td 
46 Sandy Park Rd, 
Brislington BS4 3PF 

Mon - Fri 9.30am - 5.30pm 
Sat 9am - 5pm 

0117 977 8216 

www.direcl-sewingmachines.co.uk 



CAMBRIDGESHIRE 




The Raptor Foundation 
St Ives Road,Woodhurst, 
Huntingdon 
PE28 3BT 

01487 842546 

vvww.bobbinandsew.co.uk 

CEREDIGION, WALES 



Calico Kate 



36 High Street, Lampeter SMS 7BB 
01570 422866 

Nomevated for British Sewing 
Awards 2015 

Best Independent Haberdashery Shop, Wales 
Best for Customer Service 






WWW. caiicokate. co.uk 




We will be having a Demo day 
on the 17th October. 

Quilting - cutting and piecing 
techniques and 
Brother Sewing machine 
basics. 

61 Grosvenor Street, 
Stalybridge SKIS 2JN. 

0161 478 8236 
www.all-fabrics.co.uk 



CHESHIRE 



11111111 

• Trading PosLrOk 

We offer a huge selection of 
Patchwork and Quitting Fabrics, 
Notices A Long-Arm Quoting Service 

Open luMday to Saturday • 10am to 5pm 
Bimnon OW Sdwel. Woom Road. Suorton. 
diMliim. CW3 000 Ttt: 01270 812S41 

iiMW.(^<ritr(idh 8 p(> 3 lcotn 



CHESHIRE 



Phil Morton 
Sewing Machines 

Sewing Machine Sales, 
Services and Repairs 

84-86 Mill Lane • Macclesfield 
Cheshire# SKI I 7NR 
Tel:OI625 433131 

sales@philmortonsewingmachines.co.uk 

www.philmortonsewingmachines.co.uk 



CHESHIRE 



T~hc (2.loth ,3hop 
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23 Upper Mall. Sundial House. 
Common Lane. Cukheth. 
Warrington CHESHIRE WA3 4EH 

® 1.01925 762691 fl 

a. theck)Chsnop#ymatl.com 
www.theclothshop.mfb 17 .com 
0 D theclothshop.cukheth 




and fabric 



tool 



BlackSheepWools.com 

E. Inftyr* blackabocpwuoia.Loin 

Black Sheep Wools 

War0hAA(s.*F StudkiiL. Qlaxwis Laov- 
Culchdh. WarrmtttiMi WA.1 4AQ 

[CHESHIRE 



:rcat|^ * 




crcat:, 

WORKSHOPS 
Based in Sandbach, Cheshire 



Sewing Tuition for 
all Levels 

One to one Tuition 



• Industrial & Domestic 
Sewing Machines 

• Pattern making 



Tel: 01 27048 1 420 or 
07772684907 

www.sew-stitch-creat8.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/sew-stitch-creat8 



CORNWALL 






Cornish Garden Nurseries, 
Barras Moor, 
Perranarworthal, 
Truro 

www.coastandcountrycrafts.co.uk 

sally@coastandcountrycrafts.co.uk 



CO. ARMAGH, IRELAND 




3 Cloughlan Rd 
Armagh 
BT61 8RF 
028 3887 1637 
info @ elizabethroseni.com 
www.elizabethroseni.com 






CO. DOWN, IRELAND 



DORSET 



Fairies. 






79 High Street 
Bangor 
County Down 
BT20 5BD 
02891 226020 

c facebook.com/colleenyoungsewing 



CUMBRIA 



Fabrics & Threads 



01228 592759 

The Market 
Scotch Street 
Carlisle 
CAS 8QX 

Visit us for a wide 
range of fabrics 



CUMBRIA 



Fabric heaven in beautiful Cumbria 

Patchwork, fashion, dress patterns and 
haberdashery. 

Runners up of British Sewing Awards. 






Poets Walk, Penrith CAll 7HJ 
www.justsewpenrith.co.uk 
01768 866791 

Justsewpenrith@googlemail.com 



! DEVON 






Retailer of Designer Quilting Fabrics 



• 100% cotton ^ 

fabrics 

• Wadding 

• Haberdashery 

41 High St 
Crediton, Devon 
EX17 3JP 




BASED IN DEVON 



1:^-5 



www.mylafabric.co.uk 



DORSET 




Bournemouth's leading 
upholstery and fabric shop 

9am - 5pm Mon - Sat 

Tel: 01 202 422811 

www.zebedeefabrics.co.uk 
E: zebedeefabricsltd@gmail.com 



c® 
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Cotton Moon, 9 East Street, 
Blandford Forum, Dorset 
DT11 7DU 
01258 453278 

Stockists of: 

Fabric. Wool, Haberdashery, books, 
patterns, plus handmade gifts 
and more. 

Open 9.30-4 Monday to Friday 
and 9.30-1 Saturday 

facebook.com/cottonmoonblandford 



r 



Romy’s 
Sewing Rooms 

For all your dressmaking needs 

Fabric, patterns, threads, zips, 
notions, needles and pins 

180 Irish Street 
Dumfries 
DGl 2NJ 
01387 250867 



EAST SUSSEX 



abigalTs 

dr85>ery 



Stun 

ENGLAND 

01273 472211 






EAST SUSSEX 



■■ 



Dino 

FABRICS 

21 Kensington Gardens 
Brighton 
BN1 4AL 
01273 757286 
www.dittofabrics.co.uk 




Little 

Sew and Sew 

lib Bexhill Road 
St. Leonards-on-Sea 
East Sussex 
^ TN38 OAH 



info@littlesewandsewsussex.co.uk 
01424 423375 

www.littlesewandsewsussex.com 




EAST YORKSHIRE 
Am I 

Sew loi In 



GLASGOW 




Fabric* & Haherdaalieir 

01430 431200 

87a Bridgegate, Howden, 
East Yorkshire 
DN14 7|G 



DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY ESSEX 




ESSEX 



^ O 




in touck! 

01245 267794 

info@makedomend.com i 



94 Byron RoadjI 
[Chelmsford, Essex CM2 6HJ | 



www.makedomend.com 



GLAMORGAN 



Ranorth'i Fabric $ Sov^ng^Sbop 



We sell Rowan, Makeower, Dashwood Studio, 
Robert Kaufman ete as well as a huge supply of 
haberdashery from leading brands. We also 
serviee machines and run many sewing classes 
with the emphasis on "small is beautilnl "our 
maximum class size is 6. We teach beginners to 
advanced. 

We want to run a "Spring clean your machine" 
jClass for our customers We can offer a free hour 
pmust be pre-booked) where they can learn to 
me-fluff and oil and understand some machine 
maintenance. 

Ring us / text usQ 



GLASGOW 



Man/ORS 

THE FABRIC STORE 




Dress, 
curtain & 
patchwork fabrics 




Haberdashery, 
buttons & quilting 
notions 



134 Renfrew Street, Glasgow, G3 6ST 

www.mandors.co.uk 




REMNANTKINGS 

Dr^B Fabrics Pattams, Craft 
Cottons. Haberdashery and 
everything In between I 






FatktHi I « 



www.remndntkings.co.uk 

I GLOUCESTERSHIRE” 



Woti Stilt 

Mad* In En9l*nd 



01386 881507 

Beckford, Nr. Tewkesbury 
GIOS..GL20 7AU 

www.beckfordsilk.co.uk 



^GREATER MANCHESTER 



ROUGE 

FABRICS 

84 Penny Meadows 
Ashton-Under-Lyne 
OL6 6EP 

0161 330 9171 



GUERNSEY 



NSW eon 

GUERNSEY 




BOUDLO 

FABRICS 




e MAeeaoASMairr or tMt east QU*mT 



I HAMPSHIRE 




01252 444220 

Branksomewood Road • Fleet • Hampshire • GU51 4JS 

www.sew-busy.co.uk 















'HAMPSHIRE 

0 ^ sewn tnlTve 

•»Finefabrics ® Haberdashery •Workshops 

QUILTING, DRESSMAKING 
& CRAFTING 

Shop and Online sales 

www.sewcreative.org.uk 

20-22 Lavant Street, PETERSFIELD, 
Hampshire, CU32 SEW 
01730 858020 info@sewcreative.org.uk 

— H T' 



Like us on focebook. Follow us on Twitter 



HERTFORDSHIRE 



^ONTEMC^ORARV 



40a Hockerill Street 
Bishops Stortford 
Hertfordshire 
CM23 2DW 

info(3)sewcontemporary.co.uk 

www.sewcontemporary.co.uk 



HERTFORDSHIRE 



ki 142Cotterells 

Hemel Hempstead 
^ V Herts HP1 1JQ 
01442 245383 

One of Hertfordshire’s 
largest stockists for 
wools, fabrics, 
haberdashery and crafts 

www.needlecraftstore.co.uk 

contact@needlecraftstore.co.uk 



KENT 

New in Kent! 
Convenient High Street 
Location 

Beautiful fabrics & fun classes! 

Mon - Sat 10-5 
www.thesewingspace.co.uk 
Hythe Kent CT21 5AJ 
01303 261329 



KENT 



For oil your pmtchworic noods 

Fantastic range of fabrics and workshops 
Excellent customer service and advice 

Unit 62, Folkestone Enterprise Centre, 
Shearway Road, Folkestone, Kent CT19 4RH 

(Just off the M20 with free parking) 

Tel: 01303 297076 
info kathyspatch.co.uk 

www.kathyspatch.co.uk 



I KENT 









24 Station Approach Road, 
Birchington 
. CT7 9RD 

I • * Tel: 07803238765 

www.daisybudsfabrics.co.uk 



KENT 




www.ccbsewing.co.uk 

Family run business 
located in the historic town 
of Rochester. 

304-306 High Street, Rochester, 
KentMEI IHS 

01634 841597 



LANCASHIRE 









01524 261868 

31 Main Street 
Bentham 
Lancaster 
LA2 7HQ 

www.temptationsbentham.co.uk 



LANCASHIRE 



Potdies and Buttons 

Stocked to tke Ceiling! 




wwwpatckcsAr\dbuttOf\s.eo.uk 
ZS Moor C(t‘rhr/ro4^ 

01200 42308^ 

Tue - Sut ^ 



SHOP OF 
THE MONTH 

“Sew Creative celebrated 
its first birthday on Sew 
Saturday with free sewing 
demonstrations, balloons, 
badges, and tea and cake. 

Many customers visited 
wearing garments made 
with fabric from the shop 
and there was a children’s 
fashion parade to celebrate their sewing achievements. The day ended ^ 
with a surprise 'flash dance' outside the shop by customers and local 
Wl members, and the presentation of a 'mini me' bunting, which is now 
pride of place in the shop. 

Created through my passion for fabric and homemaking, and wanting 
to share that passion through workshops. Sew Creative has already 
generated amazing customer support. The shop has a real buzz having 
already held a local sewing bee challenge, being nominated for two 
British Sewing Awards and launched a customer loyalty scheme.” Jo 
Watts, Sew Creative 




Whats on offer? 

/ Patchwork and dressmaking 
fabrics 

/ Haberdashery, sewing boxes and 
kits for all ages 
/ Elna machines 



/ Workshops and parties in 
quilting, dressmaking and fabric 
crafting 

/ Gift vouchers 
/ Machine servicing 
/ Online fabric sales 



Please visit Sew Creative, 20-22 Lavant Street, Petersf ield, Hampshire, GU32 3EW. 
Alternatively, log on to www.sewcreative.org.uk, 01730 858020. 



LANCASHIRE 



LEICESTERSHIRE 



Patchwork Parade 

Patchwork & Quilting Supplies, 
Quality Fabrics, Threads, Kits, 
Quilting Notions, Block of the 
Month, and classes for all 
skill levels. 

Open Tues - Sat Warn - 4pm 

Q House, Russell Street 
Chadderton, Oldham OL9 9LF 
Tel 0161 633 5900 
www.patchworkparade.com 
patchworkparade@gmail.com 




LANCASHIRE 






We stock Haberdashery, Craft fabric, 
Threads, Ribbons, Craft essentials and 
sew much more! 

68 Berry Lane, Longridge, Preston, 
Lancs PR3 3WH 

01772 780883 

oh-sewcrafty@btconnect.com 
www.facebook.eom/ltsOhSewCrafty 
@ltsOhSewCrafty on Twitter 




Leam. Design. Malce. 

10a High street 
Market Harborough 
LE16 7NJ 



www.leicestershirecraftcentre.co.uk 



create@leicester shirecraf tcentr e. co . uk 

Tel: 01858 466692 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

Sassy Sewing 

A new kind of sewing shop. 
Hundreds of 
hand-picked fabrics. 
Dressmaking and crafting workshops... 
free cake. High-class haberdashery, 
wool and a warm welcome... always 




8 The Marketplace, Horncastle, LN9 5HB 
Under the archway, between Age UK 
and the locksmiths 

www.sassysewing.co.uk 
01507 524566 



LEICESTERSHIRE 



LINCOLNSHIRE 




I 14 Castle Street. Hinckley. 
Leicestershire. LEIO IDO 
> 4980)4 • WWW thesewingcafe.ce.uk 



SEWING WORKSHOPS. 
BEAUTIFUL FABRICS 
a HABERDASHERY 
















LINCOLNSHIRE 




Sew Friendly 

Fabric, Haberdashery 
& Sewing Classes 
Dress making, soft 
furnishing, quilting, crafting 
Unit 8, Crown Walk, West Street, 
Bourne, Lines PE 10 9NE 
follow us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/sewfriendlybourne 
01778 420464 



info@sewfriendly.co.uk 

www.sewfriendly.co.uk 



LONDON 



LONDON 



SEW MUCH FUN PRIMROSE HILL 

46 Chalcot Road, London NW1 8LS 

0207 722 9889 

• Classes • Fabrics • Haberdashery • Yarns 




SEW MUCH FUN WINDERMERE 

7 Victoria Gardens, Victoria Street, 
Windermere, Cumbria LA23 1AD 

01539 448852 

sewmuchfun@btinternet.com 

www.sewmuchfun.co.uk 



MERSEYSIDE 



Sewing & Knitting Centre Ltd 

THE MOST CREATIVE IDEAS 
Janome, Pfaff, Singer and Bernina 
se\>ing machines and overlockers 
Service and repairs to most makes of 
machines and overlockers 
We stock haberdashery, hand dyed 
threads and fat quarters 
DMC stranded threads 
Workshops 

We also run a Janome J Club from the shop 



17 London Street, Southport PR9 OTI 

www.sewingmachine.co.uk 

sales@sewingmachine.co.uk 
Tei no 01704 534688 



NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 



Mrs 

sew sew 

• Fabric 

• Haberdashery 

• Patterns 

• Beads 

• Buttons 

• Ribbons and Trims 

57A Haines Road, Far Cotton 
Northampton NN4 8DS 

01604 432119 

Emaii: mrssewnsew2010@gmaii.com 
www.mrssew-n-sew.co.uk 




NORTHUMBERLAND 



The Craft Hive 

WWW. crafthive .co.uk 

Quilting Fabrics, 
Wool & Haberdashery 
Workshops, Craft Groups 
& Kids Parties 



16c Front Street West 
Bedlington 

Northumberland v 

NE22 5UB 

01670 821758 

info@crafthive.co.uk 
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NORTHUMBERLAND 




UNIT 3,WARKWORTH DRIVE, 
ELLINGTON, NE6 1 5HL 

01670 457150 

FABRICS AND HABERDASHERY 
SEWING MACHINES AND SERVICE 
SEWING LESSONS 
ALTERATIONS AND DRESSMAKING 

www.thesewingmachineguy.co.uk 



NORTH YORKSHIRE 



CottontaiC 

Crafts 




SETTLE BD24 9DN 
www.cottontailcrafts.co.uk 
01729 822946 



NORFOLK 




TULIPTREE DESIGNS 



• Workshops • Fabric 
• Quilting & Crafts 

Groveland Farm Shop 
Thorpe Market Road 
Roughton, Norfolk NR1 1 8TB 

Tel: 01263 834353 
E: tuliptreedesigns@hotmail.co.uk 
www.tuliptreedesigns.co.uk 



NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 




We offer workshops and courses for children 
and adults. A wide range of haberdashery and 
fabricks. Stockists of Simplicity, New Look, 
Butterick and McCall Patterns. 
Follow us on facebook, twitter Instagram 

www.thefaffroom.co.uk 
0 1 623 232242 / 0796968 1 709 

Burnaby FHouse Church Street Mansfield 
Woodhouse NG 1 9 8AH 




SUFFOLK 

The Fabric Shop 

Tel: 01379 871017 

We have an extensive range of fabric 
in stock, available in many different 
styles and colours. 

With over 30 years of experience in 
the industry, there really is no better 
company to trust. 

1 a Church Street 
Eye, Suffolk 
IP23 7BB 








SOUTH LANARKSHIRE 



For all your Quilting 
& Sewing Supplies 

Visit our new shop 
3 Clydesdale Close, Biggar, 
South Lanarkshire, ML12 6GH 
kim@biggarstitches.com 
01899 220837 
www.biggarstitches.com 



SOMERSET 
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I millie moon 1 

i SCO) - croft - moke | 

Catherine Hill, Frome, Somerset. ^ 
I 

Fabrics & Workshops 



i www.milliemoonshop.co.uk 









SUFFOLK 






^ }J/\£j£/iDr]:yrJ£j-j '/ 
24 Bury Street, Stowmarket 
Suffolk IP141HH 

01449 257077 

hello@stitchxstitch.co.uk 



SUFFOLK 

duilters Haven ^ 




• Quality Classes • Fabrics 
Plus much, much more 

68 High Street, 

Wickham Market, Suffoik iP13 OQU 
01728 746275 

www.quilters-haven.co.uk 



SURREY 




(6 Upper Mulgfre* AomS Chcam SMI 7AZ 
tnlfo•amcn««^Afc«rd«sh•rv CO ui 
r«t 010 6040 

Fabrics 6 Haberdashery 
Workshops & Parties 

Stockiataof lUufmAiv Ou^woc>dL 



S«ven6>«rry 4 nxxe 




Sew N^e •' ’>o*v*.,*4uiAq 

3 The Minories 
Courtyard Gate 
Stratford Upon Avon 
Warwickshire CV37 6NF 

www.sewmesomething.co.uk 



WARWICKSHiRE 



Market Place, 
Alcester 
Warwickshire 
B49 5AE 
07931 095052 
www.harryandfloss.co.uk 

WARWICKSHiRE 



3 Smalley Place 
Kenilworth 
CVS IQG 
01926 863709 ' ■ 

gemma . stitched . up @gmail .com 



WEST SUSSEX 

MORE Sewing 

Fabric Shop 
Sewing School 

S8 South Stmt Tamn{. Worthing. BNM 7NB 

www.moresewing.co.uk 

01903 442373 



WEST SUSSEX 

A BIRDCAGE BARi? 

\ \ 

Visit us ot: 

1 Leigh Road 
Chichester 
P019 8TT 

www.birdcagebam.co.uk 

01243 538047 

iiHMMiiMiyyMiii 



WEST SUSSEX 




WEST SUSSEX 




10 Chinns Court, Warminster BA12 9AN 



Fabric, Yarn, Haberdashery, 
Jewellery, Arts & Crafts 

‘WILTSHIRE 

I 



Stctc4e^ 




8 High Street, Warminster, 
Wiltshire BA12 9AE 
Tel: 07340 525974 
•Haberdashery • Sewing machines 

www.stitches4u.co.uk 



[wiLTSHiRE 




WORCESTERSHIRE 



SEV FAB ' " “ ** 

5 Unicorn Hill 
Redditch 697 4QR 

www.sewfabredditch.co.uk 

facebook.com/ 

sewfabredditch 



WORCESTERSHIRE 




WORCESTERSHIRE 



• Patterns 

Evesham Country Park 
Evesham, WRll 4TP 
01386 761217 
www.cotswoldneedlecraft.co.uk 



COOrU af Cr»-4tff5 



¥ 
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What have you been making? 

Enterour'Projectof the Month' Challenge for your chance to win a £20 Gift Voucher! Follow us on O O ® O 



Free demos at all stores 

Free Sewing & Knitting Surgeries - we're here to help you! 

Sewing & Craft Classes at Liverpool & North Wales Stores 

Buy online, visit 

Mostyn Chester Birkenhead O Liverpool Manchester Bolton Preston 




I 
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The essential A-Z for all 
your sewing needs 



p p ^ ^ 
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DRESSFORMS 



FABRICS 




adjustoform 



To see our full range & 
find 0 stockist, please 
visit our website: 

www.adjustoform. 




Calico Kate 

36 High Street, Lampeter, 
SA48 7BB 
01570 422866 
www.calicokate.co.uk 



Create Escape 

Contemporary interiors, fabrics & 
workshops 

Fisherton Mill, Fisherton St, Salisbury 
www.create-escape.com 



^ ' FABRIC§| 
^ I^HERNS 
HABERDASHERY 
KITS 

/ 

www.fabricgodmother.coTuk 




y THE FABRIC STORE 



k 

Dress, curtain, and 
S patchwork fabrics. 

B Haberdashery, buttons and 
it quilting notions. 

^ And much, much, more. 
A www.mandors.co.i 

ILi^ 



134 Renfrew Street, 
Glasgow, G3 GST 




Minerva Crafts 
www.minervacrafts.com 



www.beckfordsilk.co.uk 
Silks & velvet. Natural, printed 
& dyed to shade. Small quantities 
At wholesale prices. 01386 881507 






M. www.fabricland.co.uk a- 

yXEverything from Craft Cottons, through Polar Fleece to Lycra^^ 

tel: 01425 461444 ' 



Beautiful Fabric Collections 

14 Shamrock Way, Hythe Marina, 
Southampton S045 6DY 

02381 783386 

www.newforestfabrics.co.uk 



Natures Threads 
07778507 1 67 

Oakshott Fabrics 
0I452 37I57I 



Only Oilcloths 
0I772 7900 1 7 
www.onlyoilcloths.co.uk 



Patch Fabric 
0I502 588778 

Pins and Needles 
0 1 3 I 622 7222 



419 Barlow Moor Rd 1 Moseley St 

Chorlton M Digbeth 

Manchester M21 8€R w Birmingham B5 6JX 

Tel: 0161 881 7960 BIRMINGHAM Tel: 0121 622 6102 



1 0OOs of Rolls Qt Realistic Prices! 

Stockists of oil kinds of 

• Fashion Fabrics • UUoolens • UUorsteds 
• Polyujools • Polyesters • Cotton • Dance UUeor 
• Linings • Bridal UUeor • Satins • Suiting 
• Lycra and much, much more! 

ufUfui.leensfobrks.ce.uk 




Purple Stitches 
01256 882163 

Sewbox 
01787 269366 



T 

01420 260036 
www.rooftopfabrics.com 



Sew County 
07944 006636 

Sew Crafty 
01628 620703 
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Material Needs 

FOR DRESS AND QUILTING FABRICS 

www.material-needs.co.uk 

Tel: 01278 794751 Simplicity, Butterick and Kwik Sew Patterns 




Sew Hot 
0330 I I I 3690 

Silk Route, The 
01252 835781 

Silks & Crystals 
sales@sill<sandcrystals.co.uk 

Stitch 

0208 989 9970 



Superior Sewing Centre 
01228 599880 
vsfww.superiorsewing.co.uk 
1 4, Rosemary Lane 
Carlisle CA3 8PN 



www.pennineoutdoor.co.uk 

Wide range of water resistant fabrics for clothing, covers, bags etc. 
Microfleece, sweatshirting and T-shirting, also buckles, 
webbing and zips etc. 

FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE 

Tel: 01524 263377 




R 



ennine 



outdoor 



Sew Q/kiPM 








www.sewcharming.co.uk 



www.sewmag.co.uk 
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HABERDASHERY 




NEW 

THREADS QUILT SHOP 

Tel: 01 264 771443 
new.threads@jlis.co.uk 
www.new-threads.com 



LEARNING 



Let’s Learn 
0208 445 2475 



Made Cafe Worl<shops 
www.madecafe.co.uk 



Make Do & Mend 
0 1 245 267794 



Manor House Hotel 
01837 53053 



National Design Academy 
01 159 123412 



Northumbria University 
0191 2326002 



Norwich University ofThe Arts 
01603 610561 



PATCHWORK & QUILTING 



Ludlow Quilts 
01584 879131 



Patchwork Basket, The 
01531 822442 



Pelenna Patchworl<s 
01639 898444 



Pippins Patchwork and Crafts 
01778 394131 / 0795 I 040717 



Quilt With Jenny 
0 1 264 7 1 026 1 



Quilters Cupboard, The 
0191 3781663 



Quilters Dream 
0 1 264 324420 



PATTERNS 



Bobb-ln & Sew 
01487 842546 
The Raptor Foundation 
St. Ives Road,Woodhurst 
Huntingdon PE28 3BT 



Nottingham Trent University 
01 159 418418 



School of Stitched Textiles 
01257 463163 



Sew Over It 
0207 326 0376 



Thrifty Stitcher; The 
0779 255087 



Tutor Couture 
0 1 394 548346 



University of Northampton 
0 1 604 735500 



York School of Sewing 
07503 510733 



Quilters Haven 
01728 746275 



Quilters Quarters 
01772 780998 



Thread Bear 
0208 657 5050 



Utterly Delightful Fabric Emporium 

—1— ^Stitches 



wwyyJromf9sto5titches.co.uk 



Q 077^4 385 382 



St Uatvi Cjuvf /c 
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www.sewdirect.com 

for sewing accessories/ haberdashery & 

Butterick/ Kwik Sew® McCall & Vogue® Patterns 



SEWING MACHINE STOCKISTS 



Bamber Sewing Machines 
0161 707 7786 



Coles Sewing Centre Ltd 
01 15 988 1550 



Beccles Sewing and Handicrafts 
01502 71 1632 



Direct Sewing Machines 
01 17 977 8216 



Brighton Sewing Centre 
01273 621653 



Exeter Sewing Machines 
0 1 392 275660 



SEWING MACHINE STOCKISTS 



Couling 

Sewing Machines 



FamiU Run Business 
Since l«^82 



Everything 4 Sewing 
Lincoln -01S22 521841 



Sales • Service 
Specialists 



www.coulingsewingmachines.co.uk 




Cliffords Sewing Machines Ltd 



154 WESTERN STREET, SWANSEA SAl 3JY 
Est over 70 yrs, suppliers of Janome, Brother, Juki, Bernina, Elna, 
Husqvarna. New and reeonditioned overloekers, embroidery 
maehines, threads and aeeessories, we also provide serviee and repair 
to most makes. Our eustomers include domestic and 
commercial as well as major schools and 
colleges in the area. UK service centre ^ 

for EENAPRESS no matter how old or ‘ 

condition. Mail order service available ^ ^ 

Tel 01792 655928 | Fax 01792 410743 T T. 

e mail cliffordsew@hotmail.co.uk 

web www.cliffordselnapress.co.uk 



Frank Knutt Sewing Machines 
0121 443 5555 



Redgewell Sewing Machines 
0208 337 3444 



Leamington Spa Sewing Machines 
01926 427572 



Rona Sewing Machines 
01992 640250 



Lewisham & Deptford Sewing Machines 
0208 6982 1077 



S Nutt Sewing Machines 
0121 327 2828 



M and S Sewing Machines 
01706 366943 



Sew Creative 
01223 350691 



MKC Services 
01 13 245 3156 



Sew Devine 
0 1 1 8 926 8664 



Newport Sewing & Craft Centre 
01633 284646 



Sew Northampton 
0 1 604 637200 



Nj Sewing Machines 
01324 461643 



Singer Sewing Centre, Southend on Sea 
01702 601931 



Parrs Sewing Machines 
01684 563106 



Superior Sewing Centre 
01228 599880 



Phil Morton Sewing Machines 
01625 433131 



Tullys Sewing Machines 
0191 565 7995 



Reads ofWinchester 
01962 850950 



Tysons Sewing Machines Ltd 
0208 574 1750 



PEMBERTONS 
OF STIRLING 



West End Sewing Centre Ltd 
01242 244025 




Woking Sewing & Knitting Centre 
01932 352958 



Woodseats Sewing Machines 



21-25 Friars Street, Stirling FK8 IHA 
Tel: 01786 462993 info@psmc.co.uk 

pE www.psmc.co.uk 



1 663 ChestertlTd Road , 

‘ WnnriQpntc 
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Woodseats 
S8 ORY 

Tel: 0114 255 2822 






www.wsmshop.co.uk 



www.sewinag.co.uk 











"•ULTIMATE 

FESTIVE GIFT GUIDE 



lO 



of the best kits, easy projects and stitchy 
buys for those last minute presents 




With Christmas just around the 
comer, we know there’s a lot to 
prepare. Don’t panie if you have a 
few final gifts to make, we’ve got 
just the thing! 

Cross stitch 
perfection 

THESE SWEET LITTLE CROSS STITCH 
KITS CAN BE STITCHED UP QUICKLY IN 
A VARIETY OF SEASONAL DESIGNS 
FILL THEM WITH 
CHOCOLATES 
OR A MINI 
BOTTLE OF 
THEIR FAVOURITE 
TIPPLE. PRICED 
£6.80 EACH, VISIT 
WWW.STITCHER. 

CO.UK OR CALL 
0161 464 7310 
FOR DETAILS. 







Hello, dolly 



Say hello to Lou Lou, the first of a new collection 
of boudoir dolls fronn the team at Sew La Di Da 
Vintage. She would make a fabulous gift for doll 
lovers of all ages in her classic ’20s style, with lots of 
opportunity for customisation! Priced £49.99, visit 
www.thedollcollective.co.uk for more information. 



I 













READER OFFER 

ENTER SEWMAG1 AT THE 
CHECKOUT TO GET LOU 
LOU FOR £45! 



1 
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Bag it up 

STITCH UP A SUPER HANDY 
TOTE BAG WITH THIS KIT FROM 
LEICESTERSHIRE CRAFT CENTRE. 
MAKE IT FROM THE PRETTY FAT 
QUARTERS PROVIDED, 

OR USE THE 
RECIPIENT’S 
FAVOURITE 
COLOURS. 

IT’S ALSO A 
GREAT (AND 
ROOMY) 

ALTERNATIVE TO A 
STOCKING. PRICED £12, 

VISIT WWW.LEICESTERSHIRE 

craftcentre.co.uk for the 

FULL RANGE. 





Liberty love 

The Liberty 
Colouring 
Book, (£9.99, 

Penguin) is the 
perfect gift 
for a Liberty 
obsessed 
loved one, 
with over 
50 pages of 
the iconic 
store’s prints 
to colour at 
their leisure. 

It’ll keep 
them busy all 
Christmas! Visit www.liberty.co.uk for 
more information. 



sewmagxo.uk 





Leam to sew suitcase 

Great for kids, this suitcase contains everything 
needed to learn how to sew, and complete 
some great first projects. Make three cuddly 
elephants, a plush cat and kitten, a drawstring 
bag, a needle case and pincushion plus fabric 
corsage. Priced £19.95, find 
it in the New Range _ i 
section at www. 
buttonbag.co.uk 



PERFECT 
FOR ANY 
BEGINNER 






Matchbox 
kits 

_ Inspired by Lisa 
Comfort’s travels to India, the 
Indian Matchbox Kits from Sew 
Over It are a range of hand 
sewing projects, all beautifully 
packaged in giant matchboxes! 
Perfect for children and adults 
alike, these Chatting Birds would 
make a lovely present for a 
cherished friend. Priced £10.95, 
visit www.sewoverit.co.uk for 
more kits and classes. 



Stag head 

FOR A UNIOUE GIFT TRY THE 
MAKERY’S STAG HEAD KIT. ON-TREND 
WITH HIS FESTIVE ANTLERS, ALL 
YOU NEED TO CREATE HIM IS INSIDE 
THE BOX AND READY TO GO. THE 
FINISHED STAG MEASURES AROUND 
40CM HIGH. PRICED £24.95, VISIT 

www.themakery.co.uk for more 

INFORMATON. 



'7 love the originality 
of this kit, it would 
he perfeet for your 
more quirky friends 
and family'' 

Carolyn Kirkpatrick, 
Editorial Assistant 









I 



Collar kit 



Derek the dinosaur 

This little fella would be a fab gift for any little 
boy. Make him in their favourite print or colour 
for extra wow-factor, or create a pair to give 
to siblings. Priced £16, Cuddle Crew Patterns 
has a fabulous range of soft toys to stitch and 
each comes with step-by-step instructions, 
diagrams, and free video tutorials. Visit 
www.cuddlecrewpatterns.co.uk for more. 




For the fashionista who has it all, this 
gorgeous collar kit from Gather can be 
whipped up in no time at all in stunning 
green leaopard print! Make either a 
rounded or square version. Priced £10, 
visit www.gatherkits.com 



QKitty^ 



rag doll 



From the ever-crafty Kirstie Allsopp, 
comes this wonderul set to make 
a stitched dolly. Complete with 
detailed instructions and everything 
you need to make her, plus a pretty 
floral dress for her to wear! Priced 
£20, visit www.hobbycraft.co.uk to 
see Kirstie’s other fun projects. 
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Build garments 
^ ^ from templates ^ 



Join the iJighsI fabric 
pointing oevolotion with 



For Windows XP or later 
See website for prices 
Low cost upgrades from 
Fittingly Sew 1 available 
Free technical support 



Fittingly Sew 2 

Computer aided pattern drafting 

Have fun designing well-fitting garments 
for every size and shape 

Using reflections and 
effects, create exciting & 
unique fabric patterns 



Take a graphic 
image 



Tel 01691 828556 



Print full size 
patterns with an 
ordinary printer 



Or draft your 
own pieces 






Try out your fabrics 
on your pieces 



^ f Email files of pieces 
& fabrics to a fabric 



pnntmg service 









www.softbyte.co. u k info@softbyte.co.uk 



NEW THREADS QUILT SHOP 
www.new-threads.com 
tel: 01264 771443 

Quality quilting threads: Aurifil, YLI, 
Superior, Madeira, DMC, Gutermann, etc 

Dressmaking Patterns & Supplies 

108" Wide Quilt Backs - Wadding 



Moda Pre-Cuts - Large selection of 
Jelly Rolls^*^, Layer Cakes^'*, Charm Packs 

FABRIC... lOOO's of bolts! 

Studios 12 - 14, Craft & Design Centre 
Weyhill, Andover, Hants SPll OQN 
PLENTY OF FREE PARKING 
Directions & info: www.new-threads.com 
Coach Parties Welcome - full day craft programmes, 
tearoom and art gallery on site - phone to book 





70 sewmag.co.uk 
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JANOME Worth 

giveaway! 

We he teamed up with our friends at Janome to give one lucky 
reader the ehance to winan imredibkendn'oidery machine 



The Jaivyme Memory Craft 500E 

With the latest in innovative design from Janome, the Memory Craft 500E embroidery 
only machine makes it easy to personalise, embellish and monogram home decor 
items, garments and accessories. With 160 built-in embroidery designs and six fonts 
for monogramming, the possibilities are endless. The full colour display screen tells you 
everything you need to know. Choose from one of the built-in designs or download 
from the internet. This model has a host of powerful editing features providing extensive 
creative opportunities. Flip, rotate, resize, edit or combine designs to make 
your project unique. It stops ^ ^ 

automatically after sewing each 
colour thread in the design. 

Simply thread up the next shade 
and see the design develop 
before your eyes. The MC500E 
also comes with two embroidery 
hoops and an extra-wide table 
for expansive work room. 



JAHCtV' 




KEY FEATURES 

y 160 built-in designs 
y Six fonts for monogramming 
y Auto thread cutter 
y On-screen design editing 
USB port 



r 




Professional 




How to enter 

Head to www.sewmag.co.uk and 

answer this simple question to be 
in with a chance of winning! 

How many built-in embroidery 
designs does the Memory Craft 
500E have? 

A) 160 

B) 200 

The competition closes on 01 . 01 . 16 . 

See page 56 for terms and conditions. 



Enter online at www.sewmag.co.uk/giveaways 



◄ 
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Lee Mill Fabrics 

10,000 FAST DELIVERED FABRICS 



2 1 3 Oxford Street, Swansea SA I 3BG 0 1 792 468504 info@leemillfabrics.co.uk 




At Lee Mill Fabrics we pride ourselves on our ability to source quality fabrics at low prices. 



We have OVER 10,000 FABRICS 

to choose from, making us one of the largest fabric stores in South 
Wales. Call us today and prepare to be dazzled! 

www.leemillfabrics.co.uk 



SCA\^ 


BEST INDEPENDENT 


HABERDASHERY STORE 




IN WALES 




Please VOTE Now! 




wvm.sewmag.co.ul</awards 




13 Station Parade Tarring Road Worthing BNii 4SS Tel: 01903 681000 www eclecticmaker.co.uk 
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STUART HILLARD 

I’ve discovered that almost all the joy 
lies in the making” 



was the night before 
Christmas and all through 
the house, not a creature 
was stirring...’ apart from 
me frantically sewing the 
presents I had promised myself I would make 
for my friends and relatives. I had decided in a 
moment of madness that everyone should get 
something handmade this year. That good 
intention had come back to haunt me hke the 
ghost of Christmas yet to be made, and the clock 
was ticking. Like aU good Christmas Eve 
movies, I awoke to discover it was still only late 
November, and there was time to mend my 
ways. This led me to wonder how can we have a 
handmade Christmas without the nightmares? 

“I decided in a moment 
of madness that 
everyone should get 
something handmade ” 

I’ve discovered over many years that almost 
aH the joy lies in the ma kin g, so this year I have 
resolved to give aH my friends and relatives a kit 
to make themselves something wonderful, and 
busy themselves with, to avoid the inevitable 
party games, family feuds and washing up. 

The men are getting Rowan Big Wool and 
instructions for arm knitting their own scarves. 
Innovative and novel, if nothing else it will 
keep fingers away from the mince pies. For the 
women it’s purse kits with fabric, metal frames 
and some fun embelfishments. I’ll also make up 
small kits for cross stitch, howto crochet and 
some patchwork templates. I’ve got lots of crafty 
supplies for the children to create themselves 
jewellery and hats for New Year’s Eve parties. 
And for Charlie and me? I think our gift wftl be 
standing back and watching! I hope you all have 
a wonderful and crafty Christmas. 

Sfa/orhK 





Our favourite home 
stitcher shares his 
festiveplans 



HOME 

EVSPmATIOlVS 

With all the extra guests at Christmas, it’s 
a good idea to check you have enough 
spare, clean bedding before they turn up. 

I give all my feather pillows a hot wash 
with detergent plus a capful of bleach and 
tumble dry them until they are bone dry. 
Duvets take a trip to the launderette. Give 
beds a quick festive makeover with easy 
and quick pillowcases in festive fabrics. 

You can find instructions in my book. 

Sew Fabulous for simple or embellished 
versions. A runner at the foot of the bed, or 
a brightly hued blanket and cushions makes 
a guest bed so inviting and is a quick way 
to freshen the look. Flowers always make a 
room special, but stick to a single type and 
colour. Plus, make sure there is some space 
in the wardrobe for guests’ clothes, there’s 
nothing worse than living out of a suitcase 
during party season! 



StyleAdvice 

If you want bang on-trend decs this year 
there are several key looks. It’s all about 
metallics in copper and bronze. Team stars 
with glass baubles and spray painted fruit, 
to create a richiy neutral theme filled with 
shine, sparkie and warmth. This style always 
sits well with the woodland look, which is 
back in. Red, gold and green make their 
usual appearance, but add lots of white to 
keep it fresh. Finally the absolute must-have 
this year is handmade, so get those little 
elves working now and fill your home with 
decorations you will keep forever. 



Stuart’s Stash 

My favourite 
thing to whip up 
at Christmas is a 
cocktail. Make sure 
you have a super 
duper cocktail 
shaker. I love this 
Rowen & Wren mason jar version from 
wwwjKrtonthehfgfistre^corn, priced £34. 





> 



Catch Stuart on Create and Craft at www.createandcraft.tv, Virgin 748, Freeview 36 and Sky 674. 
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HOME TREND 



Modem Christmas 

This season, go festive with a twist! 

Break with tradition a little this year with a simple colour palette and paired back prints, 
to bring a fresh flavour to the classic Christmas look. Use contemporary designs with a 
geometric feel, and add a touch of sparkle with metallic colours to keep it glitzy, not chintzy. 




Clockwise from bottom left: 1 Christmas Forest on White, Tinsel collection for Cotton + Steel, £13 per metre, www.sewhot.co.uk 
2 May Arts ribbon metallic velvet in Turquoise, £1 per metre, www.prettyfabricsandtrims.co.uk 3 Metallic Lyrca stretch foil 
fabric, £8.99 per metre, www.minervacrafts.com 4 Red Reindeer Scatter on Cream, £10 per metre, 

www.elephantinmyhandbag.com 5 Zig Zag Deer in Gold, £8 per metre, www.misformake.co.uk 6 Chevron Red, Jingle 
collection for Robert Kaufman, £12.60 per metre, www.billowfabrics.co.uk 7 Mistletoe in Green, £13 per metre, 

www.elephantinmyhandbag.com 8 Fairy Lights on White, £14 per metre, www.elephantinmyhandbag.com 
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Download chart online 




STITCH SCH 



''Use tent stitch to create a joyful pillow 



DIAGONALl 

o work in diagonal 
rows, bring the needle 
out at A and insert it at B. 
Bring the needle out at C, 
two canvas strands below 
B and insert at D. Note 
that there is a free hole 
on the diagonal line 
between the stitches. 
Continue in this way. 



p 



Essentials 

• Zweigart 10-count double 
canvas, 40cm x 65cm 

• Backing fabric 

• Six-stranded embroidery 
thread, variety of colours 

• Embroidery frame 

• Tapestry needle 

• Cushion pad, 30cm x 55cm 

• Pom pom trim, 180cm 

Dimensions 

30cm X 55cm 

Stitch a 
cushimi 



Go to www.sewmag.co.uk 

o download and print the 
chart. Place the fabric in an 
embroidery frame. Measure 
and mark the centre of the 
fabric or sew a line of running 
stitch along the horizontal 
and vertical axis, dividing the 
[fabric into four quarters. 

Start working from the 
centre of the design 
outwards, on one of the inner 
edges of the letter O. Bring 
the needle from the back to 
the front of the work, leaving 
a short length of yarn behind 
and making sure you trap this 
tail under the first few 
stitches, to secure it. 

ollowing the pattern, 
make one stitch for every 
coloured square on the chart, 
changing shade as you desire. 
Make sure that all stitches lie 
in the same direction. Once 
you have completed the 
letters, you can work the 
background, and finally the 
border. Remove the finished 
work from the frame. 

The finished work may be 
^^slightly distorted. To get it 
back into shape, place it right 
side up on a rigid board. 



I siiicn 

ijajlm 



This cheerful cushion features tent stitch, the basis for most 
needlepoint designs. It is worked in rows and looks similar to 
half cross stitch. Motifs are stitched on tapestry canvas using 
wool. Even if you’ve never tried your hand at needlepoint^/ 
before, rest assured that it’s quicker and easier than you | 
might think. If you can cross stitch, then you can definitely 
do needlepoint! The main difference is that every part of the 
fabric is covered with stitches, essentially creating a tough, 
resilient fabric, perfect for a cushion or other item that will be 
subject to a lot of handling, and wear and tear. 



ITo work the next 
[row, bring the needle 
rout at E and insert it at 
f. Work along the row 
fwith the needle being 
inserted into the holes 
left between stitches in 
the previous row. 





HORIZONTAL 

I To work in horizontal 
rows, start the first 
row on the right-hand 
side and work towards 
the left. Bring the needle 
through from the back of 
the work to the front at 
A and bring it back down 
at B, one canvas strand 
up and to the right of A. 
Bring the needle back up 
at C, next to A, and insert 
it at D, next to B. 
Continue in this way to 
the end of the row. 






slightly larger than the fabric, and 
spray all over with clean water. 

Starting from the centre of one side^^Mj^S 
just outside the line of stitches, pin 
to the board. As you do this, pull the 
fabric, to make sure each corner is a 
right angle. 

f f\dd more pins, working on each 
side in turn, towards the corners. 

Once all the edges have been pinned, 
leave the work until it is completely 
dry; this can take a number of days. 

Remove the pins and trim the fabric. 



if necessary, leaving a 2.5cm margir^^SII 
allround. 







Cut a piece of backing fabric the 
same size as the needlepoint. 
Place them right sides together and 
pin, then stitch all round, close to 
the edge of the stitching on three 
sides. Clip the corners and turn out. 
Place a cushion pad inside, tuck in 
the raw edges and slipstitch to 
close the gap. Pin pom pom trim 
all round, over the seamline, and 
stitch in place. 



iipo work the next 
I row, running in the 
opposite direction, bring 
the needle out at A and 
insert it at B, and so on. 



I 
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sew tutorial 




When you have finished, the 
canvas will have been pulled out 
of shape by the stitches and you 
will have to block your work. 

This can take a few days, so be 
sure to allow extra time for this. 




^fjj^ownload templates online 



Essentials 

• Beige linen fabric, 

70cm X 112cm 

• Red cotton ticking, 

70cm X 112cm 

• Fabric scraps, four prints, 
15cm square of each 

• Felt, red, lime green, jade, 
15cm square 

• Stranded cotton, red, lime 
green. Jade, cream 

• Cream buttons, 24 

• Elastic trim, 50cm 

• String, 24m 

• Wooden hanger 

• Metal screw eyes, 24 



Dimensions 

42cm X 80cm 




ti/iaJu^ Ch &crD<fKcit 

advent calendar 

Countdown to Christnnas in style 

A handmade advent calendar is sure to become a f amily heirloom to keep and use year 
after year. This shabby chic one by Lucy Hopping is adorable, and as each individual 
house has a httle pocket inside, you can add your own special treats or gifts. 




Stitch an 

advent 

calendar 

I Go to www.sewmag.co.uk 

to download and print the 
templates. Use the house front 
to cut out 24 from beige fabric 
and 24 from ticking. Trim eight 
doors each from red, lime 
green and jade felt. Use the 
window template to cut 12 each 
from four different fabrics. 

2 Arrange two windows and 
one door onto 12 beige and 
12 striped ticking house fronts. 
Sew around the edges of the 
windows and doors twice using 
a contrasting colour thread. 

Use whipped back stitch to 
number the doors 1 to 24 [1]. 
Fold back the top of the front 
pieces 5mm and press. Repeat 
on the blank pieces. 

3 Using the roof and back 
templates, cut out 24 of 
each in both beige and ticking 
fabrics. Iron 5mm seams across 
the bottom of the roof pieces 
and press. 

4 Cut string into 24 x Im 
lengths. Place a beige back 
piece right side up, position a 
string along the centre with the 



tip coming out the top of the 
roof, then place a front piece 
under the string and a roof piece 
on top, both right sides down. 
Ensure the pressed seams are 
touching. Sew around the edge 
using cream thread and a 4mm 
seam [ 2 ]. 

5 Turn the house out and press 
flat. Repeat, ensuring that the 
beige houses have ticking roofs 
and beige backs and the ticking 
fronts have ticking backs and 
beige roofs [3]. 



6 Repeat to make the inside pockets, 
omitting the strings and using a 8mm 
seam. Do not turn out. Trim the seams 
to 4mm then place them inside the 
decorated houses, wrong sides together. 

Using invisible stitch, join the folded 
edges of the two pockets together, 
inserting a loop of elastic trim to the 
centre of the roof as you stitch. Sew a 
button to the front. Insert 24 eye screws 
into a hanger. Arrange the houses so 
that they sit at different levels, and tie 
them to the eyelets. Trim the excess 
string to complete. 
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Linen blends Heart print 

This linen blend in Flame Red by Robert Cut your windows from this sweet Fleart 
Kaufman, Priced £12 per metre, is super Check in Raspberry Red and Linen by 
festive, www.billowfabrics.co.uk Westfalenstoffe. Priced £19 per metre, 

www.billowfabrics.co.uk 
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QuZbkrS C(PrnM> 

“It’s a miracle anyone gets 
a gift from me at all!” 




Coriime talks preparing for a chaotic 
yet crafty Christmas 



4 ^ hat can I tell you about 

% /% / Christmas in my house 

% / % / that you’ve not read before 

% / % / in a thousand ‘at home’ 

W w features? I could regale you 

with amusing anecdotes and describe the family 
dinner table that creaks under the weight of 
festive fare, lovingly prepared over the whole 
of December. Or I could be totally honest and 
admit that, for me, Christmas tends to be a 
slapdash affair that is only thought about when 
my daughter comes home from school on a 
December Friday lunchtime and announces, 
“two weeks of freedom!” 

I spend weeks 
preparing stuff for the 
festive period in my 
head, as I imagine most 
of us do. Realistically 
none of the groundwork 
gets done in time, so all 
the careful planning and 
daydreaming goes to 
waste, filed in the back 
of my mind under ‘next 
year’. For the last three 
years I’ve (horror of 
horrors) had a shop- 
bought pudding because 
Stir up Sunday has 
passed me by in a flurry 
of spring themed 
projects. For those of 
you wondering, the last 
Sunday of the church 
year, before Advent 
begins, is Stir 
up Sunday. It’s the 
traditional day for 
everyone in the family 



to take a turn at stirring the Christmas 
pudding mix, whilst making a wish. Perhaps 
I could wish for more time? 

All the Christmas decorations I’ve made 
over the years are hidden somewhere in the 
house and normally get rediscovered every 
February, only to be put somewhere safe 
until the next time. I’m equally bad at clearing 
up after Christmas. I try to take everything 
down by Twelfth Night because I’m the tiniest 
bit superstitious, but I hold my hands up to 
the fact that the hanging paper snowflakes 
stayed tacked to the passageway ceiling all 

summer because 
I’m short and rarely 
look up! 

With all this 
disorganisation it’s 
a miracle anyone 
in my family gets 
a gift from me at 
all. Thankfully this 
is the part that 
I am good at, 
putting aside hand 
stitched projects 
throughout the 
year with a view to 
gifting them. It’s a 
system that’s kept 
all the womenfolk 
happy for a few 
years now, but I’m 
struggling to think 
of something that 
my electrician 
brother-in-law 
would like. 

A quilted tool 
belt perhaps?” 



Find these adorable stuffed robins 
in theDeeember issue of our sister 
magazine, Crafts Beautiful out 
now, www.erafts-beautiful.eom 





Corinne 

loves... 



These oversized button 
knobs woud be the 
perfect finishing touch 
to a stash-filled set of 
drawers. They come in 
some fab colours, too. 
Priced £2.95, visit 
www.trinca-ferro.com 
to see their full range. 




Country Living 
Christmas Fair 



Join the celebration at the 
Country Living Christmas 
Fair and discover a treasure 
trove of Christmas magic! 
Visit Harrogate from 3rd-6th 
December to shop everything 
from beautiful handmade 
decorations to festive linen 
- hnd everything you could 
ever want for your home this 
holiday season. Visit www. 
countrylivingfair.com for 
tickets and more information. 



► 



For tickets and enquiries for the Country Living Christmas Fair, visit www.countrylivingfair.com 



i 
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by 




Enjoy the satisfaction of creating your own design whilst using 
high quality finishes. Get the most out of your sewing experience 
with the New Juki HZL-DX series and turn your creations into 

masterpieces. 




HZL-DX5 



To find your nearest deailer 

www.juki-uk.com Tel: O^ISOG 5G3S55/S747S8 
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f of the ■ 

I MONTH 1 

CREATE A COMFY SETTING WITH THIS MONTH’S 

Pinwheel floor cushions 

I PATCH', 
1 WORK I 

omisej 

✓ 




At this time of year we tend to get together with loved ones and fill our home with 
friends and family. If you’re stuck for places for people to sit, try these super soft floor 
cushions to help make your extra guests feel welcome. Featuring a pretty pinwheel 
block using the Anna Elise collection by Bari J for Art Gallery Fabrics, they have 

a delicate, whimsical feel. 
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We show you how! 




\ 

A 



t' 




Essentials 

• Coordinating prints, fat quarters 

• Printed cotton, 2m 

• 4oz quilt wadding, 1m 

• Cushion pad, 60cm square 

• Piping cord, 1cm wide, 5.5m 

• Polystyrene beans 

Dimensions 

Block: 30cm square 
Cushions: 60cm square 

Note: Use a 5mm seam allowance unless 
otherwise stated. 



create a block 

I Cut four 6cm x 16cm 
pieces from dark fabric, 
plus four 6cm x 16cm and 
four 6cm x 11cm rectangles 
from a paler pattern. Snip 
four 6cm x 11cm shapes 
from a mid-tone fabric. 

Place a mid-tone rectangle 
face up in a portrait position 
and fold the bottom left 
corner towards the right 
hand edge to make a 45° 
angle. Finger press to make 
a visible crease. 

2 Place a pale shape 
face up in a landscape 
position and place the 
creased rectangle face 
down on top at a 90° angle, 
so the diagonal crease runs 
across the bottom 
right-hand corner of the pale 
rectangle. Stitch along this 
line. Open out and press the 
triangular excess towards 
the darker fabric. 

3 Lay a dark 6cm x 16cm 
rectangle right sides 
facing over the top of the 
bi-colour strip and stitch 
along the left-hand edge. 
Sew the remaining pale strip 
to the other side of the first 
section. Make up three more 
blocks in the same way. 

Press all four blocks. 

4 Lay the four blocks 
together so the darker 
coloured strips meet in the 
middle and the mid-tone 
prints point to the edges of 
the square. Stitch together 
to make a pinwheel block. 



stitch a floor 
cushion 

I Make a quilted panel the 
same way as for the pillow. 
Cut several 4cm wide strips 
from printed fabric and sew 
them together end to end to 
make two pieces, each at 
least 2.6m long. Fold the 
strips around lengths of 
piping cord, right side out 
and use a zipper foot to 
stitch the fabric together, 
close to the cord, leaving a 
raw edge along the length. 

2 Cut 13cm wide strips from 
pale fabric and sew them 
end to end to make a piece 
2.5m long. Pin this to quilt 
wadding and topstitch down 
the centre. Stitch at 3cm 
intervals from this line on 
either side, so the outer lines 
are close to the edges. Trim 
the wadding to the fabric. 

Cut two 32cm x 61cm 
pieces of cotton backing 
fabric. Sew them right sides 
together, leaving a 20cm 
gap in the middle of the 
seam. Press the raw edges in 
line with the seam and hem 
them with tacking stitches. 



Pin and tack the two 
lengths of piping around 
the edges of the cushion top 
and the backing fabric, with 
the raw edges alligned, easing 
the piping at the corners and 
overlapping the ends in the 
centre of one side, so the 
excess piping runs off the 
edge of the panels. 

5 Pin the quilted side strip 
to one edge of the cushion 
top, right sides together, 
sandwiching the piping 
between the two and making 
a join at one corner. Sew the 
strip in place with a zipper 
foot, as close to the piping 
as possible. Join the side strip 
ends at a corner, right sides 
together and trim away any 
excess fabric. 

6 Sew the backing fabric 
and piping to the other 
edge of the side strip in 
the same way, turning out 
through the gap in the back 
panel. Push out the corners 
of the cushion. Fill with 
polystyrene beans, using a 
jug to prevent spills. Pin the 
folded edges of the backing 
fabric together and slip stitch 
to close. 





make a pillow 

I Make up four blocks from 
a variety of coordinating 
fabrics, and sew them 
together to make a 61cm 
square. Pin this to a square 
of 4oz quilt wadding and 
topstitch around the lines 
of the pinwheel, working 
from the centre out. 

2 Cut a 61cm square from 
coordinating fabric. Lay 
the quilted panel on top, 
right sides facing, and sew 
around the edges, leaving a 
gap. Turn out through the 
gap. Push out the corners 
and topstitch around the 
cushion cover, 5mm from 
the edge. Insert a cushion 
pad and continue stitching. 
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“Create an 
ombre effeet by 
using different 
shades of the 
same eolour in 
eaeh bloek 




MAKE A BIRDS IN THE AIR BLOCK 
WITH THE NEXT ISSUE OF SEW 



the haberdashery 




Daisies 
Lilac Scent 

Bold floral on a 
lucious purple. 



Geo Mist 
Frost 

A spritz of fresh 
green patterns. 



Tribal 
Study Jewel 

Aztec designs in 
pretty pastels. 



We used the cheerful Anna Elise range by Bari J for Art Gallery Fabrics. For stockists, visit www.hantex.co.uk/agf 



I 
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NEW PATCHWORK COLLECTIONS, 
PERLECT FOR THE SEASON 

This month’s trend is Aztec-inspired prints in rich, natural 
tones. Bound by April Rhodes for Art Gallery Fabrics features 
designs drawn from nature in organic hues of sea green 
and sunset orange, and is complemented by Simple S im on 
and Company’s Four Corners range for Riley Blake, with 
its colourful totem like images and warm palette. The two 
collections combined would be perfect for making snuggly 
quilts and pretty home decor. 




WEAVE WHITE L * X 




For Riley Blake Designs, visit www.rileyblakedesigns.com 




4TATATATATATATATATATATATATATAT 
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“Four Corners was 
designed by sister-in- 
laws Elizabeth Evans 
and liZ Evans at Simple 
Simon and Company. 
Elizabeth loves elean, simple, symmetrieal 
shapes paired with shades of black and white 
while liZ is a huge fan of geometric patterns 
and the bold colours of the southwest.” 

Eiizabeth & iiZ Evans, Simpie Simon and Company 
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Hew shopping 



cun/L 












SURVEY HERON MACRAME LACE 




BOUND HOMEBODY 






For Art Gallery Fabrics, visit www.hantex.com/agf 



SiAMySeJ' koue. 



COMING HOME SPRING 



GROWTH JOY 

■■■■ TW " 



“My inspiration sprung from my love of 
making and collecting: woven wall hangings, 
T cosy blankets and paintings. The Survey 
Heron print was drawn directly from plants 
and shapes in my own yard and the heron was 
perehed on my chimney the first time I saw our house.” 

April Rhodes, Art Gallery Fabrics 



THIS 

MONTH’S 

PANTONE 

COLOURS 

Get creative with dessert 
inspired hues and rich tones 





The colours displayed on the Pantone swatches may be limited to CMYK printing process. 
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Treat a stitch 
enthusiast this 
Christmas! 



RSW 

ROYAL SCHOOL 
OF NEEDLEWORK 



• Learn and 
perfect your 
hand embroidery 
skills 

• Classes for 
beginners to 
Degree in a 
wide variety of 
techniques 

• Short courses most weekends, pius bespoke events 
for smali groups 

• An ideal Christmas gift, vouchers avaiiabie! 




Learn at Hampton Court Palace, Bristol, 
Exeter, Rugby, Durham and Glasgow 



www.royal-needlework.org.uk/learn 
T: +44 (0)20 3166 6938 



RCN 312774 
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^Fashion fabrics, craft cottons, pfc 
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Suppliers of mail order fabrics for over 40 years 
we source beautiful fabrics from 
Britain, Europe and rest of the world. 

1st Place Best Independent Northern Retailer 



3rd Place Best Online Retailer 



ft's easy to buy and ft^ all delivered to your door 
Buy online at www.croftmill.co.uk or via out Mail Order Catalogue 
Telephor^ 01282 859281 i ’^©CroftMiHFabnr I Vlfacebook/Croh-Mill-Fabnc 
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Merry kissmas hoop 

Embroider a festive message for the one you love 



f 



f: 




^ 











Find how 
to satin and 
back stitch on ^ 
page 100 






% 



Steal as many kisses as you fancy this Christmas with 
Sarah Bracken’s sweet design. Change the message to your 
hest-loved carol, or a recipient’s favourite saying for the 
ultimate in personalisation. Using hack and satin stitches, this 
is the'perfect project for a heginner, and wiU make a great gift 
or decoration for your home this season. 
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Essentials 

• Plain cotton fabric 

• Embroidery hoop, 6” 

• Embroidery thread, 
two colours 

• Embroidery needle 

• Carbon paper 



Stitch ahoop 

1 Trace the template opposite or 
visit www.sewmag.co.uk and 

print. Cut a 21cm x 30cm piece of 
plain fabric. Place carbon paper on 
top, coloured side down. Position 
the template over the carbon 
paper and draw over the design 
with a pencil, pressing firmly. 



2 Put the fabric in an embroidery 
hoop, making sure it’s taut. Cut 
the excess to 5cm all round. Thread 
a needle with three strands of 
your desired colour of embroidery 
thread, starting with the bow. 
Making sure to secure the thread 
on the reverse, work back stitch for 
the outline of the design and the 
‘Merry Kissmas!’ and satin stitch for 
filling spaces. Use the stitch guide 
on page 100 to help you. 

When you’ve finished 
embroidering, trim and tidy up 
the loose threads on the reverse 
of your design. Fold the excess 
fabric to the back of the frame. 
Work tacking stitches around it 
and tie the ends together. This will 
allow you to tighten the fabric if it 
becomes loose in the frame. 
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Embroidery 

hoops 



A multi purpose 
must have. 

Priced £2.04 
for a 6” hoop, 

www.stitcher.co.uk, 
0161 464 7310 . 



Cotton 

embroidery thread 

In a variety of 
colours, choose 
your favourite shades! 
Priced 72p per skein, 

www.willowfabrics.com, 
0800 056 7811 . 
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Love dressmaking v/ith “The Golden Rule” 




Learn pattern making in minutes with 
The Golden Rule. It’s easy and fun to use! 
Watch free video online: 

www.i-love-dressmaking.com 

[lutterloh system*! 









Turn to page 102 for templates 
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Festive wreath & decs 

Stitch some seasonal adornments for your home 



Give the traditional Christmas wreath a makeover with colourful felt and modern festive prints. Individually 
stitched, then layered around a hoop base, you can customise this holiday essential to suit your decor. The bird 
decorations are super quick to make and are a great stash buster for all your pretty scraps. 



Essentials 

• Fat quarters, three 

• Felt, three shades of green, white glitter, 
ochre, red, beige 

• Embroidery hoop, 10” 

• Light brown cotton tape 

• Fusible interfacing 

• Merry Christmas ribbon 

• Green chevron ribbon 

• White ric rac 

• Buttons, two 

• Tiny black beads 

• Toy stuffing 

• PVA glue 

• Glitter glue 

Dimensions 

Wreath: 26cm diameter 
Hanging birds: 8cm x 12cm 




makeawreath 

I Turn to pl02 and trace the templates. Cover 
the inner hoop of a 10” embroidery frame 
with light brown cotton tape, securing the end 
with glue on the back. 

2 Using the templates, draw around the 
large oval leaves nine times onto bright 
green felt. Place each one on top of a piece 
of scrap paper and machine stitch in darker 
thread all around, just in from the edge and up 
and down the middle. Cut each one out. Repeat 
this with the large holly and mistletoe leaves, 
using different shades of green felt. Remove 
the paper. 

3 Use the smaller leaf template to cut four 
oval leaves from mistletoe fabric and 
five smaller holly leaves in holly print. Back 
them all with interfacing. Place each one on a 
corresponding larger leaf, and stitch up and 
down the middle. Using the picture as a guide, 
layer the leaves around the hoop, securing 
with small amounts of glue. Once dry, stick the 
remaining leaves onto the back of the hoop 
as desired. 

4 Cut a small section of peppermint twist 
fabric and back it with interfacing. Carefully 
snip out 12 of the individual pinwheel circles. 

Cut five slightly larger circles from white felt 
and seven from red. Place each fabric circle 
onto a felt one, and machine stitch in red across 
the middle of each. Wind a length of Christmas 
print ribbon around the top section of the hoop 
and secure the raw ends at the back behind a 
leaf with glue. Set aside. 



5 Use the templates to cut a bird front and back 
body from white felt, plus a chest (gusset) from 
peppermint twist print. Cut a front chest piece from 
mistletoe print, reversing the template to cut a back 
chest Pin these in place on the felt and stitch around 
the inner curve, just in from the fabric edge. Cut two 
beaks from ochre felt and stitch in place on the body. 

6 Place the bird front and back, wrong sides 
together, and machine or hand stitch in 
white thread, just in from the edge of the felt 
from the top of the beak at point A, around the 
top of the bird to point B. Sew a small black 
bead to either side for eyes. 

7 Fold the top layer of felt up, out of the way. 

Place the chest gusset section right side 
up onto the wrong side of the bottom layer, 
aligning the bottom edges and stitch just in 
from the bottom edge from point C to D. Turn 
the bird over to the other side and pull the felt 
out, so that it’s flat, and the remaining raw edge 
aligns with the last raw edge of the white felt. 
Stitch just in from the edge as before. 

8 Push stuffing through the gap between 
points A and D until firm and close by 
hand stitching. Cut two wings from white 
felt and two slightly smaller from interfaced 
peppermint twist print, reversing the template 
for the other side. Pin each pair together and 
stitch just inside the edge of the fabric. 

Pin the wings in place on either side of the bird 
and secure with a button. 



9 Cut a length of green chevron ribbon, fold it 
in half and knot the ends together. Thread 
around the top of the hoop and pass the end 
back through the loop, pulling tight. Take a 



length of white ric rac trim, thread it between 
the chevron ribbon and the hoop, and 
secure both raw ends to the back of the 
neck of the bird. 



'1 Cover the ends with a scarf ribbon as 
I shown, securing with a small amount of 
glue. Add silvery glitter glue to the wings, red 
glitter glue to the berries on the wreath and 
position a green chevron bow to finish. 



stitch hanging birds 

I Use the templates provided to cut two 
complete bird shapes, including the 
crown, from felt. Use the slightly smaller size 
to cut a bird shape from patterned fabric and 
a crown in coordinating felt. Interface the 
fabric sections. 



2 Pin the fabric to the middle of one of the 
felt bird pieces, and stitch all the way 
around it, just in from the fabric edge. Stitch 
the crown in the same way, adding loops of 
decorative stitching across the top. 

3 Place the remaining piece of felt to the 
back, matching all edges, and pin the two 
together. Make a loop from ribbon, placing the 
raw ends in between the felt before sewing all 
the way around, over the first line of stitching. 



4 Decorate each crown with a star shaped 
button and dots of glitter glue. For the 
winged bird, make two loops from printed 
ribbon and cover and secure the raw ends 
with a peppermint twist and felt circle, 
stitching across the middle. To finish, add 
beads for eyes. 
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Holly 

Pretty holly, 
without the spikes! 
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Peppermint 

Twist 

Delicious swirls of 
candy print. 
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Mistletoe 

Perfect for kissing 
under your wreath. 



F 



We used the Festive range by Jo Clark for Cloud9 Fabrics. Visit www.hantex.com/cloud9fabrics for stockists. 
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Essentials 

• Felt, selection 

• Bead stringing wire 

• Crimp beads 

• Coordinating beads, 
crystals, sequins 

• Flat-nosed pliers 



Dimensions 

Small baubles: 8.5cm diameter 
Large bauble: 10.5cm diameter 



concertina 

hanbles 

Deck the halls in contennporary style 



These stunning concertina felt baubles by Jane Kharade are impressive but 
surprisingly simple to make. Made by layering felt circles and adding a few stitches, 
we’ve created them in different sizes and embellished with coordinating beads and 
glittering sequins. Whip up a few for a quick update for your tree this year! 






Stitch a grey 
decoration 

I Make a 10.5cm diameter cardboard template 
and use to cut out 12 felt circles, four of each 
colour: red, grey and cream. Press each in half 
with a hot iron and make a small nick with 
scissors at the top and bottom [ 1 ], 

2 Layer in a sequence of one red, two grey, 
two cream, two red, two grey, two cream, 
and one red. The centre folds should be facing, 
except for the first which should point in the 
opposite direction. 



3 Bind the circles together tightly with bead 
stringing wire, making sure it rests in the 
nicks and add a crimp bead. Secure by gently 
crushing with fiat-nosed pliers [2], Create 
the concertina effect by stitching the layers 
together in sequence, alternating between the 
fop and bottom [3]. 



4 Thread a selection of red and silver beads 
onto the ends of the wire. Secure with 
another crimp. Trim to the desired length and 
use another crimp to form a hanging loop. 
Finish off the bauble by stitching or gluing 
on a selection of coordinating sequins. 

make mini hanbles 

I Make smaller versions with a 8.5cm diameter 
cardboard template and two or three colours 
of felt. Fold all of the circles in half and cut 
small notches at the top and bottom of each, 
as before. 

2 Lay the shapes on top of one another with 
the centre fold facing, reversing the first. 
Make up as for the larger design using bead 
stringing wire, sewing the layers together 
alternately. Embellish with sequins, as desired. 
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Crimps are tiny beads used 
in jewellery making to secure 
clasps and beads. 
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Wool felt 

Make your baubles 
in quality wool felt, 

see www.hantex. 
co.uk for stockists. 
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Jewellery 
making supplies 

Shop bead stringing 
wire, crimps and 
more at www. 
spoiltrottenbeads. 
co.uk 
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Essentials 

• Coordinating fabrics: 11 long 
quarter metres; scraps, 12 

• Snowflake fabric, 100cm 

• Christmas tree print fabric, 
70cm X width 

• Turquoise fabric, 12.5cm x width 

• Ivory fabric 

• Wool, five colours 

• Pom pom maker (optional) 



Dimensions 

Bunting: 6m 

Santa sack: 50cm square 
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Santa sack 
& hunting 

Sew up these seasonal essentials in jolly prints 



A glorious combination of novelty fabrics and fluffy pom poms, this generously 
sized present sack is a fun and festive way to store and give presents this Christmas. 
Stuart Hillard has used fabrics from the Winter Wonderland collection for 
FreeSpirit, and created a matching bunting garland too! 



sew festive hunting 

I Make a triangle template, with a base 
17.5cm and 22.5cm centre line. Cut out 44; 
four each of 11 printed fabrics. Keep in 
matching pairs, right sides together. Stitch 
both long edges, leaving the top open, reverse 
sewing at the beginning and end of each seam 
to secure. Turn out and press. Make a total of 
22 pennants. 

2 To make binding, cut six 3.7cm wide ivory 
strips across the width of the fabric. Join 
end to end with a 6mm seam allowance. Fold 
and press in half then press 6mm of each raw 
edge into the centre, creating a folded tape. 

3 Make pom poms, using a medium sized 
pop pom maker, if desired. Carefully snip in 
between the form using pointed scissors. Tie 
through the centre with 30cm of yam. Knot 
tightly but leave the tie attached. Remove the 
forms. Make a total of 21 in assorted colours. 

4 Leave 15cm of the folded tape free, then 
insert the triangles between the fold, 
spacing them evenly. Place a pom pom 
between each triangle, leaving 10cm of tie. 
Knot the end and insert into the folded tape. 
Pin carefully. Sew along the lower edge, 
catching both sides and enclosing the raw 
edge of each triangle and knotted yarn. 



make a Santa sack 

I Make six pennants and four pom poms as for 
the bunting. From snowflake fabric, cut two 
panels 50cm square for the front and back of 
the sack. Trim two 3.7cm x 50cm strips from 
ivory fabric. Sew one to the top edge of each 
panel. Press the seams towards the main fabric. 

2 Lay three pennants and two pom poms 
with 10cm ties on top of each panel, leaving 
2.5cm free at either end, and overlapping the 
triangles slightly. Tack in place. From Christmas 
tree fabric, cut two 27.5cm x 50cm cuff strips. 
Sew one to the top of each main panel. 




3 Place the sack front and back right sides 
together matching the side seams carefully. 
Measure 5cm up from the ivory contrast strip 
on both sides and place a pin. Sew down from 
the top cuff edge to the pin mark. Leave 5cm 
unsewn then continue sewing down the side, 
across the bottom and up the other edge, 
leaving a gap as before. 

4 Press the side seams open but leave the 
bottom unpressed. Topstitch around the 
5cm openings to neaten. Press a double 2.5cm 
hem on the raw edge of the cuff then fold 
down into the sack until it meets the seam 
between the cuff and the ivory strip. Pin, then 
sew in place. Topstitch the top and bottom of 
the cuff. 



5 Create a gusset at the bottom corners 
of the sack by bringing the side and base 
seams together, right sides facing. Flatten and 
measure 7.5cm in from the tip. Mark a 
line then stitch. Trim the comer away leaving 



a 6mm seam allowance. Repeat on the 
other side. 

6 Make the tie by cutting two 6cm strips from 
the width of turquoise fabric. Join together, 
then fold in half right sides facing. Sew the long 
edge and one short edge. Turn through and 
press. Neaten the raw edge by tucking 1cm 
inside and stitching. Attach a safety pin to one 
end and pass through a side opening. Bring 
back to the start, pull the ends even, and tie 
them in a bow. 
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Snowflakes 

We used this bold 
red snowflake 
print for the main 
part of our 
Santa sack. 
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Tree Farm 

With leaping 
foxes in a field 
of Christmas 
trees, this print 
is lots of fun. 







Merry 

Snowmen 

Cheerful 
snowmen and 
Santas on a 
peppermint 
background. 



Stuart used the Winter Wonderland collection for FreeSpirit by David Walker Studios. See www.makeitcoats.co.uk for stockists. 
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All features are subject to change 



Next month in 

•Newyear, newsktlL. in 6o minutes! 
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NEW 

EASY-SEW 

EVERYDAY 



NEW LOOK 6340 

• Relaxed fit 

• You decide sleeve 
and neck styles 

Patch pocket 
option 



worth 

£ 5.95 



January issue on sale 18th December 
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Need to know 



Debbie Shore 

E shows you how... 



This technique of adding a frill to a cushion 
cover or pillow case is great for beginners 
as it will ensure your pleats are evenly 
spaced, giving a professional look to 
your project. 

I Gut fabric for your cushion cover 
and measure around the outside. 

Mine is 33cm x 45.7cm, therefore the 
outer edge measures 157cm. Double 



this measurement, and add a 2.5cm seam 
allowance. 

2 Gut a 317.5cm strip of fabric, 10.2cm wide. 

You may need to join two or three pieces 
together. Sew the ends together with a 1.3cm 
seam allowance to make a large loop [1] . Fold 
it in half lengthways, wrong sides together, 
and press [2]. 

3 If you’re using a square piece of fabric for 
your cushion, fold the loop into quarters 
and mark four equal points around the edge. 
For a rectangular cover, measure and mark 
91.4cm (twice the width of the fabric) then 



66cm (twice the length), then repeat, so that 
the loop is stiU divided into four. 

4 Pin each marked point on the loop, facing 
inwards, to each corner of the fabric. Then 
pin the middle of the frill to the centre of the 
fabric. This gives you a smaller area to pleat, 
which makes it easier to make them even [3] . 

5 Make a small box pleat in each corner, 
then in the centre of each side [4] . Fold 
the pleats in opposite directions away from 
the centre of each side, pinning as you go [5] . 
At this point, the pleats are easy to re pin if 
they’re not even. When you’re happy with 
them, sew all the way round [ 6 ] . Make up 
your cushion cover and press. 

For more from Debbie, visit 

www.debbieshore.tv 




Use these stitches in everyday 
hand sewing 
BACK STITCH A continuous single line of stitching 

1 Secure the thread on the wrong side of the fabric 
and bring the needle through to the surface to start 
the first stitch. Move a stitch length backwards along 
the sewing line, take the needle back through the fabric, 
then bring it to the surface at the end position of 
this stitch. 

2 Moving back along the stitching line, take the needle 
down through the same hole as the previous thread. 
Bring it to the surface for the end position of the stitch. 
Repeat along the sewing line to create even stitches. 



SLIP STITCH Small stitches used for hemming or sewing up projects 1 Working on the fold in the fabric, secure 

I the thread with a double stitch. 

2 Pick up two threads of the fabric with the 
needle tip, then slip the needle through 
the fold of the hem. Bring the needle out 
5mm along, then pick up two more threads 
of fabric before returning through the fold 
of the hem. 

3 Pull the thread lightly as you work to 
tighten the stitches, being careful not to 
distort the fabric which makes the stitches 
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SATIN STITCH 

A decorative stitch which requires parallel 
lines of thread to fill in a design 

1 Start by securing the thread on the wrong side 
of the work. Pull the needle through to the 
surface on the base of the outline to be filled. 
Take the needle to the outline on the opposite 
side and push the needle back through to form 
a long, straight stitch. 

2 Take the needle down next to the end of the 
first stitch and under the work, bringing it 
back through at the start of the previous stitch 
forming a parallel line of thread. Repeat this 
process until the desired area is filled. 
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ESSENTIAL INFO AND ADVICE FOR SUCCESSFUL STITCHING 






The key to successful fitting is taking 
accurate body measurements and comparing 
them to those on the pattern envelope in 
order to make appropriate alterations. 



STEPS TO SUCCESS 



• Measure yourself in your underwear, 
preferably in the bra you will be 
wearing with your garnnent. 

• Use a new tape nneasure as they can 
distort out of shape over tinne. 

• Ask a friend to help you, especially 
with tricky nneasurennents such as 
your back-neck to waist and height. 



• Be honest with your 
nneasurennents and remember 
pattern sizes are totally different 
to ready-to-wear high street sizes. 

• Use your measurements to help 
you adjust the pattern to fit your 
shape, not forgetting to take the 
required ease into account. 
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Bust 

Waist 

Hip 

Back-neck to waist 
iength 
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STITCH 

DICTIONARY 



The grain line is the warp 
(longways) threads, parallel 
to the selvedge on a length 
of fabric. 



} 
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1 Bust 

Around the fullest 
part of the bust. 

2 High bust 
Around the chest, 
above the bust and 
under the arms. 

3 Waist 

Around the smallest 
part of your waist. 

4 Hip 

Around the fullest 
part of your hips. 

5 Back-neck to 

waist length 
From the base of 
the neck to the 
natural waistline. 

6 Height 

Measure standing 
against a wall. 
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THESE ESSENTIAL BLADES WILL ENSURE THE BEST 
RESULTS FOR ALL YOUR PROJECTS. 



Shears 

Long, sharp blades 
make light work of 
cutting out patterns. 





Pinking shears 

Notched blades give a zig 
zag cut edge which helps 
to prevent fraying. 




Rotary cutter 

Used with a ruler and matt, the circular blade 
creates a fast method of cutting patchwork pieces. 



Embroidery scissors 

Small, sharp scissors ideal 
for snipping threads and 
clipping into seams. 



Seam ripper 

Slip the pointed end 
under stitches and use 
the sharp inside edge 
to splice through 
the thread. 

5 m 



PERFECT CUTS 

Follow these tips for precise, 
stress-free fabric cutting 

• Remember to press fabric 
before cutting out. Wrinkled cloth 
will make cutting tricky and it 
will change shape and size when 
ironed flat. 

• If fabric is hanging over the 
cutting table, be careful that the 
weight doesn't stretch the piece 
out of shape. 

• Pay attention to the pattern 
layout as this will alert you as to 
how the pieces should sit on the 
grain. Also, be mindful of whether 
your fabric has a nap or pile. 

• Make sure the grain isn't twisted 
by straightening the selvedge, 
then find the exact grain line by 
using a quilter's ruler or by pulling 
and removing a weft thread (the 
grain will run 90° to this). 

• Place pattern pieces on the 
wrong side of your fabric so 
you can transfer symbols and 
markings easily. 

• Ensure your shears and pins are 
nice and sharp to avoid damaging 
the fabric or snagging threads. 
Alternatively, use pattern weights. 
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sew 

templates 

To download more templates, 
visit www.sewmag.eo.uk 



How to download templates 

1 To download full-size templates for this issue’s 
projects, visit www.sewmag.co.uk then click on the 
Templates tab to view our archive of templates. 

2 Select the December issue’s templates, log in, then 
click the Download Template tab. The pattern folder will 
automatically transfer onto your computer. Follow the 
instructions to print all or selected templates. 

3 If you haven’t already registered, you’ll need to create 
a log-in for our website to allow you exclusive access to 
all of our free downloads and templates. 
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OVAL LEAF 



BODY 
Cut two 
(one reversed) 



CHEST 
Cut three 



CROWN 



HOLLY LEAF 



BIRD DEC 



MISTLETOE LEAF 

T 



BEAK 
Cut two 



WING 
Cut two 
(one reversed) 



CHRISTMAS 
WREATH & DECS 
Designer: Carolyn Letten 
Page: 92 
Shown at 100% 
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2 LIMITED 
EDITION VOGUE 
PATTERNS 
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INCLUDES 



Classic Looks 

Handmade creatmi% 
your way i 



MARY 

DRESS 



20s - 60 s 

FASHION 

ICONS 



^ ONLY ^ 

£77.99 

J^clud/ng 

DELIVERY!’ 



CHRtSTIAN DIOR 
COCO CHANEL 
karllaoerfeud 
ELSA SCHIAPARELLI 



Sen/ Vintage is a keepsake publication which celebrates the joys of stitching vintage 
style, taking you on a fashion journey from the 1920s through to the 1960s. If you’re 
looking to add a touch of your favourite decade into your wardrobe, or step out 
head-to-toe in a glamorous vintage look, this publication has got you covered. 
Plus, you’ll love making up the two original Vogue Patterns included in this pack. 



ORDER YOURS TODAY ONLINE OR BY PHONE 



www.aceville.com/bookazines 1 01795 414964 



* £2 postage cost included 



Lines are open Monday-Friday 8am-8pm, Saturday 9am-lpm 






Our favourite new sewing books^ 
plus what's on the Sew blog 




meet the author 

5 minutes 

with... Lucinda Ganderton 

Talented Sew designer Lucinda 
Ganderton talks about her latest book, 
A Block a Day, a fascinating 
compendium of quilt blocks. 




How did you go about the process of selecting blocks? 

I wanted it to be a combination of traditional and modern 
designs, which would appeal to the complete novice and 
challenge experienced quilters. Some of the patterns date 
back at least 150 years, and the history behind them are 
captivating, so I wrote background information about each. 
I’ve adapted some of the older ones so that they are easier to 
make, with half-square triangles instead of hddly set in seams. 

What do you love most about making patchwork quilts? 



I’ve been making patchwork since I was about 14 and haven’t 
stopped since. I have always been a great collector of fabrics 
and I love to combine old and new materials. The blocks 
incorporate ever34hing from fragments of my childhood 
dresses, to the newest quilting cotton. 

Do you have a favourite block? 

Basket of Cherries, traditionally made in red and white 
cotton, is a long term favourite. I also like the s ymm etry of all 
the star blocks. I wanted to design my own too, like trees and 
stylised animals that could be combined to make story quilts. 

What block will you be making into a quilt first? 

I designed four fruit blocks, a strawberry, pineapple, pear and 
plum, and I’d love to combine them to make a bright coloured 
quilt. I’ve also always loved the traditional basket designs, and 
would like to see how they would work together, perhaps set 
on point. 




What colour schemes do you favour? 

I love the modern quilters’ trend for 
bright solids 
against a white 
background 
which gives a 
fresh, crisp look 
to any block. 



A Block a Day by Lucinda Ganderton 
(£19.99, Ivy Press). 
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Wit li a desitni lift ic 

to inspire any craft lover, 

London Stitch and Knit 
seamlessly documents the 
city’s best fabric, knitting 
and haberdashery stores, to 
provide a comprehensive 
shopping guide. Writer, 
photographer and sewist Leigh Metcalf discovers the hidden gems in 
London’s ever-growing craft community, promoting independent shops 
as well as craftspeople and their work. Ever since arriving from the US, 
she has made it her mission to discover the best places for supplies. 
Drawing on her experiences, she combines well-informed narrative 
with illustrations and beautiful design, to showcase over 45 must-visit 
creative stores. Get your purse ready! 



London Stitch and 
Knit by Leigh Metca 




on the Sew blog 

www.sewmag.co.uk/blog 

From designer interviews, to stitchy inspiration and project ideas, 
if you’re missing your monthly dose of Sew, head to our blog for 
your creative fix, until the latest issue drops through your door! 
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MARNA LUNT 

Inspired hy her childhood surroundings, Mama hunt 
knew her life was destined to he a creative one 




I have known for as long as I can remember that 
I need to create. Drawing and colour bring me 
confidence and happiness. I grew up on the North 
York Moors, in a house far away from any villages 
or towns, and my bedroom view was of moorland 
filled with heather, sheep and sky. My childhood soundtrack 
was the lapwings, the harsh wind and sheep calling. That 
landscape influenced everything; my state of mind, my idea 
of beauty, my attention to detail. My sense of colour and 
texture are bom from those detailed moorland contours. 

My style is quirl^, colourful and individual. I draw hnes 
and shapes to reflect personality and emotions, 
rather than focus on the roirror image of 
something. It’s not about making something 
look perfect, it’s about the journey your eye takes 
over the fabric. That feehng that the finished 
product evokes. 

The deep rooted influence of the moors 
affects my palette frequently, even when 
drawing cities and people, but nothing gets the 
creative juices runniug quite like walking into a 
fabric shop or seeing swathes of embroidery 
thread skeins. Just thinking about a blank piece 
of fabric or paper excites me; the thought of what 
those pages could contain and what my mind 
could share with everyone. 

Most of the time my work space is pretty 
untidy, although I find it hard to work in 
complete mess. I have collections of things I find 
beautiful everywhere. I need to be surrounded by 
items I love, I couldn’t work in a white box. But 
I have to clean my room every few days to be able 
to start anything fresh, because once I start 
creating a piece I fliug things everywhere in a 
frenzy of excitement. 



One of my greatest joys has been discovering how much 
I love teaching. I never had patience before, and was 
fmstrated if I couldn’t just get on with things by myself 
But since becoming a mother, I love sitting with people, 
discussing what they need and want, and helptug them 
achieve it. Sewuig is a Hfe skill and one that I think should 
be taught at a basic level in aU schools. 

Some work can take a lot of mental energy, and to 
only work on that piece might result in resentment, so 
I Hke to mix up bigger projects with ones that give the 
instant gratification I need to keep me excited. I normally 
do one thing at a time, although when I have a 
very large project, it can sit in the background 
while I work on more pressing commissions. 
My favourite pieces often change, depending 
on what state of mind I am in. The Liberty 
lampshade will always be special to me, as it 
gained attention from people that have 
helped my career. 

Next year I am concentrating on my 
onhne workshops and teaching at venues 
across the country, while working on my 
lampshades and gallery commissions. I have 
Fibromyalgia and chronic fatigue syndrome 
so my courses give me a way to earn a living 
and communicate with others, even when 
I’m too poorly to move and meet people 
face to face. 



“FOR ME, 
SEWING IS AN 
IMPORTANT 
LIFE SKILL AND 
A WAY OF 
SEEKING CALM 
AND PEACE” 



At the moment I love stitching portraits. 
Life drawing has always been a huge passion 
of mine, so to bring it into my work with 
textiles feels quite special. I am currently 
making a large portrait of my daughter as 
Little Red Riding Hood. It’s hugely personal 
and will be something that we can share. 



A 



Find nnore at www.littleadesigns.co.uk 
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Show 



Olympia, London 
3rd - 6th March 2016 




r^d^L-ctVti' : 



Knitting • Sewing • Dressmaking • Quilting • Crochet • Cross Stitch • Interiors • Textile Art • Crafts 
Tkkets available from December 
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VUtKSHm 

BUCKJNC.HAMSHItl 
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DORSn 

IMJRHAM 
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VtANCHBIFJI (CTR) 

Musnrsioc 

MItXHESfX 

NORfOlK 

NORTHAMfTONSHIRI 



Direct SeiMnn Vi»cMnc% Brnlol <0117 977 S214i 

Tudor Ro«c Pailctmori. Oakley. Bedford • 01234 824 983 

Sew Drvmr. RrAdiog • 01 18 92k 8664 

Abm Srwinfi AiKliicm. Hij(h Wycombr • 01494 S27MW 

Tlirrjd» jod f4lchr*. Milton Kernel - 01908 649687 

Sew CrrgMive, Cj t nhrid|tr - 01223 ISO 691 

I A f Sewring Mjidiinec. Warrington • 019ZS 613 831 

Phil Morton Sewing Marhine%. Macclr«nrld - 01625 433 131 

Tlie Sewing Studio. Redruth 4H209 216 942 

Elegance. Derby - 01332 382 292 

IlkcMon Sewing A lanome Centre. IlkrUcm - 01 159 307 664 

Tbe Knitting Jb Sewing Bee. Chesterfield - 01246 232 176 

Eceler Sensing Machine Company. Eteler • 01 392 275 660 

Hula Modbuo .01548 831 911 

Soft Touch Needlecrafh. Tavhtoci - 01822 617 673 

Hantom Fabrics. Sturmimter Newton • 01258 472 698 

So N Sews. Weymouth - 0 1 305 766 4 1 1 

UK Sewing Machines. Darlington • 01325 463 630 

Supersttich Machine Co. leigh on Sea • 01702 478810 

Cotswedd Sewing Machines. Stroud • 01453 763660 

West End Sewing Centre. Cheltenham • 01242 244025 

Eastleigh Sewing Centre. Eastleigh > 02380 650 808 

Hampshire Sewing Machines. Fareham * 01 329 280499 

Reads of Winchester. Winchester * 01962 850 950 

Badder Fabrics. Hereford. 01 432 379 137 

Chifbs Embroidery, letchworth . 01462 670 007 

Rebecca WOoOard Sewing School. Hatfield Heath . 07887 654 717 

Rona Sewing Machinrs. Waltham Cross • 01992 640250 

Sewfine Sewing Machines. Watford • 01923 693 734 

Sewing Machine Discount. BorehamwcMxl • 0208 236 1520 

Ashford Sewing Centre. Ashford • 01233 620948 

Barcham Sewing Centre. WhitsUble • 01 227 264 271 

Maidstone Sewing Centre. Maidstone * 01622 670 254 

The Sewing Shop. Canterbury . 01227 457 721 

Tile World of Sewing. Pratts Bottom. Orpington . 01689 638 638 

The World of Sewing. Tunbridge WrIK • 01892 533188 

Hobkirk Sewing Machines. Btacibum • 01254 693555 

Hobkirk Sewing Machines. Bury • 0161 764 4450 

lestan Sewing Machines. Nehon • 01282 614 511 

M & S Sewing Machines. Hrywood . 01706 366 943 

S A Sewing Machines. Oldham . 01706 355 529 

S A Sewing Machines. Rochdale • 01706 355 529 

SeW'Knit (Dalby 8 hwies). Preston >01772 254 558 

Tramworld Sewing Machines, leigh . 01942 608028 

Cres s well Sewing Machines lekesler - 07979 798 010 

The Sewing Cafd, HinkJey - 01455 698 034 

Couling Sewing Machines lincobi • 01522 521841 

Sewee/y. Caimborough - 01427 614 570 

Lewisham 8 Deptford Sewing Machines Deptford • 0208 692 1077 
Red g eweBs. South West London. 0208 337 3444 
SM Sewing Machines Neasdm • 0208 452 4257 
The Sewing Centre. Battersea * 0207 228 3022 
Wimbledon Sewing Machine Co. South Wimbledon • 0208 542 5240 
Bamber Sewing Machines MarKhester • 0161 707 7786 
R. Bullock 8 Son Lid. Wigan . 01942 247 BJ6 
Affordabir Sewing. MorHon. Wirral • 01 51 677 7755 
Sewing 8 Knitting Centre. Southport • 01 704 534 688 
Tysons Sesiing Machinrs. Hounslow • 0208 570 6790 
Tysons Sewing Machines. SoulhaB • 0208 574 1587 
Sewing Machine World. Kings Lynn • 01 553 773362 
Sew Crealise. Norwich - 01603 305 888 
Sew Norlhampton. Northampton • 01604 637200 
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CresssireU Sewing Machinrs, Nottingham *0115 926 7572 

Wiinry Sewing Machine Centre. Witney • 01991 704535 

Wiinry Sew 8 Knil Centre. Wiinry - 01993 702 772 

Sewing Machine Centre. Shmasbury • 01743 343 902 

Bredom Sewing Machines, faunlon • 01823 272 450 

Sew Creative. Bury SI Edmunds • 01 284 755459 

C 8 A Supply Co. Ltd. Cranleigh • 01483 267 777 

Redgewells. Worcester Park • 0208 337 3444 

The Chnlt Room. Dorking > 01 306 877 307 

The World of Sewing. South Croydon • 0208 681 1811 

Woking Snatng 8 Knitting Centre. Addle%lone • 01932 352 958 

Brighton Sewing Centre. Brighton * 01 273 621 653 

Clolhkils Ltd. Cbicbesler > 01243 533 180 

Ecleclic Maker. Worthing - 0845 862 5552 

Hastings Sewing Centre. Hastings • 01424 423 108 

C Tulty Sewing Machines. Sunderland • 0191 565 7995 

Srssing MacMne Sales. Whilley Bay • 0191 252 5825 

leaminglon Spa Sewing Machines, Leamington Spa • 01926 338 749 

Cotfwold Slilchcraft. Malmesbury • 01666 823 245 

West Wilts Sewing Machine Co. Trowbridge • 01 225 753 792 

Bressers Sewing Machines. Wolverhampton - 01902 458 885 

Covenlry Sewing Centre. Cosenlry • 02476 257266 

D C Nutt Sewing Machines. Walsall • 01922 497 601 

Trank Null. Kings Heath • 0121 444 3978 

CUR Sewing Machines. Birmi n gham - 0121 359 5335 

I 8 M Nutt. Sullon Coldfield • 0121 373 5497 

S Null Sewing Machines, Birmingham • 0121 327 2828 

Crralhr Hands 2. Worcester • 0t905 24940 

Inkberrow Design Centre. Redditch - 01527 69100 

Topstitchers. Kidderm i nster • 01 562 822 698 

Arcade Sewing Machines. Huddersfield > 01484 429 808 

C 8 C Sewing Machines. Bradford • 01 274 306352 

Elec ira (DA) Company. Doncaster • 01302 340 369 

ElynnVn Browns of York. York • 01904 561 234/61 1 166 

Lennos Sewing Machines, Rotherham • 01709 377 797 

MKC Services. Leeds • 0113 245 3156 

Samuel Taylors, Skiplon • 01756 700 946 

Sewing Centre. Bri^inglon • 01262 603057 

Sewing Centre. Scarborough • 01723 363 167 

While Rose Sewing Machines. Harrogate • 01423 503767 

Woodseals Sewing Machines. Sheffield • 01 14 255 2822 

loan's Mtooh 8 Crafis. Onchan • 01624 626 009 

Sew N Knil Belfast. BelfasI - 0289 045 601 5 

Sew N Knil lisbura Lisburn > 0289 267 0908 

Singer Sewing Centre. Ballynwna > 0282 564 0034 ^ 

David Drummond. Edinburgh • 0131 539 7766 
FSC Sewing Machines. Keith - 01 542 887 000 
N.|. Sewing Machine Services. Brightom Falkirk - 01 324 71 1 333 
fVmberlons Sewing Machines. Stirling • 01786 462 993 
Quill Crratiom. Inverness - 01463 719 369 
Sew MaleriaiisUc. Ayr • 01292 285 801 
Hutlcrfly Fabrks. Cardiff - 02920 470 808 
C^ilico Kale. Lampeter - 01570 422 866 
Cliffords Sewing Machines ltd, Swansea • 01792 655 928 
I 8 Sewing Machine Co. Lid, Newport > 01633 284 646 
Newport Sewing Centre, Newport • 01633 284 659 
Quay Street Sewing Cmlre, Haverfordwest • 01437 762 355 
Sewing Machinrs Direct. Wresham • 0800 092 5215 
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